VOLUNTEERS HONORED

it Field Museum wish to express our gratitude to 260
dedicated people who committed themselves as volunteers
once a week during 1979. Their total contribution of 39,791
hours represents the equivalency of 21 staff people working
full time. All the departments in the Museum benefited
from the volunteers” zeal and dedication. Their tasks have
been varied and many, some challenging, others routine,
but all needed and appreciated more than we can say.

Their responsibilities included cataloging and acces-
sioning newly acquired specimens, photographing speci-
mens, presenting programs to school groups and the gen-

eral public, textile preparation, editing and typing, plant
care, illustration, collection maintenance, exhibit research-
ing, and other items too numerous to list. To honor and to
thank the serious commitment of the 1979 volunteers a
buffet dinner was given on February 20, 1980 in Stanley
Field Hall. Field Museum president E. Leland Webber pre-
sented gifts to the 16 volunteers with more than 500 accumu-
lated hours. The remaining volunteers with 100 or more
accumulated hours then received gifts from their staff
supervisors. The evening ended with entertainment pro-
vided by the staff.—Vicki Grigelaitis, coordinator of Volunteer
Program.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION

Over 500 Hours

Sol Century (810 hours): Anthropology; accessioning and catalog-
ing, gene ral departmental projects.

Anne Leonard (713 hours): Anthropology; researching for “Pat-

terns of Paradise”” exhibit, coauthoring exhibit catalog.

David Weiss (660 hours): Anthropology; administrative assistant,
responsible for overseeing loans, handling miscellaneous corre-
spondence, special projects.

James Swartchild (653 hours): Anthropology; photographing new
and previously acquired specimens for cataloging.

Gary Ossewaarde (615 hours): Education, Weekend Discovery
Program; researching, developing, and presenting tours in an-
thropology to the public.

Carol Landow (610 hours): Education, Place for Wonder; orientat-
ing and assisting school groups and the public in Place of Wonder.

Carolyn Moore (596 hours): Anthropology; researching, catalog-
ing, and writing labels for “Art Lacquer of Japan™ exhibit, special
projects.

Peter Gayford (555 hours): Anthropology; cdltm;_‘ forthcoming
book on Chinese rubbings, reconstructing YY" cemetery at Kish,

Mesopotamia, helping with maintenance of the Chinese rubbings
collection.

Carol Kopeck (555 hours): Public Relations; developing and writ-
ing press releases for traveling exhibits, answering public in-
quiries, researching Quaker Oats project.

Connie Crane (554 hours): Anthropology; researching for the
Northwest Coast and Eskimo exhibit (opening 1982), editing and
checking catalog information.
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Over 400 Hours

James Burd: Anthropology; accessioning and cataloging, general
departmental projects.

Louva Calhoun: Anthropology: illustrating and assisting with
cataloging of 7,000 specimens of stone tools and other artifacts
from Isimilia Prehistoric Site in Tanzania.

Miya E. Diablo: Education; Compiling Adult Education’s statistical
information: zip code summaries, registration information; assist-
ing in Building Operations’ numbering system.

Lorna Gonzales: Education, Group Programs; presenting school
programs on Anthropology and Geology, assisting Summer
Workshops.

Sylvia Schueppert: Anthropology; storage preparation of Navajo
rugs, reorganizing small Chinese textiles.

Over 300 Hours
Dennis Bara: Membership; manning weekend membership booth.

Audrey Faden: Botany; organizing and maintaining greenhouse
collection of research plants, assisting withr illustration, proof-
reading, and typing.

Elizabeth-Louise Girardi:  Zoology, Division of Invertebrates;
Acting Head of Division, specimen processing, research on
Melanesian land snails.

Viola Laski: Anthropology; researching bibliographic material and
references for articles, preparing preliminary work for exhibits.

Withrow Meeker: Anthropology; accessioning and cataloging, tex-
tile identification, special projects.

John O’Brien: Education, Harris Extension; assisting in prepara-
tion of school loan materials and resources.

Elizabeth Rada: Botany; editing and typing cryptogamic papers,
cataloging and filing botanical periodicals.

Helen Ruch: Building Operations; care of living plants in public
areas of Museum, repotting and soil care.

James Skorcz: Library; assisting in filling interlibrary loan re-
quests, filing cards in card catalog, compiling annual statistics,
retrieving books for Reading Room visitors.

Llois Stein: Anthropology; researching and cataloging Oceanic
and African collections.
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Elizabeth-Louise Girardi:
Evolution of a Malacologist

The dirt-encrusted vials and shells shown
here are from a collection of mollusks that
for many years had been stored in open
trays next to a soft-coal-burning furnace in
Lawrenceburg, Indiana. They presented
a major curatorial problem to Field
Museum, since nearly 6,000 such trays of
specimens required cleaning and rehous-
ing. For Members’ Night, 1964, a tray, dis-
played together with a scribbled sign,
“shell-washer wanter,” elicited numerous
comments, plus one offer of volunteer
help. In May, 1964, Mrs. Joseph B. Girardi
spent 12 hours “rehousing specimens.”
From this simple beginning to 1979,
when Dr. Elizabeth-Louise Girardi acted
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