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tains,   Aug.   12,   1834.   From   ]\Ir.   Townsend's   account,   it   exists   on   the
luouutains   a   little   west   of   the   highest   ridge.   It   will   be   found   no   doubt
)o  Jiave  an  extensive  range  along  those  elevated  regions.

In   the   Russian   possessions   to   the   Northward,   it   is   replaced   by   the
Downy   Squirrel,   {Sc.   laniiginosus,)   and   in   the   South,   near   the   Californian
]\Iountains,   within   the   Territories   of   the   United   States,   by   another
small  species.

GENERAL    REMARKS.

The   first   account   we   have   of   this   species   is   from   Lewis   and   Clark,
who   deposited   a   specimen   in   the   Philadelphia   Museum,   where   it   still
exists.   We   have   compared   this   specimen   with   that   brought   by   Mr.
TovvNSENU,   and   lind   them   identical.   The   description   by   Lewis   and   Clark
(vol.   iii.,   p.   37)   is   very   creditable   to   the   close   observation   and   accuracy
of   those  early   explorers   of   the  untrodden  snows  of   the  Rocky  Mountains
and  the  valleys  bej'ond.  to  OrcgoiL

"The   small   brown   Squirrel,"   they   say,   "is   a   beautiful   little   animal,
about  the  size  and  form  of  the  red  squirrel  {Sc.  Hudsonius)  of  the  Atlantic
States  and  Western  lakes.  The  tail   is   as  long  as  the  body  and  neck,  and
Ibrmed   like   that   of   the   red   squirrel  ;   the   eyes   are   black  ;   the   whiskers
long  and  black,  but  not  abundant ;  the  back,  sides,  head,  neck,  and  outer
parts   of   the  legs,   are  of   a   reddish  brown ;   the  throat,   breast,   belly,   and
inner  parts  of  the  legs,  are  of  a  pale  red ;  the  tail   is  a  mixture  of  black
and  fox-coloured  red,  in  which  the  black  predominates  in  the  middle,  and
the  red  on  the  edges  and  extremity.  The  hair  of  the  body  is  almost  half
an  inch  long,  and  so  fine  and  soft  that  it  has  the  appearance  of  fur.  The
hair   of   the   tail   is   coarser   and   double   in   length.   This   animal   subsists
chielly  on  the  seeds  of  various  species  of  pine  and  is  always  found  in  the
pine  countrs'."

Dr.   Richardson,   who  had   not   seen   a   specimen,   copied   in   his   excellent
work.   {Fauna   Borrali   Amrricana,   p.   19.)   the   description   of   Lewis   and
Clark,   from  which  he  supposed  this   species   to   be  a   mere  variety   of   the
Sr.   Hudsonius.   We   had   subsequently   an   opportunity   of   submitting   a
specimen   to   his   inspection,   when   he   immediately   became   convinced   it
was  a  dilTerent  species.

The  diflerence  between  these  two  species  can  indeed  be  detected  at   a
glance   by   comparing   specimens   of   each   together.   The   present   species,
in   addition   to   its   heins   a   fourth   smnller,  —  about   the   size   of   our   little
ehippiuK  squirrel  (Tomias  Lysteri) — has  less  of  the  reddish  brown  on  the
upper   surface,   and   may   always   be   distinguished   from   the   other   by   the
blackness  o^  its  tail  at  the  extremity.
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DENTAL    FORMULA.

«   .         1—1   6—6Incisive   -  ;   Canine   —  ;     Molar   —   —   42.6   1-1   '   7—7

Muzzle   pointed  ;   pupils   of   the  eyes   forming  a   vertical   fissure  ;   upper
incisors   less   curved   than   in   the   Genus   Cants.   Tail   long,   bushy,   and   cy-
lindrical.

Animals   of   this   genus   generally   are   smaller,   and   the   number   of   spe-
cies known  greater,  than  among  the  wolves  ;  they  diffuse  a  foetid  odour,

dig  burrows,  and  attack  none  but  the  weaker  quadrupeds  or  birds,  &c.
The  characters  of  this  genus  differ  so  slightly  from  those  of  the  genu;-

Cams,   that   we  were  induced  to  pause  before  removing  it   from  the  sub-
genus in  which  it  had  so  long  remained.  As  a  general  rule,  we  are

obliged   to   admit   that   a   large   fox   is   a   wolf,   and   a   small   wolf   may   be
termed   a   fox.   So   inconveniently   large,   however,   is   the   list   of   species   in
the  old   genus  Canis,   that   it   is,   we  thinlt,   advisable   to   separate  into  dis-

tinct groups,  such  species  as  possess  any  characters  different  from  the
true  Wolves.

Foxes,   although  occasionally   seen  abroad  during  the  day,   are  nocturnal
in   their   habits,   and   their   character   is   marked   by   timidity,   suspicion   and
cunning.   Nearly   the   whole   day   is   passed   by   the   Fox   in   concealment,
either  in  his  burrow  under  ground,  in  the  fissures  of  the  rocks,  or  in  the
middle   of   some   large   fallen-tree-top,   or   thick   pile   of   brush-wood,   where
he  is  well  hidden  from  any  passing  enemy.

During   the   obscurity   of   late   twilight,   or   in   the   darkness   of   night,   he
sallies  forth  in  search  of  food  ;   the  acuteness  of  his  organs  of  sight,   of
smell,   and   of   hearing,   enabling   him   in   the   most   murky   atmosphere   to
trace  and  follow  the  footsteps  of  small   quadrupeds  or  birds,   and  pounce
upon  the  hare  seated  in  her  form,  or  the  partridge,  grouse,  or  turkey  on
their  nests.

Various  species  of  squirrels,   field-rats,   and  moles,  afford  him  a  rich  re-
past. He  often  causes  great  devastation  in  the  poultry  yard ;  seizes  on

the  goose  whilst  grazing  along  the  banks  of  the  stream,  or  carries  off  the
lamb  from  the  side  of  its  mother.

The   cautious   and   wary   character   of   the   Fox,   renders   it   exceedingly
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