EXHIBITS: ONE OF THE MUSEUM’S P

AUSTIN L. RAND ILLUSTRATED BY E. JOHN PFIFFNER
Only a few of the many thousands of Museum specimens are with- These may be incorporated into
drawn from the study collection and placed on public exhibition. below, or into a variety of other exh
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2. It is dampened and placed
1. The first step: Choosing a perfect specimen. into a relaxing box until soft.

7. The bird is arranged in position, feathers
pinned in place or held with cotton thread.
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and wired.
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8. Finished birds ready for the exhibit. 9. A background is painted, using photographs as a guide. 10. Leaves of lilies are made of wax and cot
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groups as shown
trated at the right.
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B. Links in the web of Iif,
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transparent mirror turns a white
winter ptarmigan to a brown summer one.

13. Specimens illustrate various things: the inter-
dependence of living things and their environment;
seasonal changes in color and in geographic range;
and the variety and relationships of living things.

AMERICAN HONEY CREI

C. Migration shown by
maps and mounted birds.

D. The variety and relationships within
the bird world in a systematic series.

Natural sedge is wired in place and colored, and groundwork is made of earth mixed with shellac. 12. The finished habitat group—an African landscape in Chicago.
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