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dabbling  the  mud  along  the  shores,  much  in  the  manner  of  the  Mallard;  and
on   occasionally   shooting   them   there,   I   have   found   their   stomach   crammed
with  young  tadpoles  and  small  water-lizards,  as  well   as  blades  of  the  grasses
growing   around   the   banks.   Nay,   on   several   occasions,   I   have   found   pretty
large   acorns   and   beech-nuts   in   their   throats,   as   well   as   snails,   entire   or
broken,   and   fragments   of   the   shells   of   various   small   unios,   together   with
much  gravel.

In  confinement,   they  do  not   exhibit   that   degree  of   awkwardness  attributed
to   them   when   on   land.   It   is   true   that   the   habitual   shortening   of   the   neck
detracts  from  their   beauty,   so  that  in  this   state  they  cannot  be  said  to  pre-

sent a  graceful  appearance;  yet  their  aspect  has  always  been  pleasing  to  my
sight.   Their   notes   are   rough   and   coarse,   and   bear   less   resemblance   to   the
cries   of   those   species   which   are   peculiar   to   fresh   water   than   those   of   any
other   of   their   tribe.   Their   flight   is   performed   in   a   hurried   manner,   and
they   start   from   the   water   pell-mell;   yet   the)^   can   continue   very   long   on
wing,   and   the   motions   of   their   pinions,   especially   at   night,   produce   a   clear
whistling   sound.

The  fine  pair   from  which  I   made  the  two  figures  in  the  plate  were  given
me   by   my   friend   Daniel   Webster,   Esq.   of   Boston,   Massachusetts,   whose
talents   and   accomplishments   are   too   well   known   to   require   any   eulogium
from  me.

The   flesh   of   this   bird   is   generally   esteemed,   insomuch  that   many   persons
know  no  difference  between  it   and  that   of   the  Canvass-back  Duck,   for   which
it  is  not  unfrequently  sold;  but  I  look  upon  it  as  far  inferior  to  that  of  many
other   Ducks.   Individuals   of   both   sexes   vary   much   in   size.   On   comparing
American   with   European   skins,   I   am   unable   to   perceive   any   difference   of
colour   or   proportions   indicative   of   specific   distinction.

Red-headed  Duck,  Anas  Ferina,  Wils.  Amer.  Orn.,  vol.  viii.  p.  110.
Fuligcla  Ferina,  Bonap.  Syn.,  p.  392.
Foligula  Ferina,  Swains,  and  Rich.  F.  Bor.  Amer.,  vol.  ii.  p.  452.

1    Red-headed  Dock  or  Pochard,  Nutt.  Man.,  vol.  ii.  p.  434.
ci  Red-headed  Duck,  Fuligula  Ferina,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  iv.  p.  198.
thi

•n£ale,   20,   33.      Female,   21,   32^.
Breeds   throughout   the   Fur   Countries,   from   which   it   migrates   southward

in   early   autumn.      Abundant   on   the   Chesapeake,   New   York   Bay,   Ohio,   and
Mississippi,   with   their   tributaries.      None   seen   westward   of   the   Mississippi.

Adult   Male.

Bill   as   long   as   the   head,   deeper   than    broad   at   the   base,   the   margins
parallel,   slightly   dilated   towards    the   end,   which    is   rounded,   the   frontal
angles   rather   narrow  and  pointed.      Upper   mandible   with   the   dorsal   line   at
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first   straight   and   declinate,   then   slightly   concave,   direct   for   a   short   space
near  the  tip,   where  it   is   incurved,  the  ridge  broad  and  concave  at  the  base,
narrowed   at   the   middle,   enlarged   and   convex   at   the   end;   the   sides   nearly
erect   at   the  base,   becoming  anteriorly   more  and  more  declinate  and  convex,
the   edges   curved,   with   about   45   lamella,   the   unguis   elliptical,   and   abruptly
rounded   at   the   end.   Nostrils   sub-medial,   oblong,   rather   large,   pervious,
near   the   ridge,   in   an   oblong  depression  covered  with   soft   membrane.   Lower
mandible   flattened,   being   but   slightly   convex,   with   the   angle   very   long   and
rather  narrow,  the  dorsal   line  very  short  and  slightly  convex,   the  erect  edges
with  about  55  inferior  lamella?;  the  unguis  obovate  and  abrupt.

Head   rather   large,   compressed,   convex   above.   Eyes   small.   Neck   of
moderate   length,   rather   thick.   Body   full,   depressed.   Wings   small.   Feet
very   short,   strong,   placed   rather   far   behind;   tarsus   very   short,   compressed,
anteriorly   with   narrow  scutella   continuous   with   those   of   the   middle   toe,   and
having   another   series   commencing   half-way   down   and   continuous   with   those
of   the   outer   toe,   the   rest   reticulated   with   angular   scales.   Hind   toe   small,
with  an  inner  expanded  margin  or  web;  middle  toe  nearly  double  the  length
of   the   tarsus,   outer   a   little   shorter.   Claws   small,   compressed,   that   of   the
first   toe   very   small   and   curved,   of   the   third   toe   larger   and   more   expanded
than  the  rest.

Plumage   dense,   soft,   blended.   Feathers   of   the   upper   part   of   the   head
small   and  rather   compact,   of   the  rest   of   the  head  and  neck  small,   blended,
and   glossy.   Wings   shortish,   narrow,   pointed;   primary   quills   strong,   taper-

ing, the  first  longest,  the  second  almost  as  long,  the  rest  rapidly  diminishing;
secondary   quills   broad   and   rounded,   the   inner   elongated   and   tapering.   Tail
very  short,   much  rounded,   or   wedge-shaped,   of   fourteen  feathers.

Bill  light  greyish-blue,  with  a  broad  band  of  black  at  the  end,  and  a  dusky
patch   anterior   to   the   nostrils.   Iris   orange-yellow.   Head   and   neck   all
round,   for   more   than   half   its   length,   of   a   rich   brownish-red,   glossed   with
carmine   above.   A   broad   belt   of   brownish-black   occupies   the   lower   part   of
the   neck,   and   the   fore   part   of   the   body,   of   which   the   posterior   part   is   of
the  same  colour,  more  extended  on  the  back  than  under  the  tail.   Back  an<-
scapulars   pale   greyish-white,   very   minutely   traversed   by   dark   brownis
grey   lines;   the   sides   and   abdomen   similar,   the   undulations   gradually   fad^slg
away   into   the   greyish-white   of   the   middle   of   the   breast;   upper   wing-coverts
brownish-grey,   the   feathers   faintly   undulated   with   whitish   toward   the   end.
Primary   quills   brownish-grey,   dusky   along   the   outer   web   and   at   the   end;
secondaries   ash-grey,   narrowty   tipped   with   white,   the   outer   faintly   tinged
with   jTellow,   and   almost   imperceptibly   dotted   with   whitish,   four   or   five   of
the   inner   of   a   purer   tint,   tinged  with   blue,   and   having   a   narrow  brownish-
black   line   along   the    margin;   the   innermost   like    the    scapulars,   but   more
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dusky.   Tail   brownish-grey,   towards   the   end   lighter.   Axillar   feathers   and
lower   wing-coverts   white.   Feet   dull   greyish-blue,   the   webs   dusky,   the
claws  black.

Length  to  end  of  tail  20  inches,  to  end  of  wings  18|-,  to  end  of  claws  22;
extent   of   wings   33;   wing  from  flexure   9T23;   tail   2T\;   bill   along  the   ridge  2,
from  the  tips  of   the  frontal   processes  2T\;   tarsus  1|,   first   toe  and  claw  ^f   j
second   toe   l|f,   its   claw   f|;   third   toe   2T52,   its   claw   f|;   fourth   toe   2T62,   its
claw  f  |.     "Weight  2^  lbs.

Adult   Female.

The  female  has  the  bill  of  a  dusky  bluish-grey,  with  a  broad  band  of  black
at   the   end,   and   a   narrow   transverse   blue   line,   narrower   than   in   the   male.
Iris   yellow.   Feet   as   in   the   male,   the   head   and   upper   part   of   the   neck   dull
reddish-brown,   darker   above,   and  lighter   on  the  fore  part   of   the  cheeks  and
along   a   streak   behind   the   eye.   The   rest   of   the   neck   all   round,   and   the
upper   parts   in   general,   are   dull   greyish-brown,   the   feathers   paler   at   their
extremity;   the   flanks   and   fore   part   of   the   neck   dull   reddish-brown,   the
feathers   broadly   tipped   with   pale   greyish-brown.   The   wings   are   as   in   the
male,   but  of   a   darker  tint,   and  without  undulations.   The  tail   as  in  the  male.
Lower   wing-coverts   light   grey,   those   in   the   middle   white;   middle   of   breast
greyish-white;   hind   part   of   abdomen   light   brownish-grey.

Length  to  end  of  tail  21  inches,  to  end  of  claws  23^-;  extent  of  wings  32^.
Weight  2  lbs.  7  oz.

The   following   account   of   the   digestive   organs   is   taken   from   a   British
specimen,   an   adult   male,   examined   by   Mr.   Macgillivray   in   March   1S36.

The   tongue   is   1   inch   and   10   twelfths   long,   6^   twelfths   broad,   its   sides
furnished   with   two   series   of   bristly   filaments.   The   oesophagus   is   11   inches
long,  with  a  diameter  of  nearly  5  twelfths  at  the  top,  8  twelfths  at  the  lower
part   of   the   neck.   The   proventriculus   has   a   diameter   of   9   twelfths;   its
glandules   are   cylindrical,   and   2   twelfths   long.   The   stomach   is   an   extremely
powerful   gizzard,   of   an   elliptical   form,   compressed,   oblique,   its   length   2\
inches,   its   breadth   If;   its   lateral   muscles   more   than   half   an   inch   thick;   the
cuticular   coat   rather   thin,   but   very   tough,   slightly   rugous,   with   two   circular
thicker   parts   opposite   the   centres   of   the   lateral   muscles.   The   upper   part
forms  a  small   sac,   from  which  the  duodenum  comes  off;   the  pylorus  without
valve.   The   intestine   is   5   feet   4   inches   long,   narrowest   in   its   upper   part,
where  its  diameter  is  4  twelfths,  widest  at  the  middle,  where  it  is  6^  twelfths,
near   the   cceca   ^-   The   rectum   is   5^   inches   long,   its   diameter   6   twelfths;
the   coeca   7   inches   long,   nearly   cylindrical,   4   twelfths   in   diameter,   a   little
narrower  at  the  commencement.
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THE    SCAUP    DUCK.—  FLOCKING    FOWL.

■+   Fuligula   Marila,   Linn.

PLATE   CCCXC  VII.—  Male   and   Female.

The   opinion,   derived   from   Wilson's   account   of   the   Scaup   Duck,   that   it
is  met  with  only  along  our  sea  coasts,  in  bays,  or  in  the  mouths  of  rivers,  as
far   as   the   tide   extends,   is   incorrect.   Had   Wilson   resided   in   the   Western
Country,   or   seen   our   large   lakes   and   broad   rivers   during   late   autumn,   win-

ter,  or   early   spring,   he  would  have  had  ample  opportunities   of   observing
thousands   of   this   species,   on   the   Ohio,   the   Missouri,   and   the   Mississippi,
from  Pittsburg  to  New  Orleans.   I   have  shot   a   good  number  of   Scaup  Ducks
on   all   these   rivers,   where   I   have   observed   them   to   arrive   early   in   October,
and  whence  they  depart   between  the  1st   of   March  and  the  middle  of   April.
I   have   not,   however,   seen   any   in   small   creeks,   lagoons,   or   ponds.   When
they  arrive  on  the  western  waters,  they  are  seen  in  flocks  of  from  fifteen  to
twenty  individuals;   but   in   a   few  weeks  these  flocks  are  joined  by  others,   for
which   reason   the   species   is   named   in   Kentucky   the   "Flocking   Fowl."
They  are,   however,   seldom  seen  close  together  while  on  the  water,   and  they
rarely  associate  with  other  birds.

The   Scaup   Duck   seems   to   float   less   lightly   than   it   really   does,   its   body
being   comparatively   flat.   It   moves   fast,   frequently   sipping   the   water,   as   if
to   ascertain   whether   its   favourite   food   be   in   it.   Then   turning   its   head   and
glancing   on   either   side   to   assure   itself   of   security,   down   it   dives   with   all
the   agility   of   a   Merganser,   and   remains   a   considerable   time   below.   On
emerging,  it  shakes  its  head,  raises  the  hind  part  of  its  body,  opens  its  short
and  rather  curved  wings,  after  a  few  flaps  replaces  them,  and  again  dives  in
search  of   food.   Should  any  person  appear   when  it   emerges,   it   swims  off   to
a   considerable   distance,   watches   every   movement   of   the   intruder,   and   finally
either  returns  to  its  former  place,  or  flies  away.

These   birds   are   fond  of   large   eddies   below  projecting  points   of   land,   but
frequently   dive   in   search   of   food   at   a   considerable   distance   from   them.
When   in   eddies   they   may   be   approached   and   shot   with   less   difficulty   than
when   in   any   other   situation.   If   wounded   only,   they   are   not   easily   secured;
in  fact,   you  need  not   go  after   them,  for   by  diving,   fluttering  along  the  sur-

face, and  cutting  backward  and  forward,  they  generally  elude  pursuit.     Be-
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small,   that  of  first  toe  very  small   and  curved,  of  middle  toe  largest,   with  an
inner  thin  edge,  of  the  rest  very  slender  and  pointed.

Plumage   dense,   soft,   blended.   Feathers   of   the   head   and   neck   short   and
velvety,   those   of   the   hind   head   a   little   elongated.   Wings   shortish,   narrow,
pointed;   primary   quills   curved,   strong,   tapering,   the   first   longest,   the   second
very   little   shorter,   the   rest   rapidly   graduated;   secondary   broad   and   rounded,
the   inner   elongated   and   tapering.   Tail   very   short,   much   rounded,   of   four-

teen feathers.

Bill   light   greyish-blue,   the   unguis   blackish.   Iris   yellow.   Feet   greyish-
blue,   the   webs   and   claws   black.   The   head,   the   whole   neck,   and   the   fore
part   of   the   back   and   breast   black,   the   head   and   neck   glossed   with   purple
and  green,   the   rest   tinged  with   brown.   Hind   part   of   the   back,   rump,   abdo-

men, and  upper  and  lower  tail-coverts  brownish-black.  Middle  of  the  back,
scapulars,   inner   secondaries,   anterior   part   of   abdomen,   and   sides   greyish-
white,   beautifully   marked   with   undulating   black   lines.   Middle   of   the
breast   white,   wings   light   brownish-grey.   Alula,   primaries   at   the   base   and
end,   and   the   greater   part   of   secondaries,   brownish-black;   the   speculum   on
the  latter  white.

Length  to  end  of  tail   16|-  inches,   to  end  of  claws  IS;   extent  of  wings  29;
wing   from   flexure   8^;   tail   2^;   bill   along   the   back   1{§,   along   the   edge   of
lower   mandible   2;   tarsus   14;   middle   toe   2722,   its   claw   f|.   Weight   1   lb.
6  oz.

Adult   Female.

The  female  agrees  with  the  male  in  the  characters  of  the  plumage,  and  in
the   colours   of   the   bare   parts;   but   those   of   the   former   differ   considerably.
The  head,  neck,  and  fore  part  of  the  back  and  breast,  are  umber  brown;  and
there   is   a   broad   patch   of   white   along   the   fore   part   of   the   forehead.   The
upper   parts   in   general   are   brownish-black,   the   middle   of   the   back   and   the
scapulars   undulated   with   whitish   dots   and   bars.   The   primary   quills   are
greyish  in  the  middle,   and  the  speculum  is  white,   but  of  less  extent  than  in
the   male.   The   greater   part   of   the   breast   and   abdomen   is   white;   the   sides
and  parts  under  the  tail  umber  brown.

Length  16^  inches,  extent  of  wings  28.     Weight  1  lb.   6  oz.
Male.   Breadth   of   mouth   8   twelfths;   its   roof   broadly   concave,   with   a

median   prominent   line,   on   which   are   four   papillae,   and   at   the   anterior   part
two  very  short   prominent  lines;   on  the  upper  mandible  on  each  side  are  42
lamella?,  not  projecting  beyond  the  margin,  and  about  90  on  the  lower  man-

dible. Tongue  1  inch  8  twelfths  long,  fleshy,  wi.th  a  deep  groove  above,  a
thin-edged  series  of  lamellse  on  each  side,  the  tip  somewhat  semicircular  and
thin-edged.   (Esophagus   8   inches   long,   its   width   from   5   twelfths   to   4
twelfths,   at   the   lower   part   of   the   neck   enlarged   to   6   twelfths,   on   entering
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Audubon, John James. 1843. "Blue-Winged Teal, Anas discors, Linn. [Pl. 393]." 
The birds of America : from drawings made in the United States and their
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