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ABSTRACTS

BENEFICENT  PROVIDENCE  AND  THE  QUEST  FOR  HARMONY:       THE  CULTURAL  SETTING  OF  COLONIAL  SCIENCE  1850-1890

Mr.  G.  Melleuish,
Department  of  History,  University  of  Melbourne,  Parkville,  Vic.,  3052.

This  paper  dealt  with  the  cultural  and  philosophical  context  in  which  science  and  scientists  operated
in  colonial  Sydney.     Concentrating  on  the  conceptions  of  natural  religion,  Beneficent  Providence  and  harmony
prevailing  among  the  educated  and  articulate  colonists,  it  argued  that  during  this  period  such  men  had  a
coherent  view  of  the  world  in  which  "Science"  played  a  leading  role.     Finally  it  examined  some  of  the
implications  of  this  world  view  for  the  understanding  of  the  nature  of  colonial  science.

THE  ARCHITECTURE  OF  SCIENTIFIC  SYDNEY

Associate  Professor  Joan  Kerr,
Power  Department  of  Fine  Arts,  University  of  Sydney,  N.S.W.,  2006.

This  paper  concentrated  on  a  few  scientific  public  buildings  in  nineteenth  century  Sydney:  the
Australian  Museum,  Sydney  Observatory,  the  Macleay  Museum  at  the  University  of  Sydney,  and  the  Museum  of
Applied  Arts  and  Sciences.     It  was  shown  how  public  appreciation  and  awareness  may  be  seen  in  the  erection
of  architectural  monuments  specifically  dedicated  to  the  Sciences,  and  in  their  significance  within  the
local  landscape.

Dawes  Point  Observatory  was  erected  in  1788,  before  any  thought  had  been  given  to  a  church  building
for  the  new  colony,  but  this  initial  enthusiasm  for  pure  science  was  not  sustained  from  the  public  purse.
The  Australian  Museu,  erected  in  the  late  1840s,  was  the  first  notable  public  monument  for  scientific
purposes;  it  inaugurated  a  new  interest  in  scientific  pursuits  during  the  1850s.     Yet  the  heyday  of  build-

ings for  exclusively  scientific  purposes  did  not  dawn  until  the  1880s  and  1890s;  even  then,  none  was  a
pivotal  work  in  Sydney's  architectural  history.

How  did  such  public  architectural  tributes  to  the  place  of  science  in  the  community  relate  to  its
major  applied  role  in  creating  and  changing  the  Sydney  scene?

GENTLEMEN  SCIENTISTS:     THE  MACLEAYS  OF  ELIZABETH  BAY  HOUSE

Ms.  Shar  Jones,
Curator,  Elizabeth  Bay  House,  Elizabeth  Bay,  N.S.W. ,  2011.

This  paper  examined  the  activities  of  the  Macleays  of  Elizabeth  Bay  House  as  leaders  and  patrons  of
science  in  New  South  Wales  from  1826-1891  and  attempted  to  place  colonial  scientific  development  in  a
broader  context.

Alexander  Macleay  (1767-1848)  public  servant,  entymologist  plantsman  and  scholar  was  influential  in
British  learned  societies  before  coming  to  N.S.W.   in  1826.  The  development  of  his  54  acre  garden  at
Elizabeth  Bay  provided  an  impetus  for  horticulture  and  botanical  study  in  the  Colony  and  as  Colonial
Secretary  he  was  well  placed  to  provide  leadership  in  the  establishment  of  cultural  and  scientific
institutions.

His  son,  William  Sharp  Macleay  (1792-1865),  public  servant,  entymologist  and  distinguished  scientific
theorist  who  influenced  both  French  and  English  scientific  thinking,  continued  his  father's  patronage  of
colonial  science.     During  his  lifetime,  Elizabeth  Bay  House  was  a  venue  for  scientific  discourse.

After  his  death  a  cousin,  William  John  Macleay,  grazier,  M.P.,  and  enthusiastic  naturalist,  amalgamat-
ed and  augmented  the  Macleay  Collections  which  were  greatly  englarged  after  his  expedition  to  New  Guinea.

He  played  a  vital  role  as  a  leader  and  patron  of  colonial  scientific  societies.     He  was  an  important
benefactor  of  the  University  of  Sydney  and,  in  1891,  was  knighted  for  his  gift  of  the  family  collection  to
the  University.     It  formed  the  basis  of  the  Macleay  Museum,  a  collection  containing  rare  specimens  which
continue  to  excite  scholarly  interest.

The  heritage  of  the  Macleays  of  Elizabeth  Bay  House  remains  however,  not  only  in  their  own  collection,
but  at  the  basis  of  the  entire  antipodean  scientific  tradition.
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