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As  to  the  other  two  structural  features  upon  which  I  have

relied  in  classifying  this  group,  Coccystes  entirely  resembles
Cuculus.

I  think  that  these  statements  add  to  the  probability  of

there  being  some  basis  of  truth  in  my  attempted  arrange-
ment  of  the  Cuculide.

XXXVIII.—  Remarks  on  Two  lately-described  Australian

Birds.  .  By  P.  Vi.  Sciater.

(Plates  XIV.  &  XV.)

Amonest  the  new  or  little-known  Australian  birds  which  I

exhibited  at  the  meeting  of  the  British  Ornithologists’  Club

on  the  19th  of  February  last  (see  Bull.  B.  O.  C.  vol.  xii.  p.  50)

were  two  of  especial  interest,  one  of  them  being  of  a  genus

new  to  Australia,  if  not  to  science,  and  the  other  a  very  fine

new  Parrakeet  of  the  Platycercine  group.  Our  excellent
correspondent,  Mr.  A.  J.  North,  C.M.Z.S.,  was  very  anxious

that  these  novelties  should  be  figured  in  ‘The  Ibis”  and

we  have  great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  accede  to  his

wishes.  I  take  the  opportunity  of  offermg  a  few  remarks
on  these  two  rare  birds.  7

1;  ER=MIoRNIS  CARTERI.  (Plate  XIV.)

Eremiornis  cartert  North,  Vict.  Nat.  xvi.  p.  78  (Aug.
1900)  ;.  id.  op.  cit.  p..98;  Sclater,  Bull.  B.  O.  U.  =e

This  new  and  very  interesting  bird  was  discovered  by
Mr.  Tom  Carter,  of  Point  Cloates,  Onslow,  West  Australia,

at  North-west  Cape,  near  Exmouth  Gulf.  Mr.  Carter  shot

two  of  these-  birds,  which  he  met  with  “on  barren  rocky

ranges  in  the  dense  Spinifex  tufts,’  and  forwarded  one  of

them  to  Mr.  North,  who  gave  a  full  description  of  it  as
above  quoted.  While  we  agree  with  Mr.  North  that  this

bird  is  quite  distinct  from  every  other  known  Australian

form,  we  are  not  so  sure  that  it  was  necessary  to  make  a

new  generic  name  for  it.  It  is  certainly  very  closely  allied
to  the  genus  Schenicola  of  Blyth,  of  which  two  species

are  recognised—S.  platyura  of  India  and  S.  apicalis  of  Africa
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(cf.  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  vii.  p.  109,  1883).  At  the  same  time  it
must  be  allowed  that  in  Schenicola  the  bill  is  shorter  and

stronger,  the  tarsi  longer,  and  the  feet  larger,  so  that  there

are,  perhaps,  sufficient  grounds  for  maintaining  the  genus
Eremiornis  for  the  Australian  representative  of  this  group.

One  of  the  most  remarkable  features  in  Hremiornis  (which,  —

however,  it  shares  with  Schenicola)  is  the  enormous  length
of  the  under  tail-coverts,  some  of  which  extend  beyond
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Under  surface  of  the  tail  of  Eremiornis,  shewing  the  elongated
under  tail-coverts.
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the  extremity  of  the  outer  pair  of  rectrices.  They  carry
a  broad  pale  band  at  their  ends,  as  shown  in  the  accom-

panying  figure  (fig.  19).  The  rectrices  are  ten  in  number,  as

in  most  of  the  other  Bradypterine  Sylvians*.  The  upper

tail-coverts,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  coloured  figure,  are  also

much  elongated,  but  this  is  a  common  feature  in  the

Bradypterines.

The  figure  is  taken  from  a  specimen  obtained  by  Mr.  Carter
_  at  Point  Cloates  on  February  20,  1902,  and  forwarded

*  J  agree  with  Dr.  Sharpe  (Cat.  B.  vii.  p.  93)  that  the  Bradypteri
are  allied  to  the  Reed-Warblers,  and  should  be  placed  among  the
Sylvians.
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by  him  to  us.  It  is  marked  “¢.  Irides  hazel;  bill  horn-
coloured;  legs  and  feet  purplish.”

There  is  a  nearly  similar  specimen  in  the  British  Museum,

also  a  male,  obtained  by  Mr.  Carter  at  the  same  locality  in

November  1900.  The  lores  are  slightly  reddish,  and  the

white  superciliary  stripe  rather  more  distinct.

2.  PLATYCERCUS  MACGILLIVRAYI.  (Plate  XV.)

Platycercus  macgillivrayi  North,  Vict.  Nat.  xvii.  p.  91

(Sept.  1900)  ;  id.  op.  cit.  p.  113.

There  can  be  no  question  about  the  distinctness  of  this

beautiful  addition  to  the  Australian  avifauna,  but  I  thought

it  best  to  send  the  specimen  to  Count  Salvadori,  our

supreme  authority  on  the  Psittacide,  who  has  favoured  me
with  the  following  remarks  :—

“  Platycercus  (I  should  say  Barnardius)  maegillivrayi  is  a

perfectly  good  species.  Unfortunately  I  do  not  possess  the

‘Victorian  Naturalist  ’  containing  the  original  description,

but  from  the  specimen  inspected  it  is  quite  obvious  that,

although  allied  to  B.  barnardi,  B.  macgillivrayi  has  good
claims  to  stand  as  distinct.  The  principal  characters  are  as
follows  :—-There  is  no  red  frontal  band,  the  forehead  is  more

bluish  green,  with  a  slight  touch  of  yellow,  the  back  is  lighter

green,  the  upper  tail-coverts  have  a  yellowish  tinge,  the
breast  is  distinctly  yellowish  green,  and  the  abdomen

extensively  yellow.
“  Besides  B.  macgillivrayi,  there  is  another  addition  to  be

made  to  the  species  described  in  the  Catalogue—B.  occi-

dentalis  North,  Records  Austr.  Mus.  i.  p.  83  (1893),  allied
to  B.  zonarius.”

This  fine  species  was  discovered  by  Mr.  Alexander  Sykes

Macgillivray  in  the  Cloncurry  district  of  Northern  Queens-
land,  and  was  described  by  Mr.  North  in  the  ‘  Victorian

Naturalist,’  as  above  quoted.  It  is  said  to  be  common  about
‘Cloncurry,  which  lies  inland  south  of  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria,
and  to  extend  to  the  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Normanton.

The  specimen  figured,  kindly  forwarded  to  me  by  Mr.
North,  is  believed  by  him  to  be  a  male.  It  was  procured  at

Cloncurry  in  1901.
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