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area  becomes  dry  plants  suitable  to  the  new  conditions  immediately

appear.  In  the  Peace  River  region  a  great  variety  of  conditions
exist  in  a  very  restricted  area  buteven  if  the  patch  of  alkali  soil  is  only
a  few  yards  in  extent  or  the  dry  hillside  rises  from  among  marshes
and  bogs  the  plants  found  are  those  characteristic  of  these  con-
ditions.

The  trees  found  are  those  to  be  met  with  everywhere  in  the
sub-arctic  forest.  The  rivers  are  bordered  by  willows  and  balsam
poplar  [Populus  balsarniferd)  while  black  spruce  [Picea  nigra)  and
tamarac  [Larix  Atnericana)  grow  in  swamps  and  wet  ground
generally.  The  country  as  a  whole  is  clothed  with  white  spruce
{Picea  alba)  and  aspen  [Populus  treniuloides)  and  an  occasional
sandy  ridge  will  be  covered  with  Banksian  pine,  [Piiius  Banksiana).
There  is  almost  no  birch  in  the  country  except  on  or  near  the  tops
of  the  highest  hills.  None  of  the  trees  are  large,  15  or  18  inches
being  the  usual  diameter  for  the  largest  spruces  but  though  re-
peated  fires  have  in  many  parts  almost  destroyed  the  forest  there
still  remains  an  abundance  of  material  for  all  the  needs  of  the

settler.

SOME  BIRD-NOTES  OF  THE  YEAR.

By  G.  EiFRiG.

A  Red-letter  Day  for  Warblers.  —  The  high-water  mark  in
the  spring  migration  of  warblers  was  this  year  evidently  reached
on  May  23rd.  A  perfect  wave  of  warblers  together  with  some
thrushes,  finches  and  wrens  struck  the  city  the  night  before  this
date.  These  lively  and  cheerful  denizens  of  the  tree-tops  were

very  noticeable  in  the  trees  along  our  streets,  in  gardens  and
especially  in  those  along  the  north  side  of  the  Rideau,  where  the
bird  army,  coming  from  the  low  southern  bank  of  the  river  would
naturally  strike  first.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  above  date,  at  three
o'clock,  I  was  in  Lt.-Col.  White's  park,  between  Wurtemberg
street  and  the  Rideau.  I  have  never  seen  so  many  birds  and  such
a  variety  in  so  small  a  space  before.  In  a  spruce  tree  not  over
thirty  feet  high,  I  saw  within  about  ten  minutes,  the  following
warblers:  Blackpoll,  Magnolia,  parula,  Blackburnin,  bay-breasted,
black-throated  blue,  black-throated  green  and  the  redstart,  several
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of  each,  besides  some  more  in  the  top  which  I  did  not  recognize
quickly  enough.  Mourning  and  the  rare  Tennessee  warblers  had
also  been  seen  in  the  morning,  when  the  number  of  birds  is  said
to  have  been  still  greater.  Together  with  these  warblers  had
come  the  white-throated  and  white  crowned  sparrows,  and  the
olive-backed  thrush,  which  seem  to  prefer  the  company  of  war-
blers  during  migration.  Added  to  all  these  the  robins,  bluebirds
and  blackbirds  which  had  established  their  households  in  the

garden  long  before  this  date,  they  certainly  made  it  a  very  lively
picturesque  place  for  a  while.

A  Heronry  near  Eganville.  —  On  the  26th  and  27th  I  had
occasion  to  visit  Lake  Dore  near  Eganville,  Renfrew  County.
At  one  end  of  this  lake  there  is  an  extensive  swamp  area,  partly
made  up  of  cat-tail  growth,  impenetrable  alike  to  foot  and  boat
and  partly  of  wooded  portions,  where  there  is  more  firmness
underneath.  Several  so-called  spring  creeks  roll  their  muddy
dark  colored  and  slowly  gliding  waters  through  these  swamy
woods.  On  the  banks  of  one  of  these  creeks,  several  rods  from

where  it  enters  the  lake,  is  the  heronry.  It  consists  of  about
100  —  150  nests,  which  are  from  thirty  to  fifty  feet  up  in  the  swamp
elms,  which  in  this  place  had  at  so  late  a  date  no  leaves  whatever.
The  nests  are  bulky  affairs,  made  of  large  sticks  in  the  crotches
and  forks  of  branches.  They  look  very  insecure  and  top-heavy,
especially  when  their  large  proprietors  get  up  on  them  to  survey
the  surroundings.  When  our  boat  noiselessly  glided  up  the  creek,
the  nests  could  be  seen  from  far,  but  no  herons,  but  as  we  drew

nearer  one  loud  squeak  would  sound  and  then  more  and  the  herons
would  slowly  and  reluctantly  fly  out  of  their  nests,  some  would
merely  stand  up  to  see  what  was  wrong.  If  a  shot  is  fired  or  a
paddle  splashed  flat  into  the  water,  the  uproar  is  instantaneous
and  great.  Later  on,  when  the  young  are  out  and  must  be  fed,
the  tumult  and  uproar  especially  at  night  is  something  awful.
At  this  time  most  had  their  four  large  green  eggs  in  the  nest,  yet
some  had  one  or  two  of  the  young  out  already.  That  the  nests  of
these  ungainly  birds,  so  high  up,  are  not  very  safe  is  attested  by
the  number  of  young  and  broken  eggs  lying  among  the  trees.
The  only  species  seen  was  the  blue  heron  [Ardea  hetodias).

Some  more  Lake  Dore  Birds.  —  Out  on  the  lake  several  loons
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[Gavia  imber)  could  at  all  times  be  seen  swimmings  and  diving
when  the  boat  would  approach  nearer  than  about  a  quarter  of  a
mile.  Their  floating,  nesting-  locations,  right  on  the  edge  of  the
cat-tail  areas,  could  be  seen  but  no  eggs  as  yet.  The  herring  gull
{Larus  argentatus)  could  be  seen  drawing  its  graceful  circles  over
the  lake.  It  certainly  is  a  fine  bird,  snowy  white  below  and
pearly  gray  above.  It  nests  here  also,  laying  its  eggs  on  some  of
the  large  rocks  near  the  shore  of  Lake  Dor^  and  Golden  Lake.

Among  the  remnants  of  last  year's  cat-tails  could  be  seen  the
curious  little  long-billed  marsh  wren  {Cistothorus  palustris).  They
were  busily  engaged  building  their  nests.  These  nests  are  works
of  art  and  are  also  quite  large  for  such  tiny  birds.  Each  pair
builds  several  of  these  nests,  which  are  globular,  with  a  small
entrance,  well  hidden.  They  are  fastened  to  old  cat-tail  stalks,
2  and  3  feet  over  the  water  and  all  lined  with  the  down  fiom  the

old  disintegrating  cat-tails  of  the  fall  before.  The  nests  are  5  to  6
in.  in  diameter  outside,  and  are  very  compactly  knitted  or  woven
of  old  and  new  cat-tail  leaves  and  grass.  Why  each  pair  builds
several  nests  when  only  using  one  for  their  eggs,  is  not  known,
whether  it  is  to  mislead  their  enemies,  or  to  have  places  of  shelter
in  different  parts  of  their  swampy  domain,  or  for  other  reason  is
hard  to  say.

BOTANICAL  CLUB  OF  CANADA.

The  last  meeting  of  the  Botanical  Club  of  Canada  was  held  in
the  City  of  St.  John,  N.B.,  on  June  23rd,  24th  and  2  vth,  1904,
during  the  meetings  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Canada.  There  was

a  good  attendance  of  members  and  a  few  visitors,  among  the  latter
being  Prof.  W.  F.  Ganong,  who  gave  valuable  suggestions.

The  work  of  the  Club  was  discussed  and  it  was  decided  to

take  up  some  new  lines  of  work,  in  addition  to  the  valuable  pheno-
logical  observations  which  have  been  so  ably  edited  by  Dr.  A.  H.
MacKay  for  several  years.  As  a  means  of  learning  what  botanical
work  has  been  done  in  Canada  and  that  the  Club  might  be  of  use
in  the  advancement  of  the  Science  of  Botany  in  the  Dominion,  it

was  further  decided  to  ask  each  of  the  Local  Secretaries  living  in
various  parts  of  Canada,  to  prepare  each  year  a  short  report  on
work  that  has  been  done  during  the  season  in  their  respective  dis-
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