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A  COLONY  OF  WATER-DEER
By Elmer S. Riggs

Associate Curator of Paleontology
In Ernest R. Graham Hall (Hall 38) may

be seen a slab of clay-stone in which are
embedded the skeletons of twenty-five little
water-deer, Leptomeryx. This specimen was
found by Museum collectors in the "bad
lands" of South Dakota. The skeletons are
preserved just as they were found and in
the original stone.

The slab containing all of these twenty-
five skeletons is only four by six feet in size.
They were entirely buried and covered in
the layer of clay-stone when found in the
bad lands. Little rivulets which ran down
the hillside, cutting furrows through the
softer layers of clay, had broken through
the harder layer and destroyed part of the
buried skeletons and left the bones of others
exposed in the broken ledge.

The part of the ledge containing the
skeletons was taken out in blocks and so
shipped to the Museum. There the parts
were then rejoined in one irregular slab.
The stone of the upper surface was then
removed with infinite care and patience,
and each little bone was thus laid bare.
Some of the skeletons are disarticulated
and the bones mingled together. Others
are well joined and can be traced as almost
complete skeletons.

Leptomeryx was a gregarious animal which,
from available evidence, lived in herds and
roamed about the Black Hills and out over
the adjacent plains. It fed upon grass and
lived much as a modern antelope lives. It
was no larger than a Persian cat or a jack-
rabbit, and was more nearly related to
camels and llamas than to the true deer of
modern times. It had no antlers or other
weapon of defense, apparently relying upon
fleet-footedness to outdistance its enemies.

How these twenty-five skeletons and
others which must have been destroyed
by the process of erosion, came to be buried
together is a matter of conjecture. Some
analogy may be found in the habits of
llamas and vicunas of South America in
herding together in large numbers in the
winter season. A similar habit is observed
among domestic sheep, deer, antelope and
other animals which live in large herds. In
winter many die of cold and leave their
skeletons to accumulate on the bedding
ground. Or, they may have been buried in
heavy snows and covered over by freshets
in the spring which perhaps took them
unaware.

SULKA  MASKS
By Albert B. Lewis

Assistant Curator of Melanesian Ethnology
While belief in some sort of supernatural

beings is almost universal, the ways in which
these beings are supposed to make them-
selves known to their followers vary greatly.
In many parts of Melanesia they are thought
to take a material form, and so appear to
their believers, often making a visit of several
days' duration, spending most of the time
in the sacred house or temple in the village
or in some secret place in the forest near-by,
appearing to the villagers at certain times
with formalities and special ceremonies.

The times for such visits are either
determined by custom, or arranged for
special occasions by the old men having
such matters in charge. The form taken by
the embodied spirit is fixed by habit and
tradition, and, while details may vary, the
general type is quite characteristic for each
region. Usually the spirit is represented by

a man with his body, except the feet, con-
cealed by fiber or leaves, and bearing over
his head a more or less elaborate mask
structure.

A number of different masks, representing
several types, are exhibited in Joseph N.
Field  Hall  (Hall  A).  One  of  the  most
elaborate occupies a case in the center. This
was made by the Sulka, a people living in
southeastern New Britain. It is shaped
like a huge umbrella, with a nearly flat top,
supported on a cone-shaped structure cover-
ing the head of the bearer, and with a repre-
sentation of a large insect (mantis) in front.

The materials used and the method of
construction are the same for all Sulka
masks, and in this respect they differ from
all others. The frame is made of light,
stiff sticks, with coils and splints of rattan,
all tied together with fine rattan strips to
form a definite body, over which is placed
a layer of pith, tied or sewed on with the
fiber obtained from the aerial roots of the
pandanus. The upper surface of the um-
brella, however, is covered with the fine
tissue-like leaf sheaths of the coconut, to
which numerous feathers are attached. The
under side of the umbrella is covered with
flat strips of pith cut out of a sort of reed.
The somewhat ridged surface of the re-
mainder of the mask is covered with pith
out of sections of a kind of vine, beaten
to flatten and soften them, and tied on with
pandanus fiber.

This work is very slow and occupies many
months, sometimes a year or more. It is
carried on in a secret place in the forest,
known only to the initiated, so that all
others regard the masked figure when it
appears as supernatural. The painting is
not done till the very last, as the vegetable
dyes used for red and green fade rapidly in
bright sunlight.

After the spirits have returned to their
own abode, the masks are usually destroyed,
but may be left for some time in the sacred
houses, or even sold, provided they can be
removed without the uninitiated seeing
them.

LAPIS  LAZULI
One of the largest masses of lapis lazuli

known, a block two feet long, twelve inches
wide and eight inches thick, now occupies
an individual exhibition case in Hall 34 of
the Department of Geology.

Lapis lazuli, a bright blue opaque mineral
or, more accurately, mixture of minerals,
has been used from time immemorial as
an ornamental stone. It was the sapphire
of the Greeks and Romans, and the Hebrew
Scriptures. Large quantities are found in
early Egyptian tombs and the Chinese
have long held it in high esteem. Marco
Polo in A.D. 1271 visited mines where it
was found.

The blue pigment called ultramarine blue
originally was pulverized lapis lazuli, but
an artificial ultramarine, more cheaply
made and of equal quality, has now replaced
the natural pigment. Lapis lazuli was once
used also as a medicine for treating various
disorders.

Today lapis lazuli is still carved into vases,
small dishes, brooches, beads and ring
stones, and is employed in mosaic work.
It is found in only a few places. That of
the highest repute comes from Afghanistan
near the Oxus River. It is also found near
Lake Baikal in Siberia, and in the Andes
of Chile. The large specimen in Field
Museum was obtained from an Inca grave
in Peru. The Incas probably obtained it
from the Chilean locality.
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