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Two  Pioneer  Naturalists:
John  Goldie,  Diary  of  a  Journey  through
Upper  Canada,  1819.

Foreword  by  Wiu114AmM  Spawn.  Privately
printed.  x  +  65  pp.  1967.  $1.75  from  Uni-
versity  of  Toronto  Bookstore.

John  Kerr  McMorine,  1842-1912.
Clergyman  and  Botanist
By  Enna  G.  Ross.  Privately  printed,  21  pp.

1969.  $1.00  from  the  author,  Pakenham,
Ontario.

John  Goldie  (1793-1886)  was  trained
as  a  gardener  at  the  Glasgow  Botanic
Garden  under  the  direction  of  W.  J.
Hooker,  Britain’s  great  empire  botanist.
As  a  consequence,  young  Goldie  was
inspired  to  make  his  trip  of  exploration
to  America  in  1817-19,  and  trips  to
Russia  in  1824  and  1830.  Eventually,  in
1844,  he  emigrated  to  Canada  and  settled
at  Ayr  where  he  farmed,  built  a  mill,  and
established  a  pioneer  Ontario  family.

The  diary  of  his  1819  trip  was  printed
before  (in  1897)  but  is  generally  un-
known;  this  new  printing  is  therefore
most  welcome,  especially  since  it  is  dif-
ferent  —unabridged,  from  the  original
manuscript  recently  discovered  in  the
Toronto  Public  Library.  It  concerns  the
journey,  on  foot,  from  Montreal  (June  4)
to  Brockville,  Kingston,  York  (June  26),
Lake  Simcoe,  Niagara  (July  11),  around
Lake  Ontario  to  Pittsburg  (Aug.  2,
“Sept.”  in  error),  Geneva,  Salina  (Syra-
cuse)  and  Sackets  Harbour  to  Kingston
(Aug.  25).  Earlier  portions  of  Goldie’s
diary  dealing  with  Nova  Scotia,  Quebec,
the  eastern  States,  etc.  were  unfor-
tunately  destroyed,  along  with  bundles
of  specimens  by  varied  accidents,  as  ex-
plained  by  Mr.  Spawn  in  his  useful  in-
troduction.

The  account  is  factual  and  exciting.
Goldie  was  a  real  vagabond-type  and
chose  to  trudge  the  whole  way,  some-
times  40  miles  a  day  with  pack  on  back,
sleeping-out  when  night  overtook  him,
idling  with  strangers,  avoiding  toll
bridges,  and  exposing  himself,  almost
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deliberately  it  seems,  to  all  the  trials  of
the  wilderness,—heat,  mosquitoes,  storms,
rattlesnakes,  swamp,  thorns  and  hunger,
but  always  resting  on  a  Sunday  to
read  his  books.  The  record  of  plants
seen,  wildlife,  soil,  landscape,  customs,
weather,  prices,  etc.,  of  course,  is  in-
valuable  Canadiana,  set  down  reliably
and  forthrightly,—perhaps  with  a  tinge
of  bravado!

We  know  Goldie  best  for  the  Shield
Fern,  Aspidiunt  Goldianum,  named  for
him  by  Hooker  on  a  plant  from  Montreal,
carried  back  to  Scotland.  Further  results
from  the  trip  are  the  some  dozen  new
species  he  himself  described,  including
our  spring  Squirrel  Corn,  Dicentra
canadensis  (Goldie)  Walp.,  and  the  rare
Sundew,  Drosera  linearis  Goldie,  for
which  we  get  details  of  site  and  circum-
stances  in  the  diary.  To  glean  his  total
botanical  contribution  we  need  to  con-
sult  Joseph  Ewan’s  rejoinder  in  Rhodora-
70:  457-461,  1968.

As  a  prominent  churchman,  Rev.  Mc-
Morine  held  charges  in  the  early  settle-
ments  of  Renfrew  and  Lanark  Counties
in  the  Ottawa  Valley  and  at  Port  Arthur,
later  settling  in  Kingston.  On  missions
or  on  holidays  for  health  reasons,  he
also  spent  periods  at  Portage-la-Prairie,
Cacouna  on  the  lower  St.  Lawrence,
Lake  Papineau  in  the  Laurentians,  in
Tennessee  and  the  Adirondacks.  At
each  locality  the  native  flora  attracted
his  study,  and  specimens  were  meticu-
lously  prepared  for  deposit  in  the  her-
barium  back  at  Queen’s  College,  King-
ston,  where  he  had  had  his  theological
training—and  where  he  had  shared  the
excitement  of  Professor  Lawson’s  botany
classes.  On  election  to  Fellowship  in  the
Botanical  Society  in  1861,  McMorine
presented  a  paper  on  The  Plants  of
Ramsay,  the  township  around  his  home
in  Almonte.  The  manuscript  has  not  sur-
vived,  and  no  further  floristic  writings
seem  to  have  been  attempted.  But  the
specimens  remain,  and  continue  to  be
cited  in  the  technical  literature;  this  is



1969

why  we  have  to  know  more  about  the
man,  his  collecting  habits  and  his  travels.

Miss  Ross  has  tallied  more  than  1200
McMorine  specimens,  representing  some
780  different  species.  In  her  brief  essay
she  lists  only  his  Ferns  and  Orchids  as  a
sample.  A  map  of  collecting  sites  is  in-
cluded.  We  are  grateful  to  her  for  re-
searching  this  enterprising  and  doubly
dedicated  Canadian.

W.  G.  Dore

Plant Research Institute
Department of Agriculture

_ Ottawa, Ontario

L’Alose  et  le  Gaspereau
(The  American  Shad  and  the  Alewife)

By  Jean-Marie  Roy.  Poissons  du  Québec,
Album  Numéro  8.  Ministere  de  l’Indus-
trie  et  du  Commerce  du  Québec,  Direc-
tion des Pécheries, Quebec. 24 pages. 1969.

After  a  pause  of  five  years,  another
album  of  the  series  Poissons  du  Quebec
has  appeared.  Number  8,  on  the  shad
and  alewife,  appears  in  a  slightly  smaller
format,  83  x  11  inches,  and  on  finer
paper  than  previous  numbers.  A  pair  of
a  delicately-tinted,  life-like  color  plates
by  P.  Voerodina  grace  the  center  of
the  booklet.  A  38-page  mimeographed
English  translation  is  available  for  those
who  do  not  read  French.

Authoritative  information  on  diagnos-
tic  features  and  color,  habitat,  migra-
tions  size,  races,  spawning,  food,  pre-
dators,  distribution,  the  fishery,  and
economic  importance  are  included  for
each  species.  The  text,  printing,  and  de-
sign  all  attest  that  “Québec  sait  faire.”

One  hopes  that  there  will  be  further
numbers  in  this  series.

D.  E.  McALListTER

Curator of Fishes
National Museum of Natural Sciences
Ottawa, Ontario
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Trees  of  North  America:  A  Field  Guide  to
the  Major  Native  and  Introduced  Species
North  of  Mexico

By  C.  Frank  Brockman,  illustrated  by
Rebecca  Merrilees.  The  Golden  Field
Guide  Series,  Golden  Press,  New  York.
280  pp.,  illus.  1968.  44% x  74  in.  paperback
$3.95  (US.),  clothbound  $5.95  (U.S.).

The  tourist  who  has  only  a  passing
interest  in  the  trees  he  sees  in  his  travels
as  well  as  the  travelling  naturalist  will
find  this  pocket-size  book  a  most  wel-
come  and  useful  companion.  It  is  the
second  of  a  series  of  guide  books
published  by  the  Golden  Press  (  see
review  of  the  first,  Birds  of  North
America  by  Robbins,  Bruun  and  Zim,
Can.  Field-Nat.  81  (2):  146:  1967).

This  book  contains  short  paragraph
descriptions  of  nearly  600  of  some  865
species  of  trees  which  are  native  to
North  America  north  of  Mexico.  In
addition,  over  100  more  important
foreign  trees  which  are  in  cultivation
and  have  become  naturalized  are  also
treated.  Descriptions  are  accompanied
by  marginal  disrtibution  maps  (for  the
native  species)  and  coloured  sketches  of
leaves  and  flowers  or  fruit,  and  oc-
casionally  habit  drawings  and  bark  pat-
terns  on  the  opposite  page.  There  are
no  keys.  Identification  1s  accomplished
by  comparison  with  the  drawings,  re-
ference  to  the  text  and  the  distribution

maps.
In  the  introduction,  there  are  short

illustrated  descriptions  of  the  plant
families  represented  in  the  book.  A  page
is  devoted  to  the  definition  of  a  tree  and
tree  shapes.  Two  pages  of  illustrations
depict  the  different  types  of  leaves  and
leaf  shapes,  margins,  tips,  bases  and  vena-
tion.  Mention  is  made  of  flowers,  fruits,
bark  and  twigs.  Six  forest  regions  are
described  briefly  and  there  is  a  one-page
coloured  map  _  broadly  outlining  the
vegetation  regions  of  North  America.

The  colour  illustrations  are  excellent.
The  maps,  largely  because  of  their  size,
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