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FAMILY   XX.*—  VIREONIN^E.      GREENLETS.

Genus   I-t—VIREO,    VielL     GREENLET.

BELL'S     VIREO    OR     GREENLET.

Vireo   Bellii,   Aud.

PLATE   CCCCLXXXV.—  Adult   Male.

On   the   same   day   that   Harris'   Finch   was   procured,   Mr.   J.   G.   Bell,   who,
as   I   have   already   said,   accompanied  me  in   my  journey   to   the   Yellow  Stone
river,   &c,   shot   one   of   the   species   which   I   am   now   about   to   describe,   and
which   I   have   named,   it   being   also   a   new   and   hitherto   undescribed   species,
with   great   pleasure,   after   Mr.   Bell;   the   more   especially   as   Mr.   Bell   is
himself  a  person  who  possesses  a  good  general  knowledge  of  our  birds,  and
was  an  excellent  companion  in  our  not  unperilous  rambles.

This  species,   like  other  Vireos  of   the  smaller  class,   is   usually   found  in  the
bottom  lands   along  the   shores   of   the   Upper   Missouri   river,   from  the   neigh-

bourhood of  the  Black  Snake  Hills  as  far  as  we  went  up  that  river;  finding
it   in   many   instances,   whether   in   the   bottom   lands,   overgrown   with   low
shrubbery,   or   along  the  borders  of   ravines  that   discharge  the  water  accumu-

lating during  the  spring  meltings  of  the  snows  that  cover  the  upper  country
prairie   land.   In   its   habits   it   is   probably   more   nearly   allied   to   the   White-
eyed  Vireo  (   V.   noveboracensis  J   than  to   any   other;   as   although  it   does   not
possess   all   the   swiftness   of   movement   and   quaint   look   exhibited   by   that
species,   still   it   evinces   all   the   movements   usually   observable   in   birds   of   this
family.

We   never   found   its   nest,   although   it   doubtless   breeds   in   the   countries
which   we   traversed;   as   on   many   occasions,   and   during   the   very   heat   of
summer,  we  found  it   as  far  up  the  Missouri  river  as  Fort  Union,  one  of  the
principal   and   handsomest   factories   of   the   American   Fur   Company.

Bell's  Vireo  or  Greenlet,  Vireo  Bellii,  Aud.

*   See   vol.   iv.   p.   140.   t   Ibid.
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inch;   all   the   outer   veins   delicately   edged   with   white.   Tail   emarginate,   two
inches   and  one-eighth   in   length,   with   the   outer   feather   on   each  side   white.
The   second   white   also,   but   having   a   longitudinal   line   of   brownish-black   on
the  inner  side  reaching  nearly  the  whole  length.

Bill   along   the   ridge   ^   inch,   brownish   above,   paler   below;   along   the   edge
f ,  to  pinion  1T9^;  wing  from  flexure  3^;  bill  to  end  of  tail  6,  to  end  of  claws
6fV;  alar  extent  10i;   tarsus  ^;   middle  toe  -§,   its   claw  i;   hind  toe  ^-,   its   claw
^.      Legs,   feet   and  claws  light   yellowish-flesh  colour,   and  transparent.

The   female   is   very   little   smaller   and   precisely   like   the   male.   The   young
when   fully   fledged   resemble   the   parents,   but   have   all   the   upper   plumage
more   distinctly   marked.

FAMILY   XV.*—  FRINGILLIN^E.      FINCHES.

Genus   I.f—  PLECTROPHANES,   Meyer.      LARK-BUNTING.

SMITH'S    LARK-BUNTING.

Plectrophanes   Smithii,   Jlud.

PLATE   CCCCLXXXVIL—  Male.

This   species   was   discovered   by   my   companions,   Edward   Harris   and   J.
G.   Bell,   during   an   excursion   on   the   prairies   of   Illinois,   in   the   vicinity   of
Edwardsville.   Several   specimens   were   procured   by   those   gentlemen,   and
the   following   account   of   its   habits   has   been   handed   to   me   by   Mr.   Bell.
He  says —

"We   found   these   birds   very   abundant   on   the   low   prairie,   near   a   lake   in
Illinois,   about   seven   or   eight   miles   distant   from  Edwardsville,   whilst   engaged
in   shooting   Ducks,   Geese,   and   American   Snipes.   They   were   generally   in
large   flocks,   and   when   on   the   ground   they   at   once   began   to   scatter   and
divide   themselves,   rendering   it   difficult   for   us   to   kill   more   than  two  at   one
shot;   they   run   very   nimbly,   and   in   a   manner   resembling   that   of   the   Bay-

*   See   vol.   iii.   p.   49.   t   Ibid.
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