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disturbed,  for  they  almost  allow  you  to  touch  them  on  the  nest.  The  females
are   silent   all   the   while,   but   the   males   evince   their   displeasure   by   uttering
sounds  which  greatly   resemble  those  of   the  White-headed  Pigeon,   and  which
may   be   imitated   by   the   syllables   crook,   croo,   croo.   The   report   of   a   gun
scarcely   alarms   them   at   first,   although   at   all   other   periods   these   birds   are
shy  and  vigilant  in  the  highest  degree.

The   change   in   the   colouring   of   the   bill,   legs,   and   feet   of   this   bird,   that
takes  place  in   the  breeding-season,   is   worthy  of   remark,   the  bill   being  then
of   a   deep  orange-red,   and  the  legs  and  feet   of   a   red  nearly   amounting  to
carmine.   The   males   at   this   season   have   the   gular   pouch   of   a   rich   orange-
colour,   and   somewhat   resembling   in   shape   that   of   the   Frigate   Pelican,
although   proportionally   less.   During   winter,   these   parts   are   of   a   dull   flesh-
colour.   The   irides   also   lose   much   of   their   clear   blue,   and   resume   in   some
degree   the   umber   colour   of   the   young  birds.   I   am  thus   particular   in   these
matters,   because   it   is   doubtful   if   any   one   else   has   ever   paid   attention   to
them.

'  While  breeding,  the  White  Ibises  go  to  a  great  distance  in  search  of  food
for   their   young,   flying   in   flocks   of   several   hundreds.   Their   excursions   take
place   at   particular   periods,   determined  by   the   decline   of   the   tides,   when  all
the  birds   that   are  not   sitting  go  off,   perhaps  twenty   or   thirty   miles,   to   the
great   mud   flats,   where   they   collect   abundance   of   food,   with   which   they
return  the  moment  the  tide  begins  to  flow.  As  the  birds  of  this  genus  feed
by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  the  White  Ibis  attends  the  tides  at  whatever  hour
they   may   be.   Some   of   those   which   bred   on   Sandy   Key   would   go   to   the
keys   next   the  Atlantic,   more  than  forty   miles   distant,   while   others   made  for
the   everglades;   but   they   never   went   off   singly.   They   rose   with   common
accord   from   the   breeding-ground,   forming   themselves   into   long   lines,   often
a   mile   in   extent,   and   soon   disappearing   from   view.   Soon   after   the   turn   of
the   tide   we   saw   them   approaching   in   the   same   order.   Not   a   note   could
you  have  heard  on  those  occasions;   yet   if   you  disturb  them  when  far   from
their   nests,   they  utter  loud  hoarse  cries  resembling  the  syllables  hunk,   hunk,
hunk,  either  while  on  the  ground  or  as  they  fly  off.

The   flight   of   the   White   Ibis   is   rapid   and   protracted.   Like   all   other
species  of  the  genus,  these  birds  pass  through  the  air  with  alternate  flappings
and  sailings;  and  I  have  thought  that  the  use  of  either  mode  depended  upon
the  leader   of   the  flock,   for,   with  the  most   perfect   regularity,   each  individual
follows   the   motion   of   that   preceding   it,   so   that   a   constant   appearance   of
regular   undulations   is   produced   through   the   whole   line.   If   one   is   shot   at
this   time,   the   whole   line   is   immediately   broken   up,   and   for   a   few  minutes
all   is   disorder;   but   as   they   continue   their   course,   they   soon   resume   their
former  arrangement.     The  wounded  bird  never  attempts  to  bite  or  to  defend
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itself   in   any   manner,   although,   if   only   winged,   it   runs   off   with   more  speed
than  is  pleasant  to  its  pursuer.

At  other  times  the  White  Ibis,   like  the  Red  and  the  Wood  Ibises,   rises  to
an   immense   height   in   the   air,   where   it   performs   beautiful   evolutions.   After
they   have   thus,   as   it   were,   amused   themselves   for   some   time,   they   glide
down  with   astonishing   speed,   and   alight   either   on   trees   or   on   the   ground.
Should   the   sun  be   shining,   they   appear   in   their   full   beauty,   and  the   glossy
black   tips   of   their   wings   form   a   fine   contrast   with   the   yellowish-white   of
the  rest  of  their  plumage.

This  species  is  as  fond  of  resorting  to  the  ponds,  bayous,  or  lakes  that  are
met   with   in   the   woods,   as   the   Wood   Ibis   itself.   I   have   found   it   breeding
there  at  a  distance  of  more  than  three  hundred  miles  from  the  sea,  and  re-

maining in  the  midst  of  the  thickest  forests  until  driven  off  to  warmer  lati-

tudes by  the  approach  of  winter.  This  is  the  case  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,
not  far  from  Natchez,  and  in  all   the  swampy  forests  around  Bayou  Sara  and
Pointe   Coupee,   as   well   as   the   interior   of   the   Floridas.   When   disturbed   in
such  places,  these  Ibises  fly  at  once  to  the  tops  of  the  tallest  trees,  emitting
their   hoarse   hunk,   and   watch   your   motions   with   so   much   care   that   it   is
extremely  difficult  to  get  within  shot  of  them.

The   manner   in   which   this   bird   searches   for   its   food   is   very   curious.   The
Woodcock  and  the  Snipe,  it   is  true,  are  probers  as  well   as  it,   but  their  task
requires   less   ingenuity   than   is   exercised   by   the   White   or   the   Red   Ibis.   It
is   also   true   that   the   White   Ibis   frequently   seizes   on   small   crabs,   slugs   and
snails,   and  even  at   times  on  flying  insects;   but   its   usual   mode  of   procuring
food   is   a   strong   proof   that   cunning   enters   as   a   principal   ingredient   in   its
instinct.   The   cray-fish   often   burrows   to   the   depth   of   three   or   four   feet   in
dry  weather,   for   before  it   can  be  comfortable  it   must   reach  the  water.   This
is   generally   the   case   during   the   prolonged  heats   of   summer,   at   which   time
the   White   Ibis   is   most   pushed   for   food.   The   bird,   to   procure   the   cray-fish,
walks   with   remarkable   care   towards   the   mounds   of   mud   which   the   latter

throws  up  while  forming  its  hole,  and  breaks  up  the  upper  part  of  the  fabric,
dropping   the   fragments   into   the   deep   cavity   that   has   been   made   by   the
animal.   Then   the   Ibis   retires   a   single   step,   and   patiently   waits   the   result.
The  cray-fish,  incommoded  by  the  load  of  earth,  instantly  sets  to  work  anew,
and  at  last  reaches  the  entrance  of  its  burrow;  but  the  moment  it  comes  in
sight,  the  Ibis  seizes  it  with  his  bill.    *

Whilst   at   Indian   Key,   I   observed   an   immense   quantity   of   beautiful   tree
snails,   of   a   pyramidal   or   shortly   conical   form,   some   pure   white,   others
curiously   marked   with   spiral   lines   of   bright   red,   yellow   and   black.   They
were   crawling   vigorously   on   every   branch   of   each   bush   where   there   was
not  a  nest  of  the  White  Ibis;  but  wherever  that  bird  had  fixed  its  habitation,
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was   kept   for   some   time   in   Peale's   Museum   in   Philadelphia.   My   drawing
of  the  adult  male,  and  that  of  the  immature  bird,  were  made  from  specimens
also   procured   beyond  our   limits.   It   is   said   that   the   habits   of   this   bird   are
very  similar  to  those  of  the  White  Ibis,   of  which  I   give  you  a  long  account;
but,  as  I   have  not  had  opportunities  of  observing  them,  I   judge  it   better  to
abstain  from  offering  any  remarks  on  this  subject.

Scarlet  Ibis,  Tantalus  ruber,  Wils.  Amer.  Orn.,  vol.  viii.  p.  41.
Ibis  rubra,  Bonap.  Syn.,  p.  311.
Scarlet  Ibis,  Nutt.  Man.,  vol.  ii.  p.  84.
Scarlet  Ibis,  Ibis  rubra,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  v.  p.  62.

Adult,   29;   wing,   llf.
Accidental.      Three  specimens  seen  by   me  in   Louisiana.
Bill,  feet,  and  bare  parts  of  head,  pale  lake;  plumage  bright  scarlet,  except-

ing the  quills,  which  are  white,  and  the  terminal  portion  of  the  outer  four
primaries,   which   are   bluish-black.   Young   in   first   plumage   with   the   bill   and
feet   brownish-grey,   the  bare  parts   of   the  head  pale   flesh-colour;   plumage  of
head,   neck,   and  upper  parts,   brownish-grey,   of   lower,   white.
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+   Ibis   alba,   Linn.

PLATE   CCCLX.—  Adult   Male   and   Young.

Sandy   Island   is   remarkable   as   a   breeding-place   for   various   species   of
water  and  land  birds.  It  is  about  a  mile  in  length,  not  more  than  a  hundred
yards  broad,   and  in   form  resembles  a   horse-shoe,   the  inner   curve  of   which
looks   toward   Cape   Sable   in   Florida,   from   which   it   is   six   miles   distant.   At
low   water,   it   is   surrounded   to   a   great   distance   by   mud-flats   abounding   in
food   for   wading   and   swimming   birds,   while   the   plants,   the   fruits,   and   the
insects  of  the  island  itself,  supply  many  species  that  are  peculiar  to  the  land.
Besides   the   White   Ibis,   we   found   breeding   there   the   Brown   Pelican,   the
Purple,   the   Louisiana,   the   White,   and   the   Green   Herons,   two   species   of
Gallinule,   the   Cardinal   Grosbeak,   Crows,   and   Pigeons.      The   vegetation   con-
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