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The Sungskrit inscription at the Kothoutiga gate of the fort, al-
luded to by Buchanan, page 432, was, I believe, brought to Chuprah
by Mr. Walter Ewer, and is at present in the grounds of Mr. Luke’s
house. I shall endeavour either to forward the original, or a copy to
the Asiatic Society.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

CuuprrAm, E. L. RAVENSHAW.
21st Aprel, 1839.

P. S.—Since writing the above Mr. Luke has promised to forward
the slab by a boat which is about to start for Calcutta.

Art. II.—The  Mahimnastava,” or a Hymn to Shiva ; with an
English translation. By the Rev. KrisuNna MonaNa BANERJI.

The well-known invocation to Surva, of which an English transla-
tion is presented to the public, together with the original, in the follow-
ing lines, is held in high repute among the Hindus. It purports
to be written by Pusupapanta, chief of the Gandharvas, who was
in the habit of stealing flowers, for the purpose of worshipping Suiva
with them, from the garden of king Va’Hu, unseen by the keepers of
the garden. As he was gifted with the power of walking in the air he
baffled for a long time all the efforts of the keepers to catch him, who
observed every morning large quantities of flowers stolen away, but
could not ascertain how the thief got into the garden by night, in spite
of all their watchful vigilance. They suspected at last that it was a
being capable of flying that committed the robbery night by night,
and left in several places some holy flowers sacred to Surva, with the
hope that the thief might tread upon them in the dark and be depriv-
ed of his supernatural powers, in consequence of the curse which such
an insult to those sacred mysteries would necessarily bring upon him.
The plan had the desired effect. The Gandharva trod upon the sa-
cred flowers, and lost his power of riding on the wind. He was ac-
cordingly caught and taken into custody, when, through fear of the
king whom he had offended by stealing his flowers, he offered the fol-
lowing supplication to Sa1va.

In the translation of this composition I have consulted the scholia
of a learned commentator, as well a version in the Bengalee language,
both of which have been printed with the text. As all classes of the
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Hindus are allowed the privilege of worshipping Saiva, this hymn is
distinguished from invocations to other gods by the liberty with which
it may be read and repeated even by the Siudras, and it is therefore
more widely known among the natives than the other prayers and
mantras with which the Brahmins alone are familiar, because they
alone are allowed te use them.

AfgF: wCed wnfagel agagy
wfasanaama agges wafa o |

FYTITT: qE: TATAU{CUATI(Y e
AATHN WS T faeuate: ofwme Il

If the offering of praise by one that does not comprehend the su-
preme limits of thy glory be unworthy of thee, then the language
even of BrRauma’ and the other gods must be deficient. No one there-
fore that sings according to the measure of his understanding is culp-
able—and this attempt of mine too, O HARA! to celebrate thy praise,
may be excused.

AT GFTA qF F ACEHT arSATGA]
TAggeT & wfwa wfwaw gfacfa |

¥ R @A Hfa(auw w3 faua
9T AR ATH 7 WA FEF F 49 RN

Thy glory, incapable as it is of any definition, and deseribed with
awe even by the Vedas, surpasses the utmost stretch of thought and
expression. Who then can duly set forth its praise > Who can compre.
hend its nature and properties® And yet as to its figurative illustra-
tions, vouchsafed by thee in condescension to the infirmities of the

faithful, who would not set his mind upon them and give expression to
them ? :

AYERATITY: TCwAe fafetaaa:

@ T (Fawrty gorfawand |
A AT T TURGATEA HIA

g (e, geReE Ftgafean (1R
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Can the word even of the chief of gods (Bramma’) be a matter of
wonder to thee who art the cause of the nectar-like sweets of lan-
guage? My mind is thus bent upon this invocation, O thou destroyer
of TRIPURA, to the end that I may purify my language by the virtue
of recounting thy attributes.

L Q.
GERCDD] a‘ﬂa‘&mg'za TIFIHEIAA
TFE g« fagy quia=rg 497 |
FRYTATH A 978 HAIHTHTT
o = R
faesg = fagua <& stefaa w8l
Thy godhead, celebrated in the Vedas, and displayed in the three-
fold forms of BRaama’, Visunvu, and Suiva, distinguished severally by
the three properties of Saifwa Rajas, and Tamas, is the cause of the
creation, preservation, and annihilation of the universe; and yet there
are certain foolish and stupid men in the world who oppose this thy

godhead in an abominable way, however acceptable that way may be
to the wicked.

fadte: & s ey fague feya+d
feraTarQ wiat gsifa fagmere wfaw |
AC__=o
T[T XA eTIATALCGE| AT
e . o~
Fami & witgen@aia e s 1y
“ What is his attempt? What his form? By what means—with
what implements—of what materials does the Creator form the uni-
verse?”’ Vain questions like these, unworthy of thy incomprehensible

glory, and therefore wicked, pass the lips of some infatuated men for
the delusion of the world.

HFRTA ST fRRTTaa=fT st
wfyetar fa& wafafucages wafa |

FAMAT FATFITATAA F: GCHT

TAT AR W AeTATIT G TH i€l

Can this embodied universe be uncreate? Could its existence proceed
from any one except the Creator of the world? Or who else but the
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Lord could attempt the production of the world ? The wicked, regard-
less of these considerations, indulge in scepticism concerning thee, O
thou supreme of immortals !

=T |IET A wgwﬁ-m#"étmf‘ﬂ‘fﬁ

wfaw weam ufagwe: weafafay |
wful IFARIF T

TUWRRT T EA(Q GIAT AU |19l

While the Vedas, the Sinkhya philosophy, the Yoga shastra, the
system concerning the creature and the creator, the doctrine of the
Vaishnavas, &e. involve many conflicting theories and sentiments of
which some follow this, some that—and while there are consequently
different kinds of men pursuing various paths, straight,as well as
crooked, according to the diversity of their opinions—thou art alone
_the one end of all these sects, as the sea is of different rivulets.

AEIR: @ETy TS wen wiwa:
RATTIATITT ICZ A+ IHTY |

AT 1 ALY gufa T Waguiuteat
wfe @rearTE fArgagser |Rafa 1=

A large bull, a wooden staff, an axe, a tiger or elephant’s hide, ashes,
snakes, and a skull—these, O thou dispenser of blessings, are thy
principal ornaments and furniture. The other gods are indeed tenaci-
ous of this and that enjoyment, all which thou mayest call forth by
a mere turn of thy eye—but a feverish thirst after such objects
cannot disturb a self-contented being.

Y9 Fgq 79 TH AU FIYTR
9} T ST gfa gafawy |

b

qAE AR qTRYA Afarena 3
& frx o et 7 @y /9 yer q@an i)

One philosopher* says that every thing is eternal ; anothert says
that every thing here is perishable ; while a third} maintains that in

* KariLs, the founder of the SdnkAya philosophy.

T Bubpha, the last pretended incarnation of the Deity, from whom originated the
sect which goes by his name.

i Gourama the founder of the Nydya philosophy.
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this universe, composed of various materials, some things are eternal,
others perishable.—Although I am in a manner bewildered by these
speculations, I am not still ashamed of setting forth thy praise, for my
tongue cannot be held.

qaIged’ FeATgRAlC Ffcras oy
T Y TAEE AfToe=aT: |
qat WimmawaeUgi i ag
wd qey anal a9 fEagete 9 w=fa i

In order to estimate thy glory, who art fire and light, Brauma”
attempted in vain to measure its upper and Visunu its lower part.—
But when they sang thy praise with faith and devotion, then thou
didst manifest thyself unto them. Can then thy service ever be
pronounced futile or fruitless ?

a :
FIeATRTATY FFYaa "acHias<
FUEA| AETRAYA CTRCGILTWI |
T egImiciyaaTumieETT:
¢ -
feguar wagn fegeeT fasgfeatad 1Ll
It was only owing to the unshaken faith with which he worshipped
thy lotus-feet with his heads, as with so many rows of lotuses, that, O
thou destroyer of TrRirurA, the ten-headed Ra’vana having gained

unrivalled and undisturbed possession of the world exerted the strength
of his arms, ever itching for war.

FHEA FAARTTAACRAE YT
T A FrgfyTEd) faaaaa; |
AT ATATS yeEgfaagrefucta
wfast s Y ﬁ’wﬁﬁ’r qgerfa @ = IR

When he (Ra’vana) exerted against Kaildsha, even thy dwelling,
the power of those very arms which he had got as a reward for his
services to thee, (so true it is that the wicked forget themselves in
prosperity !) it would have been impossible for him to find any resting
place, even in hell, hadst thou only slightly moved the tip of thy toe.

L But thy long-suffering remembered his Jormer devotions, and spared
him.]
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REAE TIET T4 yorEiy €@
Ty I afcsmireatzyEa: |
7 afes afer afafeafc agwoa
 weaT SHed wafa frCaerTsgAla: 13l

That Va'na, who had reduced the whole world under his subjec-
tion, should pull down the dominion of INDra, although so high, was
not a matter of wonder ; because he worshipped thy feet. What eleva-

tion is there which the prostration of the head before thy feet could
not procure !

HHIT S TII HAATICHI
fraerediy feaa fad dga9a: |
TR TG A7 J Fad 9 FqIae)
faarif wreay yaawsngaefaa 1)

Does not the blue spot which coloured thy throat, when thou drankest
the deadly potion in pity to the gods and demons, who were all afraid
that the universe should have an untimely dissolution, serve to set
forth thy beauty? Surely even a disfigurement becomes graceful in a
person who undertakes to relieve the world from fear.

e A o -
FtagrT A9 ff¥g (v IRATGER
faani foed srfa srfas ae f&fwE: |
q IR r-a:ﬁmtgmnrrtm A
W wagTent wfy afuy vea: afewT 1wl

That victor, whose shafts were never discharged in vain in this
world consisting of gods, demons, and men, even KaNpDARPA, met
with dissolution when he looked upon thee, O Lord, as if thou wert

like any other common god. So impossible is it to despise the self-
controlled with impunity !

AEIZTIIATgSAfq TEaT NIwF
g fasuy STeage eI AT |
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AEAT greed aveafeayasziarisanat
STFETH eTH e 7 T (AT I

The safety of the earth became doubtful by the stamp of thy feet—
the firmament became giddy and unstable, with all its stars and
luminaries, shattered by the stroke of thy hand—and the heavens,
touched by thy clotted hair fell into a troublous state, when thou
dancedst in order to defend the universe from the Rakshases. How
mysterious and seemingly contradictory must be this thy providence,
by which thou didst thus trouble the creation while thou wert in
fact effecting its preservation !

faagm i AT ftaw gy
HTE] AT @@ yuAwgge: fafa
STE ITARTE ST fyaed A safa—
eI YARTRATRE 79 a9 1ol

Those streams of the Ganga which extend far in the sky, whose frothy
appearance is that of clusters of sparkling stars, which replenished the
“mighty ocean, forming it like a great ring round the insular earth,
looked a small drop when thou didst sustain them on thy head!
What a glorious conception does this give of thy wondrous and ma-
jestic body !

TR Tt MAYTAH R weE)

Ty T e w ofa |
feu= & wrd (AqRguaArsEiaiy

fava: WrSweal @ @Y uTATn Wluw 1z

When thou didst resolve upon consuming TripuRra, the earth was
thy chariot, BRaumaA’ thy charioteer, the chief of mountains ( Man-
dara) thy bow, the sun and moon thy wheels, and Visunu himself
thy arrow! What was all this preparation against a city that was
but as grass before thee ? Not that the will of the lord was dependent
- upon any instruments, but that thou wert pleased, as it were, to sport
with those implements.
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Tfcia gree Fawafaamrg a4y
TR afena (AT TaAe |
TAT WA g afufa 7€) ToRaTE
sarat TR YT STErfw St e

When Harr (Visunvu), who was daily in the habit of worshipping
thy feet with a thousand lotuses, found on a certain occasion that the
number was short by one, he plucked one of his lotus-eyes to fill up
the want. Then did the fulness of his faith, thus tried and approv-
ed, become, by means of his wheeled body, the watchful principle of the
world’s conservation.

AT GF SATTTAR (T GRHII RAAAT
WA T WA TIATCET Fa |

FAEAT TIWTT AT RAGTAR (]

JAT AZT ToAT ZEURAT ToAT FT¢ (IRl

The sacrifice being ended, thou alone remainest as the cause of re-
ward to its performers. How can a work that is finished and has
ceased, be efficacious afterwards, except because of thy worship? Itis
accordingly only by looking up to thee as the pledge of reward in sa-
crifices, and by reposing faith in the Pedas, that a person can be said
to commence a great work.

frTzRT=: wqufa CiTEagar—
FrUTATFaE TWE EFEIT: LW |
WTH AT HAY R AT A1
¥¥ @ wETiay< afawrua fewan 1kl

Although DaxsuA* so perfect in works, and lord of all creatures,
was the offerer—although Riéshis were the priests, and gods the assem-
bled partakers of the sacrifice, yet was it interrupted and rejected,
and Daxsua himself destroyed by thee ; for such oblations as are made
without faith in him, who is the giver of rewards in them, are produc-
tive only of evil.

*¥ DAxsHA was the father-in-law of SH1va.
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wSitATe ATy wEN wiwaw @t gfwax

wd Qfegat fowfay  yeaes 79w |
YU ETE fean e ausra 7

T AT @l T A 1R

~ When Braama’* lusting after his own daughter (that had through
fear of her father’s attempt against her virtue transformed herself into
a hind) became a stag, with a view to gratify his passion, thou didst
bend thy bow against him ; and when he had fled from thy fear, even
into heaven, thy hands, like those of a chasing hunter, took him, and
have not yet set him at liberty.

FAEEATAITYAITIATTT qUIAT
T Jou FugT YTHYA Torgd /{7 |
RN e ™
afz qu T FRfaa TETSTIAT
AN
gAfa a1 AFT 97 I FIUIIAT: |IRR)

If, O destroyer of TripURrA, even after seeing the flower-armedt
god of love reduced like grass instantly to ashes for audaciously
hoping to overcome thee by making} Pa’rvaTi’s beauty as his instru-
ment, the goddess still looks upon thee as if thou wert subject to
animal passions, because half of thy body is joined with hers, then,
O thou self-controlling dispenser of blessings, young women must be
deceived.

AN ST WCEL fUven awsq
fanmaTew: Ty qaUviET |
wagsd WS a7 waq AR afgs
qT(Y THAWT T2 TH AFIA(E (1R3!

Although owing to th; sports in the cemetery, with the devils as thy
followers—the ashes of the burnt pile as thy ointment—and skulls as
thy necklaces and drinking cups—thy disposition and very name must
appear evil and be awful—yet thou art the cause of supreme felicity to
all that call upon thee.

* BrauMma’ is the first person of the Hindw Triad and the creator of the universe.

T Ka’mapgeva, the god of love, or animal passions, is supposed to use flowers as his
shafts when he strikes lust into the hearts of men.

T Pa’rvati was the wife of SHiva.
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# Hegsmfaw @fquagyraraaen:
NEgEAFIAT: TR faw e fgag |
AT RTE R X A faasmgaay
gYedTEaTa (@A (7 JfAaaflcmawat IRY

Thou art verily that incomprehensible truth which the self-control-
led devotees contemplate when they put their fingers to their nostrils
and fix their thoughts, abstracted from all external impressions, within
their minds, and when through joy their hairs stand on end, and they,
as if immersed in the sea of delight, feel themselves happy, plunged
in the waters of immortality.

FAARET € ATIA(E IS @ FATE

waATIEd =W @ qfu et afw{aw |
ufcfamad eafa afcwar faafa g

7 fag @mwd qufag 5 gvd 7 waf@ Ra)

Thou art the sun—thou the moon—thou the air—thou thyself
fire—thou art water—thou art sky—thou the earth—and thou the
spirit. With such expressions did the ancients define thy essence.
But as for ourselves, we acknowledge that we know no substance
which thou pervadest not. |

FatfaEig fayaaaal Nufrgy-

A eAe

FmrUesu feafacfwegyiataai@ |
gOea yta wfafacaganaan i
AR WE A WL qureatafa 9§ 1o

The mystical and immutible Om which being composed of the
three letters A v m signify successively the three Vedas (Rich, Ydjus
and Saman)—the three states of life (awaking, dreaming, sleeping)—
the three worlds (heaven, earth, and hell)—the three gods (of the triad,
Branma’, Visanu, and Mauesawara)—and which by its nasal
sound is indicative of thy fourth office as supreme lord of all—ever
expresses and sets forth thy collective and single forms.

w1 @l @z vuiaci eeAei
T AN ggivaaesfad |
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7w neda wfre<fa gaofacia
<\ o
e arew w{ufeaaa@® ¥9qa IRT

Buava, Sarva, Rubra, Pasuurari, Usra, MAHADEVA, Buri'ma,
and I'sua’Na, of these thy eight names, each, O god, is celebrated in
the Vedas (or each the gods desire to hear.) With a humbled mind
I bow and adore to thee who art called by these precious names.

T ety fuaey efaeta 9 aq

aq: Fifesry e afgsa g aq8 |
&t afes™ faaas afve 9 /6@

AW WEE & AfEIAARE T A7 R

Reverence to thee, O god of meditation and austerity, who art
nearest (i. e. to those that serve thee), and who art also farthest (i. e.
from them that disregard thee)—Reverence to thee who art the hum-
blest (i. e. to those that are humble), and who art also the greatest (i. e.
to those that are high-minded)-—Reverence to thee who art old (as the
creator of the universe), and yet young, being independent of the decay-
ing effects of age—Reverence to thee who art all, and in whom all
things subsist !

SEELI (Felew] WA Taja:
SAGERA WA (qed AT ARAH: |
-~ . _
NIHARY qEEQIL BT AAAR:
wasla wg faeied faars aq@mm 1zl

Reverence, O Reverence, to Baava, who partakes chiefly of the
Rajas quality for the creation of the world. Reverence, O Reverence,
to Mrina, who partakes of the Satfwa quality for the conservation of
the world and the happiness of men. Reverence, O Reverence, to

Hara, who is principally moved by the quality of ZTamas in the
destruction of the world.

awuufaad: I F9e

MY AT qUAATA(gA NW g |
Tfa gfwa aaaea &t wiw T

TR ILWAE ITFITHIEC 13!
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How vast the difference between my understanding, capable of
grasping only little objects and subject to the perturbations of the
passions, and between thy everlasting glory, whose properties know no
boundary !—Hence my faith having led me, who am fearful of thee,
to this profitable exercise, casts me at thy feet with this verbal offering,
as with that of flowers.

Ffaafrfcad @ wee< fasgurs
FLARACATETEG@AT 5 w‘a"l“ n

faafa afz Tt Trg gawre
azfa ag mmvf’m o< 7 garfa 1z

O Lord, even if there were a heap of ink like a black mountam
were the ocean itself the inkstand, and did SAraswarr herself conti-
nue to write for ever with the twigs of the Kalpafaru* as her pens, hav-
ing the earth itself for her paper, [even ¢f there were such a writer
with such stationery, and to wrife for so long a time] still would it
be impossible to express the limits of thy qualities.

WA WAFTAT {r'a"'maé’trsr'
IS 9 TeT Fra: |
Wﬂ"iﬁﬁﬂ'ﬁi"ﬁi‘ TETATE T
wWaAfAgAAI (e (g e IEEY

Kusauma Dasaana (PUusHPADANTA, OF flower-teethed) the chief of
all the Gandharvas, and the servant of the god of gods, who bears on
his head the crescent of the moon, being in consequence of his wrath de-
prived of his greatness, composed this excellent hymn of the lord’s glory.

grITafugsy ﬁﬂiﬁﬁ‘eﬁga
gzfa szz HAT! HT?fﬁfFrT«!ﬁm'r l
awifa fomadd fars IR
TWIATAZAAY YrUgaqua 11330

If a man, having worshipped the chief of gods, read with his hands
closed together, and his attention fixed, this hymn, composed by Pusn-
PADANTA, and of certain efficacy as the one only means of emancipa-
tion in heaven, he will join the company of Suiva, and will be ador-

-ed by the Kinnaras.t

* A fabulous tree of mythological celebrity, which vields any fruits that are desired
by any one.
1 The Kinnaras were a species of celestial bemgs.
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