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ouly  way  to  find  the  nest  of  this  species  is  by  watching  the

parents,  no  easy  matter.  Major  Cock  apparently  found  this
bird  breeding  at  Sitapur,  60  miles  north  of  Lucknow,

This  single  egg  which  I  have  taken  is  pure  white,  glossless,
and  measures  °55"  x  *41!",

No.  921.  Prprisoma  squaLtipuM.  Thick-billed  Flower-

pecker.

Bull-Tit  [Martiniére  boys].

A  common  and  permanent  resident.  It  is  to  be  seen

wherever  there  are  trees,  singly  or  in  small  parties,  hunting

for  food  amongst  the  leaves.  The  nest  is  a  most  lovely  little

purse,  suspended  from  a  horizontal  twig.  It  is  a  felted

mass  of  fibres,  cotton-down,  &c.,  and  is  so  covered  with  red

scales  of  vegetable  matter  that  it  has  a  pink  appearance.

The  whole  fabric  is  so  beautifully  woven  that  it  can  be

crumpled  up  in  the  hand  without  injury.  The  entrance  is

at  the  side,  or  rather  the  end.  I  have  found  it  on  many  trees

—sheshum,  cotton,  mango,  neem,  babool,  &c.,  but  the  first-

named  is,  I  think,  the  favourite.  The  eggs,  two  or  three,

white  or  pinky  white,  spotted  and  blotched  with  red  and

claret,  are  laid  from  February  to  May,  the  majority  being

obtained  during  the  month  of  March.  :

Average  of  7  Lucknow  eggs  ...........-  "62"  x  44"
Measurement  of  largest  eg@  ............  64"  K-45"

‘5  summllestieee  00520...  dese  60"  x  43”

~ [To be continued.  |

XXXIV.—On  a  New  Kingfisher  of  the  Genus  Corythornis.

By  T.  Satvaport,  F.M.Z.S.

(Plate  XIII.)

Tuer  Alcedinine  genus  Corythornis  is  restricted  to  the  Ethiopian

Region,  and  has  representatives  in  every  part  of  it.  While

Corythornis  cristata  is  confined  to  Madagascar  and  the

Comoro  Islands,  it  appears  that  C.  cyanostigma  extends

over  the  whole  of  the  region  from  the  Cape  to  Senegambia
on  the  west,  and  to  Abyssinia  on  the  east,  and  also  reaches



New  Kingfisher  of  the  Genus  Corythornis.  567

across  Tropical  Africa  from  Senegambia  to  Abyssinia.
Besides  these,  there  is  a  third  species,  C.  galerita,  which
appears  to  be  confined  to  Western  Africa,  from  Gaboon  to

Angola,  but  is  also  found,  according  to  several  ornithologists,
in  the  islands  of  the  Bight  of  Benin.

I  have  never  had  the  opportunity  of  examining  speci-

mens  of  the  Corythornis  of  Prince’s  Island,  which  by  Dohrn

(P.  Z.  S.  1866,  p.  325),  and  more  recently  by  Dr.  Sharpe

(Cat.  B.  xvii.  pp.  166,  167),  has  been  attributed  to  C.  galerita

(=C.  ceruleocephala)  ;  but  quite  recently  I  have  been  able

to  examine  five  examples  (two  fully  adult  and  three  young)

of  a  Corythornis  from  the  Island  of  8S.  Thomé,  collected  by

Signor  Leonardo  Fea.  I  was  at  once  struck  by  the  pecu-

lhiarities  shewn  by  these  specimens—especially  by  the  young

birds,  which  were  such  that  I  could  not  possibly  identify

them  with  C.  galerita.  My  task  in  the  identification,  how-
ever,  was  not  easy,  as  the  Turin  Museum  has  no  specimens  of

the  last-named  species  to  compare  with  those  from  8.  Thomé.

As  already  stated,  the  young  birds  from  8.  Thomé  are  very

peculiar,  having  the  malar  region,  the  sides  of  the  head,  and

breast  both  on  the  middle  and  along  the  sides,  brownish
black  ;  such  features  are  not  mentioned  as  occurring  in  the

voung  of  C.  galerita  or  of  any  of  the  allied  species.  To

clear  up  my  doubts  about  the  status  of  the  8S.  Thomé  bird,

I  decided  to  send  three  of  the  specimens  (one  adult  and

two  young)  from  that  island  to  Dr.  Bowdler  Sharpe,  who,
being  the  author  of  several  monographic  works  on  this

family,  and  having  in  the  British  Museum  very  rich
material  to  make  the  necessary  comparisons,  was,  no  doubt,
the  ornithologist  most  capable  of  deciding  questions  relating

to  the  Kingfishers.  Dr.  Sharpe,  after  having  examined  my

specimens,  assures  me  that  they  are  different  from  those  of
Prince’s  Island  and  of  the  western  coast  of  Africa  in  the

British  Museum,  adding  that  the  young  birds  are  the  most
curious  that  he  has  ever  seen.  He  has  pointed  out  to  me

that,  while  in  adult  specimens  of  C.  galerita  from  Prince’s

Island  the  light  bars  across  the  pileum  are  blue,  and  only  on

the  back  part  of  the  crest  of  a  malachite-green,  in  the
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S.  Thomé  bird  the  crown  has  malachite-green  bars  down
to  the  forehead.  But  the  most  remarkable  characters

appear  in  the  young  birds—a  fact  of  considerable  importance.

It  is  weli  known  that  the  young  of  allied  species  are  usually

alike,  and  that  the  adults  become  different,  shewing  the

specific  characters.  But,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  S.  Thomé

bird  the  adult  examples  are  very  similar  to  those  of  the  allied

species,  and  greater  differences  are  shown  in  the  young.  Iam

not  acquainted  with  a  similar  state  of  affairs  in  any  other  bird.

It  appears  that  specimens  of  the  genus  Corythornis  from

S.  Thomé,  besides  those  collected  by  Signor  Fea,  are  only  to
be  found  in  the  Museum  of  Hamburg,  collected  by  Weiss,

as  mentioned  by  Hartlaub,  and  in  the  Museum  of  Lisbon,

which  has  examples  procured  by  several  collectors,  especially

by  Mr.  F.  Newton  (as  mentioned  by  Prof.  Barboza  du

Bocage  and  De  Sousa);  but  all  these  ornithologists  have

wrongly  identified  the  S.  Thomé  bird  with  C.  gdlerita.
Prof.  Bocage  also  mentions  a  young  female,  but  makes  no

allusion  whatever  to  the  very  peculiar  juvenile  characters  !
To  these  remarks  I  add  a  Latin  description  of  the  new

species  and  the  references  which  appear  to  belong  to  it.

CoRYTHORNIS  THOMENSIS,  sp.  nov.  (Plate  XIII.)

C.  yalerite  similis,  sed  gastreo  castaneo,  loris  nigris,  regione
malari  castanea  paullum  nigro  tincta,  tenlisque  trans-
versis  pilei  czeruleo-  viridibus,  seu  malachitaceis,  diversa.
Long.  tot.  mm,  145-147,  al.  59,  caud.  28,  rostri  culm.  32.

Av.  jr.  Regione  malari,  loris,  capitis  lateribus,  pectore  medio
ejusque  lateribus  fusco-  -nigris  ;  dorso  maculis  ceeruleo-
malachitaceis  notato;  rostro  nigro.

Alcedo  ceruleocephala  Hartl.  (nec  Gm.)  Beitr.  Orn.

Westafr.  in  Wiebel’s  Verz.  pp.  1,  18  (S.  Thomé,  Weiss)
(1850);  id.  Contr.  Orn.  1850,  p.  131  (S.  Thomé)  ;  id.  Abh.

naturw.  Ver.  Hamb.  11.  2,  pp.  1,  18  (S.  Thomé,  Weiss)  (1852)  ;
id.  Orn.  Westafr.  p.  36  (S.  Thomé,  Weiss)  (1857)  ;  Sousa,
Jorn.  Se.  Lisb.  n.  xlvii.  p.  151  (S.  Thomé)  (1888).

Corythornis  ceruleocephala,  Boc.  (nec  Gm.)  Jorn.  Se.

Lisb.  1.  p.  184  (S.  Thomé,  Dr.  Nunes)  (1867)  ;  Sharpe,  Mon.
Alced.  p.  39  (part.)  (1869);  Boc.  Jorn.  Se.  Lisb.  n.  xxvi.
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p-  86  (S.  Thomé,  Custodia  de  Borja)  (1879),  n.  xliv.  p.  251

_  (nota)  (S.  Thomé,  Newton)  (1887)  ;  Lopes  Vieira,  Instituto,

no.  ll,  p.  2  (S.  Thomé,  Moller)  (1887)  ;  Sousa,  op.  cit.

pp.  152,  1538,  156  (S.  Thomé,  Nunes  and  Gomes  Roberto)
(1888)  ;  Boe.  op.  cit.  n.  xlvii.  p.  149  (Rio  de  Manuel  Jorge,

F,  Newton)  (1888),  xlviii.  pp.  211  (jeune  femelle,  Pdtd,  |

F,  Newton),  233  (S.  Thomé)  (1888)  ;  (2)  n.  i.  p.  36  (part.)
(1889)  ;  n.  ii.  p.  144  (St.  Miguel,  F.  Newton)  (1889)  ;  n.  iii.

p-  209  (Rio  do  Ouro,  F.  Newton)  (1889);  un.  vi.  p.  78
(St.  Miguel,  [lot  das  Rollas,  F.  Newton)  (1891).

Corythornis  cristata  Boe.  (nec  L.)  Jorn.  Se.  Lisb.  1.  p.  184

(S.  Thomé,  Gomes  Roberto)  (1867)  ;  Sousa,  ibid.  no.  xlvii.

p-  153  (1888).

Corythornis  galerita  Sharpe,  Mon.  Alced.,  Introd.  p.  vii
-  (part.)  (1871);  id.  Cat.  B.  xvii.  p.  166  (part.)  (1892).

Local  name,  “  Cunobia”  (F.  Newton).

XXX  V.—WMore  Ornithological  Notes  from  the  Transvaal  *.

By  Auwin  C.  HaacGner.

I  orrer  to  the  readers  of  ‘The  Ibis’  two  rough  lists—

one  of  birds  observed  by  Mr.  Alexander  Ross,  F.Z.S.,  in

Johannesburg  and  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  other  of  those

noticed  by  myself  at  Modderfontein  and  on  the  neighbour-
ing  farms.  Modderfontein  is  in  the  Pretoria  district,  not

quite  ten  miles  from  Johannesburg.  ‘The  two  lists  are

interesting  when  compared  one  with  the  other.  Why  should
a  certain  species  be  common  in  Johannesburg  and  tolerably

scarce  at  Modderfontein,  as,  for  instance,  Nectarinia  famosa?

Perhaps  the  slight  difference  in  vegetation,  such  as  the

presence  of  mimosa-trees  and  rank  weeds,  may  account
for  the  fact.

Many  birds  of  Modderfontein  I  have  not  been  able  to

determine  on  account  of  the  want  of  works  of  reference.
'  Several  of  the  specimens  are  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Gunning,

of  the  Pretoria  Museum,  among  them  being  a  Gull  shot  on

See  ‘Ibis,’  1901,  p.  190.
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