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I had a good view of it for 20 or 30 seconds.
Points recognized were (1) size, about that of
a Ring-billed Gull, (2) white and pearl-gray col-
oration, (3) angular outline of wings, quite dif-
ferent from the curved front wing-edges of a fly-
ing Gull. A moment after I saw it, it uttered its
characteristic cry a second time. It uttered the
same cry at least twice more before it passed
out of sight over the house-tops. I had no op-
po:tunity to observe the bird through binoculars.

In connection with this identification it is
pertinent to state that I had visited a breeding
colony of American Caspian Terns, at Fog Is-
land, Saguenay County, Quebec, every summer
for the twelve years immediately prior to 1935,
and that I had thus become very familiar with
the appearance and the voice of the species. I
am wholly certain that the bird recorded above
was a Caspian Tern.

The day of this observation was warm, with
a strong southwest wind. It was partly cloudy,
but the light was good when the observation was
made.

There appears to be no previous record of a
Caspian Tern in the Ottawa district.—HARrISON
F. LEwis.

TuE Ross Goose (Chen rossi) 1IN ALBERTA.—-
When driving through the country east of Bit-
tern Lake on the afternoon of October 12th,
1935, T noted two white geese feeding in a grain
field, in company with a large flock of Canada
Geese. At the time I believed them to be Lesser
Snow Geese, small numbers of which occasional-
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ly mix with the “honkers”. On October 17th.
Alex Burgess, a local hunter brought me a pair
of very small white geese he had killed that
morning as they rested on the sandy shore of
Bittern Lake, about four miles south of where
I had, a few days before, seen the white geese,
These proved to be Ross Geese and were prob-
ably the ones I had seen on the 12th of the
month. The absence of warty growths at the
base of the bills would indicate they were birds
of the year, probably less than four months old.
Measurements of the male were: length, 22%

inches; extent, 45 inches; wing, 14% inches ;
and bill, 2 inches. The female was slightly
smaller. Iegs and feet bluish and bill reddish.

Weight of male 3% pounds, female 3 pounds.
Mallards killed the same day weighed from
three to three and a quarter pounds. The plum-
age of both birds had a decidedly rusty ap-
pearance, much like that comonly found on Les-
ser Snow Geese, a result of their frequenting
iron-impregnated waters.

Wintering in California, the Ross Goose is be-
lieved to migrate, chiefly through Alberta, to
and from its nesting grounds in the Arctic reg-
ions. There are, however, few records of its
occurrence in this province, probably due to the
fact that “wavies” are not popular, and are sel-
dom killed by hunters. At rare intervals during
the past 40 years I have heard of small white
geese, no larger than a mallard, having been
killed in Central Alberta, but those referred to
above are the only ones I have ever seen. A
more appropriate name for this diminutive
“wavey” would seem to be the “Least Snow
Goose.”—FraNk L. FarLEY.

BOOK REVIEWS

Inseci Enemics of Shade Trees, by Glenn W.
Herrick. Comstock Publishing Co., Ithaca,
New YVork, 1935. pp. 417, illus. 321, indexes,
numerous bibliographies. $5.00.

Intended primarily for people interested, either
professionally or as amateurs, in the preserva-
tion of shade trees, this book forms a complete
manual. Methods of repairing injured trees,
materials and apparatus for the control of in-
sect and other pests, suggestions for the fer-
tilization of the soil, are all discussed clearly
and comprehensively. Valuable notes on the

relative utility of shade trees and their sus-
ceptibility to pests are included. The American
Elm heads the list for general utility, while the
Ginkgo is first as far as freedom from insect
pests 1s concerned, a fact which may account in
part for the long life history of this interesting
tree which is often referred to as a “living fos-
sil” for it has existed unchanged for many mil-
lions of years and is now unknown in a wild state
being found in China and Japan in the vicin:
ity of palaces, shrines and tombs where it is cul-
Fivated, This is a book which anyone interested
in trees would do well to obtain—D. L,
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