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group,  crowd  nearer  and  nearer  together  as  their  companions  (nil  around
them  :  bnt  should  they  discover  their  enemies  by  sight  or  by  their  *
smell,  which  is  verj  acute,  the  whole  herd  Beek  for  safety  by  instant  flight.
The   bulls,   however,   are   verj    irascible,   and   particularlj    when   wounded
will  often  attack  the  hunter  and  endanger  his  life,  unless  he  po
activity  and  presence  of  mind.    The  Esquimaux,  who  are  well  accustomed
to   the   pursuit   of   this   animal,   sometimes   turn   it-   irritable   disposition   to
good  account  ;  for  an  experl  hunter  having  provoked  n  bull  to  attack  him,
wheels   round  it   more  quicklj   than  it   can  turn,   and  bj   repeated
the  belly  puts  an  end  to  it-  life.    The  wool  of  the  Musk-Ox  resembles  that
of  the  bison,  bul  il  perhaps  finer,  and  would  no  doubt  be  highly  useful  in
the  arts  it'  it  could  be  procured  in  sufficient  quantity." — Richards'
./..  p.  _•;;

"   The   Musk-Oxen   killed   on   Melville   Island   during   Pabbt'b   visit,   were
very  tat,  and  their  flesh,  especially  the  heart,  although  highly  scented  with
musk,  was  considered  very  good  food.  When  cut  up  it  had  all  the  appear-

ance of  lied' tor  the  market.  Bearne  says  that  the  flesh  of  the  Musk-Ox
docs  not  at  all   resemble  that  of  the  bison,  but  is  more  like  that  of  the
moose,  and  the  fat  is  ofa  clear  white,  tinged  with  light  azure.  The  young
cows  and  calvos  furnish  a  very  palatable  beef,  but  that  of  the  <>ld  bulls  is
so   intolerably   musk}   as   to   be   excessivelj   disagreeable."  —  Godman,   vol.
iii.  p.  35.

According   to   Parry,   this   animal   weighs   about   Beven   hundred   pounds.
The   head   and   hide   weigh   aboul   one   hundred   and   thirty   pounds.   "The
horns   arc   employed  for   various   purposes   by   the   Indian-   and  Esquimaux,
especially   for   making   cups   and   spoons.   From   the   long   hair   growing   on
the  neck  and  chest   the  Esquimaux  make  their   musquito  wigs,   to   defend
their  faces  from  those  troublesome  insects.    The  hide  makes  good  sole-  for
shoes  and  i>  iiiueh  u.-ed  tor  that  purpose  bj   the  Indians."

GEOGRAPHICAL   DISTRIBUTION.

The  Musk-Ox  resorts  to  the  barren  lands  of  America  lying  to  the  north
of  the  60th  parallel  of  north  latitude.     Eearne  mentions  that  In  i
the  track-  of  one  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Churchill,  hit.  .">!•  :  and  in
bis   tir.-t   journey   to   the   north   he   saw   many   in   the   latitude   of   01°.   At
present,  according  to  what  i<  said,  they  do  not  reach  the  shore-  of  Qudson's
Bay  ;  farther  to  the  westward  they  are  rarely  seen  in  any  number,  lower
than  hit.   67°.   Rl<  BARDSOK  States  that  he  had  not  heard  of  their  being
seen  on  the  basks  of   Mackenzie's   river   to   the  southward  of   Great   Bear
lake.     They  range  over  the  islands  which  lie  to  the  north  of  the  American
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continent  as  far  as  Melville  Island,  in  latitude  15°,  but  they  do  not  extend
to   Greenland,   Lapland,   or   Spitzbergen.   There   is   an   extensive   tract   of
barren  country  skirting  the  banks  of  the  Mackenzie  river,  northwest  of  the
Rocky   Mountains,   which   also   is   inhabited   by   the   Musk-Ox   ;   it   is   not
known   in   New   Caledonia,   on   the   banks   of   the   Columbia,   nor   in   any
portion   of   the   Rocky   Mountains   ;   nor   does   it   cross   over   to   the   Asiatic
shore  :   consequently   it   does   not   exist   in   any   part   of   northern   Asia   or
Siberia.

Captain   Parry   noticed   its   appearance   on   Melville   Island   in   the   month
of  May ;  it  must  therefore  be  regarded  as  an  animal  the  native  home  of
which  is   within   the   Arctic   Circle,   the   dwelling-place   of   the   Esquimaux.

GENERAL    REMARKS.

The  Musk-Ox  is   remarkable  amongst  the  animals  of  America,   for  never
having  had  more  than  one  specific  appellation,  whilst  other  species  of  much
less   interest  -have  been  honoured  with  a   long  list   of   synonymes.   Jeremie
appears  to  have  given  the  first  notice  of  it :  he  brought  some  of  the  wool
to   France,   and  had  stockings   made  of   it   which   were   said   to   have  been
more   beautiful   than   silk.   The   English   voyagers   of   an   early   period   gave
some   information   respecting   it,   but   Pennant   has   the   merit   of   being   the
first   who   systematically   arranged   and   described   it,   from   the   skin   of   a
specimen   sent   to   England   by   Hearne,   the   celebrated   traveller.   From   its
want  of  a  naked  muzzle  and  some  other  peculiarities,  M.  Blainville  placed
it  in  a  genus  intermediate  (as  its  name  denotes)  between  the  sheep  and
the  ox.
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