Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 68(4) December 2011 275

Case 3563

Pachylemur Lamberton, 1948 (Primates, LEMURIDAE): proposed
conservation of the generic name

Jelle Zijlstra

Rijnzichtweg 153, 2342 AZ QOegstgeest, The Netherlands
(e-mail: jelle.zijlstra@college.harvard.edu)

Colin Groves

School of Archaeology & Anthropology, Building 14, Australian National
University, Canberra, ACT 0200, Australia
(e-mail: Colin.Groves@anu.edu.au)

Alex Dunkel

7305 Calibre Park Dr. #102, Durham, NC, U.S.A.
(e-mail: visionholder@gmail.com)

Abstract. The purpose of this application, under Articles 23.9.3, 81.1 and 81.2.3 of the
Code, is to conserve the name Pachylemur Lamberton, 1948 (Primates, LEMURIDAE),
a genus of subfossil Malagasy lemurs, by suppressing the senior subjective synonym
Palaeochirogalus Grandidier, 1899 and by designating a type species for the genus
Pachylemur Lamberton. Palaeochirogalus Grandidier has never seen any substantial
usage whereas Pachylemur Lamberton, 1948 is in universal use; however, Pachylemur
Lamberton, 1948 is unavailable because no type species was designated in the original
publication. Filhol (1874) previously used the name Pachylemur for a ‘groupe’ of
Paleogene primates; we conclude that this name, under either Filhol’s or Palmer’s
(1904) authorship and, in either case, ambiguous as regards availability should be
formally suppressed at the genus-group level to prevent confusion.
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1. Filhol (1874, p. 18) introduced the name Pachylemur for a group of ancient
primate-like mammals: ‘Ce groupe, je proposerai de le désigner sous le nom de
Pachylemur, et |’y placerai le Palwolemur Bettillei, I’ Adapis, I’ Aphelotherium, I’animal
dont je viens de donner la description et les divers Lémuriens signalés jusqu’ici en
Amérique’. He called Pachylemur a ‘groupe’ (group) and ‘type zoologique’ (zoologi-
cal type) and explicitly included genera (‘genres’) within the ‘groupe’ (also Filhol,
1874, p. 18; outside the passage quoted above). Thus he apparently did not intend
Pachylemur as a generic name; the possibility remains, however, that it could be
construed as a generic name proposed for a series of taxa at subgeneric level. If
Pachylemur Filhol, 1874 is construed as a family-group name, it is unavailable in the
absence of an available type genus and because it is not a noun in the nominative
plural (Article 11.7.1.1 of the Code).
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2. Miall (1875, p. 267), in a Geological Record summary of Filhol’s paper, wrote
that Filhol had © [p]ropose[d] a new group, Pachylemuride’. Under Article 11.7.1.1 of
the Code, the name PACHYLEMURIDAE Miall, 1875 is apparently unavailable because
it was not based on an available generic name and the type genus was not ‘a name
then used as valid in the new family-group taxon’. However, although Miall (1875)
clearly considered it to have been proposed for a taxon in the family-group, if
Pachylemur Filhol, 1874 were to be regarded as an available generic name, then under
Article 11.7.1.1 of the Code, the name PACHYLEMURIDAE Miall, 1875 may also be
available. Although this family name is not in current use under any authorship, its
ambiguous status may at some time become destabilizing.

3. Gervais (1876, p. 36) transferred the species Adapis magnus Filhol, 1874 (p. 18)
to a new genus. He considered using the name Pachylemur Filhol for this genus,
but rejected it and proposed the new name Leptadapis instead. Under Article
11.5, Pachylemur Gervais, 1876 is unavailable because it was not used as a valid
name.

4. Palmer (1904, p. 494), in his Index generum mammalium, listed ‘Pachylemur
Gervais, 1876°, and wrote that Filhol (1874) had used Pachylemur as a family. On
p. 890, he listed the type of Pachylemur as Adapis magnus Filhol, but provided a
cross-reference to Leptadapis. As Palmer (1904, p. 10) indicated, his work lists
both synonyms and valid names without distinguishing them, so the presence of
Pachylemur in his index does not constitute evidence that he used the name as valid.
Palmer (1904, p. 785) wrote that he had included cross-references with at least some
synonyms listed in Part III of his work; thus, the cross-reference to Leptadapis on
p- 890 (in Part IIT) further suggests that he did not use Pachylemur as valid. If
not, Pachylemur Palmer, 1904 is unavailable under Article 11.5 of the Code; however,
the evidence is ambiguous, and a ruling by the Commission on its unavailability
is desired. Palmer (1904, pp. 760, 890) also listed the family-group name
PACHYLEMURIDAE, but if its type genus Pachylemur was not used as valid, this family
name is unavailable under Article 11.7.1.1 of the Code.

5. Some other authors, mainly in the 19th and early 20th centuries (e.g. Flower,
1876 and various reprints of that paper; Claus, 1883), have mentioned Pachylemur
Filhol or one of its derivatives, but we know of none that could be construed to have
made the name available.

6. Grandidier (1899, p. 345) named a new genus and species of subfossil lemur as
‘Paleochirogalus Jullyi’ (here corrected to Palaeochirogalus jullyi following Articles
5.1 and 32.5.2.5 of the Code). Some subsequent authors used the genus name as valid
(e.g. Lorenz von Liburnau, 1901), and Smith (1903, pp. 324, 336, 508) recombined it
as Lemur jullyi. Grandidier (1905, p. 78) then synonymised his Palaeochirogalus jullyi
with Lemur insignis Filhol, 1895. As far as we are aware, Palaeochirogalus has not
been used as a valid name in the taxonomic literature since 1905. In the meantime,
Standing (1904, p. 306) had named a new species, Lemur jullyi, without mentioning
Grandidier’s species of the same name.

7. Lamberton (1948, p. 7) proposed Pachylemur as a new subgeneric name for the
extinct species Lemur insignis, L. majori Standing, 1908 and L. jullyi, without
mentioning either Pachylemur Filhol or Palaeochirogalus. He did not specify whether
his ‘Lemur jullyi was based on Palaeochirogalus jullyi Grandidier or Lemur jullyi
Standing. Lamberton did not designate a type species, and the name is therefore
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unavailable under Article 13.3 of the Code; nevertheless, many subsequent authors
have used it (see below). Although it was originally proposed as a subgenus and
recognized as such until the 1970s, most authors have recognized Pachylemur
Lamberton as a valid genus since Tardieu & Jouffroy (1979). Tattersall (1982,
pp. 240-241) discussed the nomenclature of the two species of Pachylemur: a smaller
species from southern lowland Madagascar, Lemur insignis Filhol, 1895, and a larger
species from the Central Highlands, known as Lemur jullyi Standing, 1904 (by then
including Lemur majori Standing, 1908). He argued that Palaeochirogalus jullyi
Grandidier (which had previously been seen as a synonym of L. insignis) was in fact
probably conspecific with Lemur jullyi Standing, which it also preoccupies. There-
fore, he attributed Lemur jullyi to Grandidier (1899) instead. Most workers since then
have also recognized two species, P. insignis (Filhol, 1895) and P. jullyi (Grandidier,
1899), although some have expressed doubts that the two are specifically distinct
(reviewed by Godfrey & Jungers, 2002; Godfrey et al., 2010).

8. The name Pachylemur Lamberton, 1948, is now in universal usage in the
scientific literature about lemurs for Lemur insignis Filhol, 1895 and related species
(e.g. Godfrey et al., 1990; Jungers et al., 1991; Simons et al., 1995; Jungers et al., 1995;
Godfrey et al., 1995; Shoshani et al., 1996; Godfrey & Jungers, 2002; Burney et al.,
2004; Perez et al., 2005; Shapiro et al., 2005; Godfrey & Irwin, 2007; Burney et al.,
2008; Orlando et al., 2008; Mittermeier et al., 2008; Gommery et al., 2009; Polk
et al., 2009; Turvey, 2009; Godfrey et al., 2010; Virah-Sawmy et al., 2010; Crowley
et al., 2011). Unlike some other extinct and extant lemur genera, Pachylemur lacks a
well-established common name. If the name were to be replaced because it is predated
by Palaeochirogalus, or preoccupied by one of the older uses of Pachylemur, or
simply unavailable, it would cause considerable confusion and instability. The name
Palaeochirogalus would be an especially unfortunate replacement for Pachylemur,
since it is based on the generic name of the dwarf lemurs, Cheirogaleus Geoffroy,
1812; this name was frequently spelled Chirogalus in the 19th century and Grandidier
(1899) himself used the French vernacular form ‘Chirogales’. Pachylemur is no longer
considered to be closely related to the dwarf lemurs, which are now placed in a
different family. The two most pressing threats to prevailing usage are the subjec-
tive senior synonym Palaeochirogalus Grandidier, 1899 and the unavailability of
Pachylemur Lamberton, 1948. Since Pachylemur of Filhol, 1874 could perhaps be
construed as having been proposed at genus-group level, it should be suppressed.
Pachylemur of Gervais and family-group names based on it are clearly not available,
so we do not request action from the Commission concerning these names.
Pachylemur Palmer may be interpreted as only questionably unavailable; hence its
suppression is requested. By suppressing both Pachylemur Filhol, 1874 and Pachy-
lemur Palmer, 1904 at the genus level, the family-level names PACHYLEMURIDAE Miall,
1875 and PACHYLEMURIDAE Palmer, 1904, even if either is regarded as available, will
become invalid under Article 39 of the Code. We propose that prevailing usage of the
generic name be maintained by retroactively making the name Pachylemur Lamber-
ton, 1948 available, and suppressing Palaeochirogalus Gandidier. No type species of
Pachylemur Lamberton, 1948 has apparently ever been designated; we request that
the Commission designate Lemur insignis Filhol, 1895 as the type species, as it was
the first species of the genus to be described and the only one to be recognized as valid
by all authors (e.g. Tattersall, 1973).
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9. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly

asked:

(1) to use its plenary power:

(a) to suppress the following generic names for the purposes of both the
Principle of Priority and Principle of Homonymy;

(1)  Pachylemur Filhol, 1874;
(i)  Pachylemur Palmer, 1904;

(b) to suppress the generic name Palaeochirogalus Grandidier, 1899 for the
purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the Principle of
Homonymy;

(c) to rule that the name Pachylemur Lamberton, 1948 is available from its
original publication;

(d) to set aside all previous type species fixations for Pachylemur Lamberton,
1948 and designate Lemur insignis Filhol, 1895 as the type species;

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name
Pachylemur Lamberton, 1948, type species Lemur insignis Filhol, 1895, as ruled
in (1)(c) and (1)(d) above;

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name insignis
Filhol, 1895, as published in the binomen Lemur insignis, specific name of the
type species of Pachylemur Lamberton, 1948, as ruled in (1)(d) above.

(4) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in
Zoology the following names:

(a) Pachylemur Filhol, 1874, as suppressed in (1)(a)(i) above;

(b) Pachylemur Palmer, 1904, as suppressed in (1)(a)(ii) above;

(¢) Palaeochirogalus Grandidier, 1899, as suppressed in (1)(b) above.
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