
WHAT  HAPPENS  H

BY AUSTIN L. RAND, W

When a new collection arrives at Chicago Natural Histor
Museum it is incorporated into the permanent referenc
file of specimens, the Museum's "Bird Collection," and i

By plane or by ship and then by train the packing cases full of specimens arrive
in Chicago, to be brought to the Museum by truck.

How the boxes are addressed.
An accession card is made for our records wit!
the origin and general description of the coUec
tion and checked with the invoice.
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The individual label on each specimen must b*
in order, with place and date of capture ant
the collector's name, at least.

It is always an event when a new collection arrives and the
whole stafi of the Division of Birds gathers to help unpack
it and sort the specimens into trays.
The collection is catalogued: each specimen is numbered and
the data from the label is entered opposite the corresponding
number in the catalogue, where now (1955) about 240,000
specimens  are  listed.  ^

The- >pej -ens, wrapped in paper or cotton, lie
side by side, row upon row, tier upon tier, tightly
packed in the cases.

They arc removed and unwrapped. The newly arrived birds are finally identified and incorporated into the Museum bird collection. This is arranged
in a natural systematic order, the most primitive birds first. The specimens are placed in rows in drawers in the
dust'proof, light-proof steel cases of the bird range, available for easy reference. The collection is, in efiect, a
seU-indexing file.
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A  BIRD  COLLECTION

DRAWINGS BY RUTH ANDRIS

used in research on taxonomy, classification, relationships,
moult, zoogeography, etc. Our collection is arranged in
systematic order like a great card file and is self'indexing.
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Measuring the bill. Measuring the length
of the wing.

Critically comparing specimens.
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Research on the collection includes careful
detailed examination of the specimens.
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Checking the specimens against published descrip-
ions and pictures in books.

A report on the collection is written. The "tools" of the Museum
bird man are pen and paper, ruler, dividers, files ̂maps, books, and
bird specimens.
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Notes in our files are looked up.
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The report is typed.
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Manuscript ready for
the printer.

\ continuing task is reading and indexing the current
iterature that floods into the library each week. Thus
ye keep track of progress in our field.

The finished product: a few of the 70 separate publications (as listed in the Museum*!
Annual Reports) written by the Museum's bird-division sta'fi in the past six years.
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