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garian species which often does not bloom here until after the middle
of June.

Syringa oblata was the first Lilac from eastern China to reach Eng-
land where it was sent some sixty years ago by Robert Fortune who had
found it in a Shanghai garden. It reached the United State certainly
as early as 1869 and perhaps earlier. It is a round-topped shrub with
heart-shaped leaves which, unlike those of other Lilacs, are thick and
coriaceous and in the autumn turn scarlet. It is one of the first Lilacs to
bloom in the spring here. This plant has not been found growing wild
and there is no record that it has been seen by anyone in China since
Fortune’s time. It is probably a garden form of S. affinis, a white-flow-
ered form commonly planted and probably the only Lilac in the gardens
of Peking. Another form probably of S. oblata is the purple-flowered
plant from northern China usually called the variety Giraldii of S. affi-
nis. The Korean S. dilatata is probably also only a wild form of S.
oblata. The two best known of the Lilacs of eastern Asia, S. pubes-
cens and S. villosa, were raised here from seeds sent in 1883 by Dr.
Bretschneider of the Russian Legation in Peking. S. pubescens is a
tall shrub with erect stems, small leaves and broad clusters of small
pale mauve flowers with a long slender corolla tube. For the frag-
rance of the flowers, which is more pungent and delightful than that
of any other Lilac, S. pubescens should find a place in every northern
garden. The plants in the United States have failed to produce seeds,
and as this species is unusually difficult to increase by cuttings it has
remained one of the rarest Lilacs in American gardens. S. villosa is a
large, round-topped bush, from ten to twelve feet tall and wide, with
large, broad, elliptic to oblong leaves bright green and dull on the
upper surface and pale below, and broad or narrow clusters of flesh-
colored or nearly white flowers which have a rather disagreeable odor
like those of the Privet. In spite of this drawback S. villosa is a val-
uable plant; its habit is excellent, it flowers freely every year, and the
flowers do not open until most of those of the other Lilacs have faded.
Of the new Lilacs from western China and Korea raised from seeds
collected by Wilson and other travelers the most promising are S. Mey-
ert, S. microphylla, S. Julianae, S. tomentella, S. reflexa, S. Koma-
rowii, S. Sweginzowii and S. dilatata.

Hybrid Lilacs. The first hybrid Lilac appeared in the Botanie Gar-
den in Rouen in 1810 and was the result of crossing S. vulgaris and
S. persica. It is one of the most delightful of all Lilacs and grows
into a bush ten or twelve feet high and broad and of rather open habit.
It is very hardy and blooms freely every year, and should be in every
garden where Lilacs are grown. Its flowers resemble those of the
Persian Lilac and are produced in massive clusters sometimes two feet
in length, and are so heavy that the slender branches can hardly sup-
port them. There are forms with darker red flowers and with nearly
white flowers. Through a misunderstanding of its origin this plant
unfortunately must be called S. chinenstis.

The next hybrid Lilac to appear was S. hyacinthiflora which is the
result of crossing S. oblota with S. vulgaris coerulea plena. It is a
large, round-topped shrub of excellent habit, with leaves resembling in
shape those of S. oblata, and small clusters of semi-double, extremely
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fragrant flowers. It blooms earlier than any of the forms of S. vul-
garis but has little to recommend it as a garden plant.

The general name of Syringa Henryi has been given to a group of
hybrid Lilacs between S. Josikaea and S. villosa which was obtained
in Paris. The handsomest of this breed, S. Lutéce, is a valuable ad-
dition to the late-flowing Lilacs. Another interesting hybrid was ob-
tained by Lemoine by crossing S. vulgaris with the variety of S. affinis
with fragrant violet-colored flowers (var. Giraldii). The plants grow
rapidly and are tall narrow shrubs. Like their Chinese parent they
bloom early and the flowers are fragrant. Forms of this hybrid, Ber-
ryer, Claude Bernard, Lamartine, Mirabeau, Pascale and Vauban are
in the Arboretum Collection.

A lover of Lilacs living in Manitoba has recently obtained a hybrid
of S. pubescens and S. villosa which promises to be interesting, and
there is still much work to be done in raising new hybrids between
the species of western China.

Rhododendron (Azalea) obtusum var. Kaempferi is the only red-flow-
ered Azalea which is hardy in this climate. It has been largely used
in the Arboretum and is now flowering at least two weeks earlier than
usual. Its flowers furnish the most surprising and spectacular display
of the year. They are delicate, however, and when fully exposed to
the sun lose their color; and this Azalea gives most satisfaction when
it is planted in the shade of trees or on the northern border of a wood
of conifers. It is planted in masses at the lower end of Azalea Path
and in a large group under the shade of the Hemlocks on Hemlock
Hill and on the northern edge of Hemlock Hill in a long narrow band
between the Hemlocks and the Laurels. The tallest plants in the
Arboretum are now more than ten feet high and rarely fail to flower
profusely even when growing in complete shade. This is one of the
best shrubs which has been introduced by the Arboretum.

Rhododendron (Azalea) Vaseyi from the southern Appalachian Moun-
tains is flowering profusely this year. The pure pink flowers appear
on the leafless branchlets and in delicacy and purity of color are not
surpassed by the flowers of any other plant. It is only in compara-
tively recent years that this Azalea has been known to botanists or
has found its way into gardens. It is perfectly hardy, the flower-buds
are not injured by severe cold, and in time it will grow into a tall,
usually rather narrow shrub. This beautiful Azalea has been planted
on both sides of the Meadow Road, the largest group being at the
northern end of the first pond.

Rhododendron (Azalea) luteum, a native of the Caucasus, has bloomed
in the Arboretum several times and, although the buds are often in-
jured, is in good condition this year. It is growing on the right hand
side of Azalea Path below the plant of Rhododendron (Azalea) reticu-
latum. 1f the flower-buds of this Caucasian plant were hardier this
would be one of the most delightful of all Azaleas as the flowers are
charming in color and more fragrant than those of any other Azalea.
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