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ABSTRACT.  The  Latin  diagnosis  of  Oxypetalum  rus¬
ticum  Rapini  is  provided  to  validate  the  speeies,  pro¬
posed  hut  not  validly  published  in  the  survey  of  the
Asclepiadoideae  from  the  Espinhago  Range  of  Minas
Gerais,  Brazil.  The  speeies,  endemic  to  the  Diaman-
tina  Plateau,  is  closely  related  to  O.  insigne  (l)ecaisne)
Malme  and  0.  glabrum  (Decaisne)  Malme,  differing
mainly  by  the  wooly  indumentum  of  the  branches  and
the  longer  corpusculum  of  the  pollinaria.
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Oxypetalum  R.  Brown  includes  more  than  150
species  distributed  mainly  in  Brazil  (Hoehne,  1916)
and  Argentina  (Meyer,  1943),  with  its  species  rich¬
ness  decreasing  toward  the  north  of  its  distribution.
The  genus  is  usually  recognized  by  the  gynostegium,
which  is  prolonged  in  a  rostrum,  and  the  translator
amis  of  the  pollinaria,  which  have  lateral  teeth.

Studies  on  the  Asclepiadoideae  from  the  Espin-
hayo  Range  of  Minas  Gerais,  Brazil  (Rapini,  2000;
Rapini  et  al.,  2001),  have  suggested  new  species  and
several  taxonomic  changes  in  the  subfamily  (see  Ra¬
pini,  2002,  for  new  species  of  Ditassa  R.  Brown  and
discussions  on  taxonomic  concepts  of  Metastelmati-
nae  genera).  Here,  the  Latin  diagnosis  of  Oxypetalum
rusticum  Rapini.  a  new  species  proposed  but  not  val¬
idly  published  in  the  survey,  is  provided  (for  full
description  and  paratypes,  see  Rapini  et  al.,  2001).

Oxypetalum  rusticum  Rapini,  sp.  nov.  TYPE:
Brazil.  Minas  Gerais:  Mun.  Datas  [“Diaman-
tina”],  Diamantina-Gouveia  road,  km  605,  14
Feb.  1998  (fl),  F  /V.  Costa,  P.  T.  Sana,  W.  Vi¬
le  gas,  L.  Campaner  &  F.  P.  Andrade  35  (ho-
lotype,  SPF;  isotype,  K).  Figure  1.

Oxypetalo  insigni  similis,  ramis  et  inflorescentiis  racem-
iformibus  lanatis,  foliis  persaepe  latioribus  supeme  villosis
sed  nervis  lanatis,  laciniis  corollae  sursum  glabrescentibus
et  retinaculis  maioribus,  ultra  2.4  mm  longis,  recedens.

Twining  vine;  branches  wooly.  Leaves  elliptic
or  ovate,  cordate  to  reniform  at  the  base,  pilose
adaxially,  villous  on  the  veins,  villous  abaxially,
wooly  on  the  veins.  Cymes  raeemiform,  with  up

to  6  flowers.  Corolla  hirsute  to  pubescent  abaxi¬
ally,  puberulent  adaxially  on  the  tube,  barbulate
on  the  throat,  glabrescent  toward  the  apex  of  the
lobes;  lobes  oblong,  0.9-1. 4  cm  long,  twisted,
patent.  Corona  lobes  scale-like  to  widely  oblong,
cleft,  cornieulate  adaxially.  Corpusculum  spath-
ulate,  keeled  to  involute,  2.5— 2.6  mm  long;  pol-
linia  0.65-0.85  mm  long.  Apex  of  the  gynoste¬
gium  prolongation  coroniform,  slightly  bilobate.
Follicles  wooly  to  velutinous.

Oxypetalum  rusticum,  0.  insigne  (Decaisne)
Malme,  and  0.  glabrum  (Decaisne)  Malme,  the  last
of  which  is  sometimes  considered  a  variety  of  O.
insigne  (Fontella-Pereira  &  Schwarz,  1983;  Fontel-
la-Pereira  et  al.,  1984),  form  a  complex  of  twining
species  with  the  gynostegium  prolongation  cup¬
shaped  or  coroniform  to  bilobate  at  apex.  The  new
species  differs  from  these  two  by  its  wooly  (vs.  gla¬
brous  to  hispid)  indumentum  of  the  branches  and
mainly  by  its  longer  corpusculum  (2.5— 2.6  mm  long
vs.  up  to  2.1  mm  long  in  the  other  two  species).
Due  to  the  leaves  usually  broad,  villous  abaxially,
and  especially  the  wooly  branches,  O.  rusticum  is
not  subtle  when  compared  with  its  closely  related
and  relatively  slender  species  (see  Rapini,  2000,
for  photos  ol  the  three  species),  w  hich  is  the  reason
for  the  specific  epithet.

Phenology.  Oxypetalum  rusticum  has  been
found  with  flowers  between  November  and  April,
and  with  lruits  in  April.

Distribution  and  habitat.  The  species  is  re¬
stricted  to  the  Diamantina  Plateau,  in  the  northern
range  of  its  closely  related  taxa:  0.  glabrum  extends
into  the  southern  Diamantina  Plateau  and  O.  insig¬
ne  to  Serra  do  Cipo,  also  in  the  Espinhayo  Range
of  Minas  Gerais.  Oxypetalum  rusticum  occurs  only
in  campos  rupestres,  an  open  vegetation  on  quartzite
or  sandstone  formations  that  appears  at  elevations
above  900  m,  and  which  is  known  for  its  high  level
of  plant  endemism  (Giulietti  et  al.,  1987,  1997;  Ra¬
pini  et  al.,  in  press).
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Figure  1.  Oxypetalum  ruslicum  Rapini.  — A.  Habit,  fertile  branch,  with  indumentum  iu  detail  at  right.  — 15.  Flower.
— C.  Lobe  of  corona,  adaxial  view.  — 1).  Appendage  of  gynostegium.  — E.  I’ollinarium.  Drawn  by  the  author  from  the
holotype,  Costa  et  al.  35  (SPF).
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