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American  nurserymen  have  scarcely  attempted  the  breeding-  of  hybrid
Rhododendrons,  being  content  to  import  plants  direct  from  Europe.
The  advent  of  Quarantine  No.  87  made  such  importation  virtually  im-
possible  and  the  result  is  a  great  scarcity  and  very  high  prices  for
such  Rhododendrons  as  are  available.

These  Bulletins  have  continuously  urged  upon  American  nursery-
men  the  necessity  of  breeding  a  race  of  Rhododendrons  suitable  to
the  climate  and  will  continue  to  do  so  until  the  happy  event  is  con-
summated.  The  hybj'id  Rhododendi-on  of  today  is  very  largely  an  Flng-
lish  product,  having  been  raised  especially  for  the  moist,  cloudy
climate  of  the  British  Isles.  For  that  land  the  race  cr  races  are
eminently  suitable  but  New  England  is  climatically  not  merely  an-
other  country  but  almost  another  world.  It  calls  for  plants  capable
of  withstanding  extreme  heat  in  summer,  great  cold  in  winter,  com-
bined  with  a  comparatively  low  rainfall,  conditions  inimical  to  bread-
leaved  evergreens  in  general  and  Rhododendrons  in  particular.  The
almost  complete  absence  of  this  class  of  vegetation  from  the  native
flora  clearly  indicates  that  the  climate  is  unsuited  to  their  growth.
In  the  British  Isles  the  hybrid  Rhododendrons  of  today  are  of  ex-
ceedingly  mixed  parentage,  many  species  being  employed  especially
those  of  the  Himalayas  and  central  and  western  China,  the  latter
unknown  to  gardens  until  the  dawn  of  this  century.  In  the  Arboretum
hybrid  Rhododendrons  belong  to  two  groups  only.

Catawbiense  Hybrids,  so-called,  represent  overwhelmingly  the
largest  and  best  known  group.  These  are  the  product  of  intercrossing
two  American  species  (  Rhndodeyidroii  catawbievs^e  and  R.  maximvm)
with  the  Eurasian  R.  ponticum  and  the  red  flowered  Himalayan
R.  (trhorenm  and  recrcssing  and  selecting  from  the  hybrid  progeny.
The  flowers  of  the  American  and  the  Eurasian  species  lack  color  and
so  the  value  of  the  rich  red  flowered  Himalayan  species  is  obvious.
Unfortunately,  so  far  as  New  England  is  concerned  R.  ponticum  and
still  more  so  R.  arhoreum  are  tender  in  this  climate  and  it  is  only
where  the  blood  of  the  two  American  species  prevails  that  the  types
are  hardy.

In  the  Arboretum  collection  some  seventy  named  varieties  of  Cataw-
biense  Hybrids  are  grown  and  with  the  exception  of  a  small  group  of
German  origin,  which  came  in  1908,  nearly  all  were  raised  before
1885.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  in  recent  years  European  hybridists
have  turned  their  attention  to  intercrossing  less  hardy  but  more
beautifully  colored  Chinese  species,  Catawbiense  Hybrids  have  not
been  altogether  forgotten.  This  being  the  case  it  is  reasonable  to  sup-
pose  that  at  least  a  few  sorts  as  hardy  as  some  of  the  earlier  varie-
ties  have  been  evolved.  The  recently  formed  Rhododendron  Associa-
tion  with  headquarters  in  London  published  in  1930  a  “Year  Book”
in  which  is  given  a  fairly  complete  list  of  the  hybrid  Rhododendrons
in  gardens.  The  hybrids  are  marked  with  different  letters  indicating
their  comparative  hardiness  and  garden  merits.  A  careful  scrutiriy
of  this  list  shows  that  nearly  all  the  varieties  in  the  Arboretum  col-
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lection  are  recorded  but  one  only  is  indicated  as  being  worth  growing!
The  one  so  honored  is  Album  elegans.  This  is,  of  course,  a  British
viewpoint  but  absolutely  unbiased  and  indicates  clearly  how  much
below  their  standard  are  the  hybrid  Rhododendrons  cultivated  here.
It  is  probable  that  a  few  of  the  toughest  sorts  give  better  returns
here  than  in  the  British  Isles  but  when  every  allowance  possible  is
made  the  result  is  disappointing.  To  argue  that  no  varieties  suitable
for  this  climate  have  been  produced  since  1885  is  foolish;  there  may
not  have  been  many  but  some  there  must  be  and  it  is  greatly  to  be
regretted  that  they  are  not  represented  in  gardens  here.  In  Album
elegans  with  pale  mauve  fading  to  white  blossoms,  the  very  similar
Album  grandiflorum  and  the  white  flowered  Catawbiense  album  we
have  three  excellent  varieties  of  their  class.  Of  the  reds  passing  to
crimson  Charles  Dickens,  James  Macintosh,  Kettledrum,  S.  B.  Par-
sons,  Atrosanguineum  and  H.  W.  Sargent  are  good  but  it  must  be
confessed  that  the  rest  have  dull,  unattractive  colored  blossoms.  We
have  really  no  good  pinks  among  these  hybrids  and  the  purples  are
one  and  all  muddy.  Lady  Armstrong,  Ignatius  Sargent,  F.  L.  Ames
and  Daisy  are  passing  fair  but  what  is  needed  are  varieties  with
purer  and  better  colors  and  especially  more  fiery  scarlets  of  the  type
of  Prometheus,  alas!  scarcely  hardy  in  the  Arboretum.

Caucasicum  Hybrids.  The  product  of  intercrossing  R.  caucasicnm
with  certain  Catawbiense  Hybrids  and  other  species  form  a  small  but
extremely  useful  group.  They  possess  no  wide  range  of  color,  all  hav-
ing  blossoms  white  or  nearly  so,  but  they  are  very  hardy  and  free
flowering.  They  are  said  to  root  from  cuttings  and,  moreover,  to  be
slightly  tolerant  of  limestone.  The  typical  species,  whose  flowers
appear  to  vary  in  color  from  white  through  pale  straw-yellow  to
pink,  is  probably  not  in  cultivation  in  this  country.  Perhaps  the  near-
est  approach  to  it  is  Coriaceum,  which  has  flowers  pale  pink  in  the
opening  bud  and  milky  white  when  fully  open.  Two  of  the  best  of  this
group  are  Mont  Blanc  and  Glennyanum,  both  pinkish  in  the  bud  and  pure
white  when  the  blossoms  are  fully  opened.  Another  excellent  sort  is
Boule  de  Neige  which  has  pure  white  blossoms.

Fortune!  Hybrids.  In  recent  years  a  great  many  varieties  of  this
origin  have  been  originated  in  the  British  Isles,  where,  indeed,  they
have  out-classed  in  beauty  of  blossom  and  popularity  the  older  Cataw-
biense  Hybrids.  Of  this  group  only  one  has  so  far  proved  perfectly
at  home  in  the  Arboretum;  this  is  Duke  of  York  which  was  received
from  Mr.  G.  Paul  of  Cheshunt,  England,  in  1915.  This  has  soft  pink,
5-  to  7-lobed  blossoms,  each  about  3  inches  bread,  borne  ten  or  twelve
together  in  a  loose  cluster.  It  is  growing  in  a  well  protected  spot  and
so  far  has  net  suffered  unduly  from  winter  cold.  At  Sandwich,  Massa-
chusetts,  Mr.  Charles  0.  Dexter,  experimenting  with  this  group  and
R.  decorum,  another  Chinese  species,  has  succeeded  in  growing  and
blossoming  a  number  of  very  lovely  forms.  Given  adequate  protection
it  seems  probable  that  many  of  these  hybrids  would  prove  as
amenable  as  the  Catawbiense  Hybrids.

E.  H.  W.
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