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XIX.—Description  of  a  supposed  new  Hedgehog  from  Muscat  in  Arabia.—
By  W.  T.  Branrorp,  F.  R.  S.,  &e.

(Received and read Dec. 4th 1878.)

(With  Plate  IX.)

Amongst  a  collection  of  small  mammals,  birds  and  reptiles,  sent  to  me
some  time  since  by  Colonel  Miles,  the  Political  Agent  at  Muscat,  are  two
specimens,  one  preserved  in  spirit,  the  other  a  skin,  of  a  species  of  hedgehog
which  appears  to  me  undescribed.  It  is  somewhat  intermediate  in  charac-
ters  between  the  Indian  ZH.  collaris,  and  the  Persian  and  Baluchistan  Z.
macracanthus,  and  EH.  megalotis,  being  larger  than  the  former  and  having
longer  spines,  whilst  it  is  inferior  in  both  respects  to  the  two  latter.  The
following  is  a  description  of  the  new  form.

ERINACEUS  NIGER,  sp.  nov.

Ei.  supra  niger,  subtus  nigrescenti-fuscus,  auriculis  longiusculis,  pilis
sparsis  griseis  indutis,  aculeis  longiusculis,  apices  versus  nigris,  in  medio
albis,  ad  basin  fuscis.  Long.  tota  6—7,  auriculi  1:6,  plante  1:25  poll.  angl.

Has.  Juxta  Muscat  in  Arabia.
The  description  is  chiefly  taken  from  the  specimen  in  spirit,  a  female.

The  size  is  moderate,  exceeding  that  of  H.  collaris,  but  apparently  inferior
to  EL.  europeus.  The  colour  is  black  above,  the  white  ring  on  the  spines
being  very  inconspicuous,  the  face  is  sooty  black  with  a  few  gray  hairs
interspersed,  the  ears  are  grey.  On  the  lower  parts  and  limbs  all  the  hairs
are  sooty  or  blackish  brown.

The  feet  are  of  moderate  size,  not  so  broad  as  in  £.  grayi,  nor  short  as
in  EZ.  micropus,  but  resembling  those  of  #.  collaris  in  form,  and  thinly  clad
with  hair  above.  Five  claws  on  all  feet,  the  inner  claw  on  the  hind  feet
much  smaller  than  the  others.

The  ears  are  long,  not  very  broad,  rounded  at  the  end,  thinly  clad  out-
side  and  near  the  margin  inside  with  short  whitish  hairs:  there  are  longer
white  hairs  at  the  base  of  the  anterior  inner  margin,  and  longer  blackish
hair  near  the  base  in  front  and  behind.

Spines  long,  one  inch  to  one  and  a  quarter  in  length  on  the  hinder  part
of  the  back.  In  the  spirit  specimen,  a  female,  none  exceed  1°1  inches;  in
the  dried  skin  some  are  nearly  14  incheslong.  The  spines  commence  on  the
forehead  inside  of  each  ear,  leaving  a  space  free  from  spines  in  the  middle,
running  back  for  about  an  inch.  Allare  black  at  the  points  for  half  an  inch,
then  white  for  about  }  inch,  then  dusky  to  near  the  base  where  they  are
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rather  paler.  Each  spine  is  surrounded  by  about  24  to  28  longitudinal
grooves,  the  ridges  between  the  grooves  being  closely  tuberculate.

The  following  are  measurements  of  the  specimen  in  spirit,  an  adult
female.  Males  are  probably  rather  larger.  The  length,  owing  to  contrac-
tion,  is  somewhat  less  than  that  of  a  fresh  specimen  would  be—

Length  from  nose  to  anus,  aa  ease  ONLAN  “aie.  Taw  gne  aan
Ditto  of  tail,  dan  Rata  caeee  CE  des”  eel)  sca)  Rane  ody  ae

Total,  6°4
Dcwertin  OF  Cah  ROM  ONIEO)  Co.  7)  24.  KEW,  died  vista  pod,  weit  Le

Ditto  ditto  GUROMOS  50-o  foe  ae  SE  ules  did  whl  ace)  LOO
Breadth  of  ear,  ...   ......  SH  dde  ete  tiae  okt  |  cnet  ERSD
Length  of  palma  without  laws,  eA  ad  Onn  taehdawy  Be.  -  Ce

Ditto  planta  ditto,  .  a  ee  bd  vo/  dae  y  hpee  tae
The  skull  of  the  same  specimen  is  fan  narrower  than  that  of  #.  col-

laris,  and  has  a  longer  muzzle.  The  following  are  measurements  :
;  in

Length  from  occipital  plane  to  end  of  premaxillaries,  ...  1:9
Ditto  from  lower  margin  of  foramen  magnum  to  ditto,  ...  1°78
Ditto  of  bony  palate  from  opening  of  posterior  nares,  ...  1:05

Breadth  across  zygomatic  arches,...©  ....  2.4  sea  ses’)  see  0°98
Breadth  of  frontal  region  between  orbits,...  ...  ...  ...  O45

iretee, Mae TOMOR, Ps eden Fi paw Sy shal.  Row B fone, 1) RS Mae ere
Renetn  of  nasal  supore,...  tay  7  sae,  5;  «as  it  aeatl  Sep.  oan,  PLO  Oe

Pah iOe TUANCINIG. 755 i nen.) welnsy sand «duct pads, Ieast > tooes, Se
Peeimah  OF  dxuto  abouls  cet.  ac.  {sas  ssnt)  see  Ike  Linas  ncvee  2

Description  of  Plate.

Pigg  lL.  Head  of  Hrinaceus  niger.
2.  Fore  foot  of  ditto.
3.  Hind  foot  of  ditto.
4,  5,  6,  Skull  of  ditto.
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