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Centropus   senegalensis   (nee   L.)  ;   Sharpe,   ed.   Layard's   B.

S.   Afr.   p.   162.

No.   I.      Barratas,   near   Beira,   Sept.   10,   1898.

34.   Halcyon   orientalis   Peters;   Sharpe,   ed.   Layard^s   B.
S.   Afr.   p.   116;   Shelley,   B.   Afr.   i.   p.   117.

No.   40.   S-   Mapicuti,   Sept.   17,   1898.   Iris   brown;
bill   and   feet   vermilion.

35.   Melittophagus   cyaxostictus   Cab.

Melittophagus   meridionalis   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   xvii'

p.   45,   pi.   i.   fig.   4   (1892).

No.   9.   Barratas,   near   Beira,   Sept.   13,   1898.

No.   20.   Mapicuti,   Sept.   15,   1898.      Iris   red.

36.   Melitiophagus   albifrons   (C.   &   H.)   ;   Sliarpe,   Cat.

B.   Brit.   Mus.   xvii.   p.   53   (1892).

Merops   buUockoides   Smith;   Sharpe,   ed.   Layard's   B.   S.

Afr.   p.   99,   pi.   iv.   fig.   1   (1884).

Meliltophngus   bidlockoides   Shelley,   B.   Afr.   i.   p.   111.

No.   10.   c?   ad.   Barratas,   near   Beira,   Sept.   13,   1899.   Iris
brown.

37.   Merops   natalensis   Reiclicnb.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.

Mns.   xvii.   p.   8i   (1892).

Merops   buUockoides   Smith   ;    Sharpe,   t.   c.   p.   99.

No:   25.      Mapicuti,   Sept.   15,   1898.      Iris   brown.

This   specimen   has   the   longest   tail   I   have   ever   seen   in   this

species,   the   centre   feathers   measuring   8*2   inches   in   length.

IX.   On   the   Birds   collected   during   an   Expedition   through

Somaliland   and   Southern   Abyssinia   to   the   Blue   Nile.

By   W.   R.   Ogilvie   Grant.   With   Field-notes   by   Lord
Lovat.  —  Part   I.

(Plates   11.   &   III.)

Few   African   expeditions   of   recent   years   have   proved   more

interesting,   or   have   led   to   more   important   scientific   results,

than   the   adventurous   journey   lately   undertaken   by   Mr.   H.
Weld-Blundell   and   Lord   Lovat.
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Starting   from   Berbcra   on   the   lltli   December,   18i)<S,   they

proceeded   in   a   westerly   direction   tlirongh   Northern
Somaliland   and   the   North   Galla   country,   arriving   at   Addis

Abbeba   towards   the   end   of   January.   Thence   they   proceeded

northward   tlirough   Shoa   as   far   as   Lake   Ilaik,   to   pay   their

respects   to   the   Emperor   Menelik.
'Sir.   AVekl-Blundell   having   on   a   previous   occasion   visited

Abyssinia,   and   estabhshed   the   most   friendly   terms   with   His

Majesty,   the   party   was   received   with   the   utmost   cordiality

and   courtesy,   and   every   assistance   was   offered   in   traversing

the   unexplored   part   of   the   country   to   the   west.

Returning   southward   through   Shoa,   they   followed   the

Djirama   Valley,   arriving   once   more   at   Addis   Abbeba   towards

the   end   of   February.   Thence   they   marched   in   a   westerly

direction,   and   striking   the   Blue   Nile   at   Famaka,   followed   its

course   to   Roseires,   which   was   reached   on   the   19th   of   May.

A   steamer   carried   them   on   to   Khartum,   and   thence   they

proceeded   by   rail   to   Cairo.   The   success   of   this   adventurous

expedition   was   largely   due   to   the   able   assistance   rendered   to

the   travellers   by   our   representative   at   the   Court   of   Menelik,

Captain   Harrington,   who   not   only   made   all   the   arrangements

for   transport   at   Berbera,   but   accompanied   them   during   part

of   their   journey.

Mr.   Harwood,   who   had   already   had   much   experience   and

done   excellent   work   with   Mr.   E.   Lort   Phillips   and   Mr.   R.

M'^D.   Hawker   on   previous   trips   to   Somaliland,   accompanied

the   expedition   as   naturalist,   and   his   ability   as   a   field-collector

and   taxidermist,   as   well   as   his   skill   in   managing   the   native

transport,   and   his   unvarying   cheerfulness   in   meeting   all

difficulties,   have   w'on   for   him   the   highest   praise   from   the

leaders   of   the   expedition.

The   zoological   results   consist   almost   entirely   of   Mammals

and   Birds.   Among   the   former   may   be   mentioned   elephants,

lions,   and   examples   of   about   seventeen   species   of   antelopes  ;   as

well   as   a   number   of   small   rodents,   some   of   which   prove   to   be

new,   while   many   are   of   great   scientific   value,   as   they   belong

to   species   long   since   described   by   RUppell.   But   the   great

feature   of   the   collection   is   the   birds.   These   are   of   exceptional

interest,   for   among   the   523   specimens   brought   home   no   fewer
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than   303   species   are   represented.   At   least   sixteen   of   these   are

neWj   and   include   such   fine   birds   as   Oriolus   meneliki,   Indicator

lovati,   Caprimulgus   stellatus,   Lissotis   lovati,   Francolinus

tetraoninus,   and   F.   harwoodi  ;   wliile   several,   such   as   Lago-

nosticta   larvata,   Parisoma   lugens,   Mesopicus   spodocephalus,

lynx   (equatorialls,   and   Caprimulgus   poliocephalus,   are   species

described   by   liiippcll;   which   have   never   been   seen   in   this

country,   and   are   mostly   known   in   Europe   only   from   the

types   in   the   Frankfort   Museum.   Besides   these,   there   are

a   number   of   rare   species,   such   as   the   Flycatchers   Chloropeta

massaica   and   Alseonax   murinus,   hitherto   only   recognized   as

inhabiting-   Eastern   and   Equatorial   Africa,   which   have   now

been   met   with   in   Southern   Abyssinia  ;   an   extension   of   their

geographical   range   which   is   extremely   interesting   and   worthy

of   special   remark.

Descriptions   of   eleven   of   the   new   species   have   already   been

published   by   Mr.   H.   Weld-Blundell   and   Lord   Lovat   in   the

Bulletin   of   the   British   Ornithologists'   Club,   vol   x.   pp.   xix-

xxiii   (1899),   and   five   more   are   described   in   the   present   paper,

making   a   total   o£   sixteen   novelties   discovered   during   this

expedition.

Almost   the   whole   of   the   birds   were   shot   by   Lord   Lovat,

who,   though   he   had   never   made   a   special   study   of   orni-

thology,  has   shown   us   what   a   thoroughly   good   sportsman

accustomed   to   use   his   eyes   in   the   field   may   accomplish.   We

may   mention   incidentally   that,   owing   to   1000   cartridges   for   the

collecting-gun   having   gone   astray   and   been   lost,   only   400   were

available   for   this   indispensable   little   weapon.   Every   shot   had

therefore   to   be   considered,   and   not   one   needlessly   thrown   away

on   common   birds   already   in   the   collection.   With   the   aid   of

a   powerful   stalking-glass,   used   with   the   quickness   which   is

acquired   only   by   constant   use,   Lord   Lovat   was   able   carefully

to   examine   the   great   majority   of   the   birds   before   shooting

them,   and   thus   obtain   the   extraordinarily   large   proportion

of   different   species   compared   with   the   number   killed.

When   we   consider   that   the   specimens   had   generally   to   be

prepared   after   a   long   day's   march,   and   packed   up   before   they

were   properly   dry,   their   fine   condition   as   a   whole   reflects

the   greatest   credit   on   those   concerned.
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Mr.   Weld-Blundcll   and   Lord   Lovat   have   presented   the

greater   part   of   this   grand   collection   to   the   British   Museum,

thus   adding   not   only   sixteen   new   species   to   the   collection,

but   supplying   examples   of   ten   known   species   which   had

hitherto   hccn   wanting   to   our   series.   A   glance   at   the

accompanyuig   sketch-map,   supplied   by   Mr.   Weld-Blundell

and   Lord   Lovat,   clearly   shows   the   route   followed   by   the

travellers,   more   than   300   miles   being   through   country   the

zoology   of   which   had   never   previously   been   explored.   The

names   of   the   principal   camps   are   indicated,   while   those

intermediate   places   mentioned   on   the   itinerary   given   below

can   be   approximately   located,

Mr.   Weld-BlundelPs   time   was   almost   entirely   occupied   in

making   a   map   of   the   country   traversed,   and   the   results   of

his   work   will   shortly   be   given   to   the   Royal   Geographical

Society,   and   published   in   the   '   Geographical   Journal   '*.

Three   of   the   plates   drawn   to   illustrate   this   article   have

been   presented   to   '   The   Ibis  '   by   Mr.   Weld-Blundell.

A   new   species,   Sylviella   minima,   from   Manda   Island,   British

East   Africa,   is   incidentally   described   on   p.   156.

Itlnernry   of   the   Weld-Blundell   and   Lovat   Expedition

(1898-9).

Dec.   11.   Gobeyla,   Somaliland.
„      13.   Hargeisa,   Somaliland.
„      17.   Acabsiyo,   Somaliland.
„      18.   JiffaMeda,   Somaliland.
,,      21.   Staboolo,   Somaliland.
,,      23.   Jig   Jegp:a,   Abyssinia.
„      24.   Hade,   Abyssinia.
,,      2.5.   Feyambiro,   Abyssinia.
,,      27.   Ilarrar,   Abyssinia.
„      30.   Lake    Ilairar    Meyer,

Abyssinia.
Jan.     3.   Garsa    and     Wavabili,

Abyssinia.
„       4.   Chelimco,   Abyssinia.

.Ian.     .5.   DeiTii,   Abyssinia.
„       G.  Burka,  Abyssinia.
,,       7.  Tra,  Ab^'ssinia.
„       8.  Ilinxa,  Abyssin^M"
„     10.  Bar,oma,  Abyssinia.
,,   12.   Lake   Cbercher,   Abys-

sinia.
„   14.   Laga   Ilardim,   Abys-

sinia.
„   1().   Ivetcben   Walia   and

Ilawasb,   Abyssinia.
„      17.   Fontaly,   Abyssinia.
„   18.   Kassira   river,   Abys-

sinia.

[*   The   paper   was   read   by   Mr.   Weld-Blundell   at   the   Meeting   of   Dec.
11th,   1899.—  Edd.]
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Jan.  21,
„   22,
„     23.

Feb.    1.
4.

„   9.
„   12.
„   15.
„   16.
„   18.
„   21.
„   22.

„   23.

„   24.
„   25.

Itinerary

Gadaburlca,   Abyssinia.
Jifadensa,   Ab3'ssinia.
Akalie   and  B:ilti,   Abys-

sinia.
Gedda,   Abyssinia.
Waha   Zinzero,   Abys-

sinia.
GeiTU,   Abyssinia.
Kuntaba  and  Abaia  Fej,

Abyssinia.
Kosso,   Abyssinia.
Borumeda,   Abyssinia.
Telagubaie,   Abyssinia.
Kombolsha,   Abyssinia.
Philwaha,   Abyssinia.
Arriro,   Abyssinia.
Jawaba,   Abyssinia.
Ticka   Tcbeeka,   Abys-

sinia.
Daniai   Damasli,   Abys-

sinia.
Karrafino,   Abyssinia.
Golba,   Abyssinia.

(coiitiiuied)

Feb.  2G.
27

Mar.    4.
„       5.
„        8.
„      10.

May

Alliti,   Abyssinia.
.Jaka,   Abyssinia.
Jumjum,   Abyssinia.
Sellin,   Abj'ssiuia.
Tclilea,   Abyssinia.
Bilo,   Abyssinia.

12.   Wama,   Abyssinia.
13.   Gelongol,   Abyssinia.
14.   Gitemma,   Abyssinia.
10.   Lekamte,   Abyssinia.
21.   Didesa   river,   Abyssinia.
22.   Maritcbi,   Abyssinia.
28.   Gimbi,   Abyssinia.
25.   Konduro,   Abyssinia.
27.   Guatti,   Abyssinia.
28.   Ganti,   Abyssinia.
30.   Sati,   Abyssinia
31  .   Mendi,   Abyssinia.
2.   Beni     Schongul,     Abys-

sinia.
6.   Famaka,   Blue   Nile.

19.   Eoseires,   Blue   Nile.

1.   Heterocorax   capknsjs.

Heterocorax   capensis   Liclit.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   iii.

p.   12   (1877)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.   p.   301

(1888).
a.     S-      Sellin,   Abyssinia,   5   March,   1899.       (No.   380.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[This   Crow   was   very   plentiful   on   the   Addis   Abbeba

plain,   but   was   not   observed   on   the   higher   plateaux   (9000

ft.).   No   examples   were   observed   between   Addis   Abbeba   and

the   valley   of   the   Dabous.  —  L.]

2.   CORVULTUR   CRASSIROSTKIS,
Corvultur   crassirostris   RUpp.  ;   Sliarpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

iii.   p.   25   (1877)   ;   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   408.
a.   S   •   Borumeda,   Abyssinia,   12   February,   1899.   (No.

312.)
Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[This   Crow   has   a   somewhat   restricted   range  ;    it   Avas   not
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observed   in   the   lower   valleys,   aud   was   never   seen   above

8000   ft.   On   the   Addis   Abbeba   plateau   it   is   common,   its

ordinary   food   being   carrion,   but   it   will   cat   the   fruit   of   the

wild   fig   with   avidity.      It   has   a   harsh   guttural   note.  —  L.]

3.   DiLOPHUS   CARUNCULATUS.

Dilophus   carunculatus   (Gm.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mas.

xiii.   p.   Gl   (1890)   ;   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   459.
a.   ?   .   Arriro,   Abyssinia,   18   February,   1899.   (No.

342.)

Iris,   bill,   and   legs   dark   brown.

[Usually   seen   in   company   with   Lamprocolhis   chalybeus.

Although   constantly   met   with   between   the   20th   of   December

and   the   end   of   March,   I   never   observed   any   birds   Avith   the

wattles   developed.  —   L.]

4.   Pholidauges   leucogaster.

Phoiidauyes   leucogaster   (Gra.)  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xiii.   p.   121   (1890).

a.     S   .      Gelongol,   Abyssinia,   13   March,   1899.      (No.   411.)

Iris   pale   yellow;   bill   and   legs   black.

[Met   with   only   in   the   valley   of   the   Blue   Nile   and   its

tributaries.   I   once   observed   this   Starling   hawking   for   flies

like   a   Bee-eater.  —  L.]

5.   Lamprotornis   porphyropterus.

Laniprutor?iis   pmyhyropterus   l^npp.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.

Mus.   xiii.   p.   156   (1890)   ;   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   459.

a.   c?  .      Hado,   Abyssinia,   24   December,   1898.       (No.   28.)

Iris   pale   yellow  ;    bill   and   legs   black.

6.   Amydrus   morio.

Amydrus   morio   (Linn.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   xiii.

p.   161   (1890)   ;   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   460.

a.   ?   .   Chelunco,   Abyssinia,   4   January,   1899.   (No.

104.)

Iris   brown   ;    bill   and   legs   black.

[Though   plentiful   locally,   this   Starling   has   not   a   wide

distribution.   It   was   observed   in   flocks   on   the   steep   rocky

slopes.   At   Ahaia   Fej   it   was   seen   in   company   with   the   white-

bellied   species,   Pholidauges   leucogaster.  —  L.]
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7.   Lamprocolius   chalybeus.

Lamprocolius   chalybeus   Elir.  ;   Sliarpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xiii.   p.   176   (1890);   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   450;   Hawker,

Ibis,   1899,   p.   59.
a.     S   '      Arriro,   Abyssinia,   18   February,   1899.      (No.   314.)

Iris   bright   yellow  ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[Observed   throughout   Abyssinia,   except   on   the   highest

plateaux   of   9000   feet   or   more.  —  L.]

8.   BUCIIANGA   ASSIMILIS.

Buchanga   ussimiHs   (Bechst.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

iii.   p.   247   (1877)   ;   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   460;   Lort   Phillips,

Ibis,   1898,   p.   396  ;   Hawker,   Ibis,   1899,   p.   60.

a.   S'   Hargeisa,   Somaliland,   14   December,   1898.   (No.

13.)
b.   S.   Arriro,   Abyssinia,   18   February,   1899.   (No.

843.)
c.   S'   Ticka   Tcheeka,   Abyssinia,   22   February,   1899.

(No.   366.)
Irides   red   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

9.   OllIOLUS   AURATUS.

Oriolus   auraius   Vieill.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Bnt.   jSIus.   iii.

p.   195   (1877).
a.     S.      Blue   Nile,   15   May,   1899.       (No.   521.)

Irides   red   ;   bill   brown  ;   legs   dark.

[This   bird   w^as   only   observed   in   the   valley   of   the   Blue   Nile,

always   in   pairs   and   very   difficult   to   approach.  —  L.]

10.   Oriolus   meneliki.      (Plate   11.)
Oriolus   meneliki   Weld-Blundell   &   Lovat,   Bull.   B.   O.   C.

vol.   X.   p.   xix   (1899).
a.   Burka,   Abyssinia,   6   January,   1899.   (No.   126.)

Type   of   the   species.']
This   fine   species   closely   resembles   0.   monachus   Gmel.,   but

may   be   at   once   distinguished   by   the   colour   of   the   bill,   which

is   uniform   deep   black.   The   greater   secondary   Aving-coverts

and   some   of   the   lesser   wing-coverts   are,   moreover,   clearly

edged   with   golden   yellow,   whereas   in   0.   monachus   they   are

always   uniform,   and   the   subterminal   markings   on   the   third
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fourth^   and   fifth   tail-feathers   extend   over   both   webs   and   are

of   a   deep   black.

Iris   brown   ;   bill   black   ;   legs   slate.

Total   lengtb   100   inches^   culnien   1*1,   wing   5"6,   tail   4"0;
tarsus   0   95.

[This   Oriole   is   a   native   of   the   thickets   south   of   the

Hawash   Valley.   It   is   locally   plentiful^   and   is   always   met

with   singly   or   in   pairs   feeding   on   a   forest-tree   with   yellow

leaves   (name   unknown),   and,   notwithstanding   its   bright

colour,   is   difficult   to   see.   The   note   is   a   melodious   whistle,

something   like   that   of   Graucalus   purus,   and   the   answer   is   a

harsh   double   note.  —  L.]

11.   Vidua   principalis.

Vidua   pj'indpalis   (Linn.)  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   JSIus.   xiii.

p.   203   (1890)   ;   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   4G3.

a.     c?.      Gerru,   Abyssinia,   6   February,   1899.       (No.   295.)

Iris   brown  ;   bill   red   ;   legs   dark.

12.   LiNURA   FISCHERI.

Linura   Jischeri   Beichen.   ;   Sharpe,   Cat,   B.   Brit.   Mus.   xiii.

p.   210   (1890);   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   463;   Hawker,   Ibis,

1899,   p.   61.

a.   c?   .     Hargeisa,   Somaliland,   13   December,   1898.     (No.   6.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   red   ;   legs   horn.

13.   Steganura   paradisea.

Steganura  paradisea   (Linn.);   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xiii.   p.   211   (1890j   ;   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   464;   Hawker,   Ibis,

1899,   p.   61.
a.   c?   •     Hargeisa,   Somaliland,   13   December,   1898.     (No,   7.)

Iris   dark   hazel  ;   bill   and   legs   black.

14.   Penthetria   laticauda.

Penthetria   laticauda   (Licht.)j   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xiii.   p.   218   (1890).
a.   S.     Chelunco,   Abyssinia,   4   January,   1899.     (No.   111.)

b.   c?   .     Baroma,   Abyssinia,   10   January,   1899.      (No.   147.)

c.   Jawaha,   Abyssinia,   21   February,   1899.       (No.   351.)
a.   Iris   dark   brown   ;   bill   dark   horn   ;   legs   dark   horn.
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b.   Iris   brown;   upper   inaudible   black,   lower   dusky";   legs
black.

c.   Iris   browu  ;   bill   dark   ;   legs   brown.

Specimen   c,   apparently   a   female,   resembles   a   and   b  ;   but

the   primaries   &c.   arc   browner,   edged   with   pale   whitish,   and

the   tail   is   much   shorter   (2*7   inches).

[This   Long-tailed   Weaver   is   always   to   be   seen   in   company

Avith   Penthetriopsis   wacrocerca   or   Urobraclnja   Iraversi.

The   male   bird   apparently   does   not   get   the   long   tail-feathers

till   the   second   year's   plumage.  —  L.]

15.   Penthetriopsis   macroceuca.

Penthetriopsis   mucrocerca   (Licht.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   13.   Brit.
Mus.   xiii.   p.   223   (1890).

a.   (J   imm.   Baroma,   Abyssinia,   11   .January,   1899.

(No.   153.)

b.   (^   .      Baroma,   Abyssinia,   11   January,   1899.       (No.   157.)

c.   c?  .   Philwaha,   Abyssinia,   16   February,   1899.

(No.   315.)

a.   Upper   mandible   reddish   brown,   lower   lighter;   legs
brown.

b.   Upper   mandible   black,   lower   steel-blue;   legs   black.

c.   Iris   brown   ;   bill   dark   ;   legs   dark.

Specimen   a   shows   no   traces   of   yellow   shoulder-patches.

[This   bird   is   found   in   flocks   with   Penthetria   laticauda;

but,   though   it   occupies   similar   ground   to   Urobrachya   traversi,

it   ^vas   never   seen   in   company   with   that   bird.   I   believe   this

bird   alters   its   coloration   very   much   in   the   rainy   season,   the

Aving-   and   tail-feathers   becoming   at   that   time   almost   wholly

black.—  L.]

16.   Urobrachya   traversi.

Urobrachya   traversii   Salvad.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.Brit.   Mus.

xiii.   p.   226   (1890).

a,   b,   c.   J"   c?   ?   •   Lekamtc,   Abyssinia,   16   March,   1899.

(Nos.   426,   427,   428.)

Iris   browu   ;    bill   dusky   ;   legs   browu.

Specimen   a   is   a   male   in   the   brown   plumage,   but   with
the     orange     shoulder-patch     Avell     developed   ;   b     and     c     are



from   SomulUand   and   Southern   Abyssinia.   125

apparently   an   immature   male   and   female   without   any   traces
of   orange   on   the   shoulder.   These   specimens   are   a   valuable

addition   to   the   Museum   collection,   the   only   example   there
being   an   adult   male.

[Avery   local   bird,   but   in   large   numbers   where   it   is   found.

On   our   westward   journey   from   Addis   Abbeba   to   Dabous   we

passed   through   country   inhabited   first   by   this   species,   then,

during   a   few   days'   march,   we   saw   only   Penthetriojisis   macro-

cerca,   and   then   once   more   U.   traversi   only   was   met   with,

the   Long-tailed   Weaver,   Penthetria   laticauda,   remaining
constant   throughout.  —  L.]

17.   Pyromelana   franciscana.

Pijroniehena   franciscana   (Isert)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.

Mus.   xiii.   p.   233   (1890)   ;   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   464.

a.   d"   juv.     Hado,   Abyssinia,   24   December,   1898.     (No.   24.)

b.   ($   .   Lake   Harrar   Meyer,   Abyssinia,   1   January,   1899.
(No.   65.)

c.   ?   .   Lake   Harrar   Meyer,   Abyssinia,   1   January,   1899.
(No.   73.)

d.   (S  .   Lake   Chercher,   Abyssinia,   12   January,   1899.
(No.   164.)

a.   Iris,   bill,   and   legs   brown.

b.   Iris   orange   ;   bill   dusky   ;   legs   light,

c.   Iris   light   brown   ;   bill   dusky   ;   legs   light.

d.   Iris   brown   ;   bill   light  ;   legs   light.

Specimens    b    and   d   are   beginning   to   show   some   of    the

black   feathers   of   the   breeding-plumage   on   the   breast.

[Always   in   large   flocks   about   the   dhurra-fields.  —  L.]

18.   Pyromelana   xanthomelana.

Pyromelana   xanthomelana   (Riipp.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit,

Mus.   xiii.   p.   239   (1890)   ;   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   464.

a.   S-   Waha   Zinzero,   Abyssinia,   4   February,   1899.
(No.   288.)

Iris   brown;   bill   and   legs   dark.

19.   Ploceipasser   melanorhynchus.

Ploceipasser   melanorhynchus   (Riipp.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.
Brit.   Mus.   xiii.   p.   246   (1890),
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a.     c?   .   Hawash,   Abyssinia,   17   January^   18'J9.      (No.   217.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   black   ;   legs   brown.

[A   noisy   bird   :   seen   in   large   numbers   on   the   II  awash

plain.  —  L.]

20.   Ploceipasser   superciliosus.

Ploceipasser   stiperciliosus   (lliipp.)   ;   Sharpe^   Cat.   B.   Brit.

Mus.   xiii.   p.   248   (1890).

a.   S.   Laga   Hardim,   Abyssinia^   1-1   January,   18'J9.

(No.   194.)

Iris   light   brown   ;   bill   brown   ;   legs   light.

21.   Quelea   ^thiopica.

Quelea   (Bthiojnca   (Gray)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   xiii.

p.   259,   pi.   X.   fig.   5   (1890).

a.   ?   .   Lake   Harrar   Meyer,   Abyssinia,   1   January,   1899.

(No.   64.)

I).     ^.      Baroma,   Abyssinia,   11   January,   1899.      (No.   154.)

c.   S  '   Gadaburka,   Abyssinia,   21   January,   1899.

(No.   247.)

a.   Iris   light   hazel;   bill   red;   legs   light.

b,   c.   Iris   brown   ;   bill   red   ;   legs   light.

[Found   in   flocks,   often   with   other   species   of   Finches   and

Weavers.  —  L.]

22.   Spermestes   scutata.

Spermestes   scutata   Heugl.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xiii.   p.   265   (1890).

a.   Ad.   Telagubaie,   Abyssinia,   12   February,   1899.

(No.   326.)
Iris   brown   ;   upper   mandible   black,   lower   slate   ;   legs   slate.

23.   Ortygospiza   polyzoxa.

Ortyyospiza   poJyzona   (Temm.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit,

Mus.   xiii.   p.   269   (1890).

a.   ?.     Jifadensa,Abyssinia,   22   January,   1899.      (No.   260.)

b.   S-      Jaka,   Abyssinia,   27   February,   1899.      (No.   376.)

a.   Iris   brown  ;   bill   and   legs   dark   brown.

b.   Iris   brown   ;   upper   mandible   dark,   lower   dull   red   ;   legs
dark   brown.



from   Somaliland   and   SoutheTn   Abyssinia.   127

24.   Lagonosticta   brunneiceps,

Lagonosticta   brunneiceps   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   xiii.

p.   277   (1890).

a.   S   •      Harrar,   Abyssiuia,   27   December,   1898.      (No.   41.)

b.   (^  .   Laga   Hardim,   Abyssinia,   14   January,   1899.

(No.   192.)

Iris   bright   orange   or   red  ;   bill   deep   red,   black   on   the

culmen,   along   the   cutting-margins,   and   the   suture   of   the

mandibles;   legs   dark   brown.

[This   small   Finch   feeds   on   the   ground   in   small   flocks   ;   it

inhabits   the   lower   valleys.   The   white   dots   on   the   breast

Avere   not   observed   on   more   than   one   or   two   birds   in   every

flock.—  L.]

25.   Lagonosticta   congica.

Lagonosticta   congica   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   xiii.   p.   280,
pi.   xi.   fig.   3   (1890).

a.   ?   .   Lake   Chercher,   Abyssinia,   1  1   January,   1899.

(No.   162.)

b.   $   .      Jawaha,   Abyssinia,   21   February,   1899.       (No.   336.)
Iris   brown   .   bill   and   legs   black.

We   have   referred   the   specimens   to   this   species   with

some   doubt   j   both   birds   are   much   injured   by   shot,   specimen   b

lacking   the   entire   tail,   a   has   the   back   darker   brown,   more

like   that   of   the   type   of   L.   congica^   but   Avithout   the   grey   shade,

the   lores,   chin,   throat,   and   breast   reddish   brown   strongly

washed   with   pink,   and   the   forehead   and   crown   deep   ash-
grey,   b   has   the   upper   parts   brighter   and   of   a   more   rufous

brown,   the   lores,   superciliary   stripe,   chin,   and   fore-neck

dull   pink,   and   the   forehead   and   cheeks   strongly   washed   with

the   same   colour;   the   rest   of   the   underparts   brown,   wdth
scarcely   a   trace   of   pink.

[Occasionally   met   with   in   Southern   Shoa.  —  L.]

26.   Lagonosticta   lakvata.

Amadina   larvata   lliipp.   Neue   Wirbelth.,   Vog.   p.   97,   pi.   36.
fig.   1   (1835).

Lagonosticta   larvata   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   xiii.   p.   286
(1890).
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«.   (^   inim.   (iclougol,   Abyssinia,   13   March,   1899.

(No.   412.)
Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   dark   slate.

An   immatnrc   male   nndonbtedly   belongs   to   this   rare   speeies.

It   is   nufortnnately   tailless,   but   otherwise   elosely   resembles

the   figure   given   by   Riippell  ;   the   back,   wing-coverts,   lower
breast,   and   flanks   are,   however,   mixed   with   brown   feathers,

evidently   the   remains   of   young   plumage.

This   speeies   is   new   to   the   British   Museum   Collection.

[When   first   shot   the   white   dots   on   the   breast   were   well

defined.  —  L.J

27.     PyTELIA   CITERIOR.

Zonogastris   citerior   (Strickl.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xiii.   p.   299   (1890).
a.   ?   imm.   Blue   Nile,   Abyssinia,   16   May,   1899.

(No.   513.)
Iris   brown   ;   bill   reddish   ;   legs   light.

This   immature   specimen,   in   somewhat   worn   condition,   has

the   uuderparts   pale   sandybrown   ;   only   one   or   two   barred

feathers   of   the   adult   plumage   are   beginning   to   make   their

appearance   on   the   breast.

28.   Pytelia   lineata.

Pijtelia   lineata   Heugl.   J.   f.   O.   1863,   p.   17;   Sharpe,   Cat.

B.   Brit.   Mus.   xiii.   p.   301   (1890).

a.   [(^Jvixad.   Lake   Chercher,   Abyssinia,   12   January,

1899.      (No.   167.)
b.   ?   imm.   Didesa   river,   Abyssinia,   21   March,   1899.

(No.   438.)
Iris   brown   ;   bill   in   a   red,   in   b   reddish   brown;   legs   light

horn-colour.

The   nearly   adult   specimen   before   us   agrees   well   with

Heuglin^s   original   description   of   the   male;   but   some   of   the
feathers   on   the   crown   of   the   head   and   back,   as   well   as   those

on   the   middle   of   the   breast   and   underparts,   are   sandy   brown,

and   evidently   the   remains   of   immature   plumage.   Specimen
b   an   immature   female,   has   the   whole   of   the   upper   parts,

including   the    top    of   the    head,   earthy   brown,   the    cheeks,
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throat,   breast,   and   sides   somewhat   paler   and   tinged   with

grey,   the   two   latter   being   faintly   barred   with   dusky   ;   the

middle   of   the   lower   breast   and   belly   whitish;   the   under

tail-coverts   whitish,   with   dusky   cross-bars  ;   the   quills   and

outer   tail-feathers   dark   brown,   margined   on   the   outer   web

with   dull   red  ;   and   the   upper   tail-coverts   and   middle   pair   of
tail-feathers   dull   red.

This   species   is   new   to   the   British   Museum   Collection.

[This   bird   was   killed   along   with   a   specimen   of   Pytelia   afra

(No.   168).
It   is   not   common,   and   where   found   is   in   small   flocks.  —  L.]

29.   Pytelia   afra.

Pytelia   afra   (Gm.);   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   xiii.   p.   302

(1890).

a.   Juv.   Feyambiro,   Abyssinia,   26   December^   1898.

(No.   34.)

b,   c.   cJ   ?   .   Lake   Chercher,   Abyssinia,   12   January,   1899.

(Xos.   168,   169.)

a.   Iris   brown;   bill   and   legs   dusky   ;   bill   with   two   small
white   knobs   at   each   corner   of   the   mouth.

b^   c.   Iris   light   brown   ;    bill   and   legs   dusky.

30.   COCCOPVGIA   QUARTINIA.

Coccopygia   quartinia   (Bp.)  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   xiii.

p.   307   (1890).
a.     S   •      Chelunco,   x\byssinia,   4   January,   1899.       (No.   108.   i

Iris   brown   ;   upper   mandible   black,   lower   red   ;   legs   black.

[This   bird   was   seen   only   at   Chelunco,   but   was   very

common   in   that   district.  —  L.]

31.   Hypochera   ultramarina.

Hypoclmra   ultramarina   (Gm.)  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   INIus.

xiii.   p.   309   (1899).
a.   ^   ad.   Kassim   river,   Abyssinia,   18   January,   1899.

(No.   224.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   pale   coral.

This   specimen   is   in   the   purple-black   plumage   of   the   fully
adult   male.

[Quite   black   examples   of   this   bird   were   rare,   only   one   or

SER.   VII.  VOL.   VI.   K
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two   being   seen   among   large   flocks.      It   was   observed   only   at

the   Kassim   river,   and   once   afterwards,   I   believe,   at   Bilo.  —   L.]

32.   Spoilegintiius   margarit.'e.      (Plate   III.   fig.   1.)

Sporcegintlms   margarH(Q   Weld-Blnndell    &   Lovat,     Bnll.

B.   O.   C.   vol.   X.   p.   XX   (1899).

a.   Ad.      Gelongol,   Abyssinia,   13   March,   1899.       (No.   414   )
h.   Ad.      Gelongol,   Abyssinia,   13   March,   1899.      (No.415.)

c.   $   ad.   Gelongol,   Abyssinia,   13   March,   1899.

(No.   417.)       \_T\jpe   of   the   species.']

d.   [?   ?]   ad.   Gelongol,   Abyssinia,   13   March,   1899.

(No.   419.)
This,   ajjparently   a   very   distinct   species,   has   the   general

colour   above,   including   the   top   of   the   head,   dull   earthy

brown  ;   the   rump   and   upper   tail-covcrts   dull   crimson  ;   the

lores,   sides   of   the   face,   and   ear-coverts   brownish   cinnamon;

the   rest   of   the   underparts   pale   cinnamon-  buff,   inclining   to

brownish   on   the   sides   of   the   body   ;   the   tips   of   the   flank-

feathers   pink,   and   the   under   tail-coverts   white.   The   remiges

and   rectrices   are   brownish   black,   the   two   outer   pairs   of   the

latter   inclining   to   whitish   along   the   outer   margin   and   towards

the   tip.   Iris   brown,   bill   red,   legs   dark   brown.   Total   length

4*5   inches,   cut   men   0   4,   wing   1"85,   tail   18,   tarsus   0"55.

[A   flock   of   close   on   one   hundred   birds   was   once   seen   at

Gelongol   feeding   on   the   ground.   The   specimens   procured

were   the   result   of   one   shot.   I   observed   the   flock   carefully

tlirough   my   telescope   before   firing,   and,   so   far   as   I   could

judge,   the   entire   number   were   identical   in   size,   shape,   and

markings.   No.   419,   though   marked   ?,   was   almost   certainly
a   female.  —  L.]

33.   Spora:ginthus   subflavus.

Sporaginthus   subflavus   (Vieill.)  ;   Sliarpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xiii.   p.   324   (1899).

a.   S   •      Gelongol,   Abyssinia,   13   March,   1899.       (No.   413.)

b,   c.   c?   ?   .   Sati,   Abyssinia,   30   March,   1899.   (Nos.   463,

464.)

Iris   in   a   light   hazel,   in   b   and   c   red   ;   bill   red,   ridge   of

culmen   and   suture   of   mandibles   black   ;   legs   dusky.
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34.   AlDEMOSYNE   CANTANS.

Aidemosyne   cantans   (Gm.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xiii.   p.   371   (1890)   ;   id..   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.466j   Hawker,   Ibis,

1899,   p.   62.

a.   ?   .   Laga   Hardim,   Abyssinia,   14   January,   1899.
(No.   191.)

Iris   light   brown   ;   bill   dark   slate.

35.   ESTRILDA   MINOR.

Estrilda   minor   (Cab.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   INIus.   xiii.

p.   393   (1890),

a.   c?   •   Lake   Harrar   Meyer,   Abyssinia,   1   January,   1899.

(No.   68.)

b.   c?  ,   Lake   Cherclier,   Abyssinia,   12   January,   1899.

(No.   170,)

Iris   brown  ;   bill   red   ;   legs   black,

[A   Finch   similar   to   this,   but   with   a   short   tail,   was   observed,

but   not   shot,   at   the   Kassim   river.   These   birds   roost   on   the

low   scrub   in   flocks.  —  L.]

36.   Estrilda   rhodopyga.

Estrilda   rhodopyga   Sundev.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat,   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xiii.   p.   396   (1890)   ;   id.   P.   Z.   S,   1895,   p,   466   ;   Hawker,   Ibis,

1899,   p.   61.

a.   S   •   Feyambiro,   Abyssinia,   25   December,   1898.

(No,   32,)
Iris   brown  ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[After   leaving   Feyambiro   we   only   once   met   with   this

Finch,   a   solitary   example   being   seen   at   Kassim   river,  —  L.]

37.   Estrilda   phcenicotis.

Estrilda   phoenicotis   Swains.;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   ]\Ius.

xiii.   p.   400   (1890)  ;   id.   P,   Z,   S,   1895,   p.   467,
a.   S   imm.   Lake   Harrar   Meyer,   Abyssinia,   30   December,

1898.      (No.   56,)

b.   S   •   Laga   Hardim,   Abyssinia,   14   January,   1899.

(No,   183,)
Iris   in   a   light   hazel,   in   b   brown  ;   base   of   bill   red,   tip

black  ;   legs   light,
k2
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38.   Granatina   iantiiinogastra.

Granat'ma   iunthinoyastcr   (Reichen.)  ;   Sliarpe.   Cat.   B.   Brit.
Mus.   xiii.   p.   401   (1890)   ;   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   467;   Hawker,

Ibis,   1899,   p.   62.
a,   h.   ?   (^  .   Hargeisa,   Somaliland,   14   December,   1898.

(Nos.   11,   12.)
c.   ?   .   Near   Laga   Hardini,   Abyssinia,   15   January,   1899.

(No.   195.)
(L     S   .     Hawash,   Abyssinia,   16   January,   1899.     (No.   207.)

Iris   light   liazel   ;   bill   red;   legs   black.

[Very   widely   distributed,   but   seldom   seen   in   such   large

flocks   as   most   of   the   other   small   Finches.  —  L.]

39.   x\naplectes   blundelli,   sp.   n.

Adult   male.   Most   nearly   allied   to^.   melanotis   (Lafr.  ),   but

to   be   distinguished   from   that   species   by   having   the   back

black   instead   of   brown,   a   few   feathers   on   the   interscapular

region   being   tipped   with   pale   red,   and   the   cheeks   and   ear-

coverts   deep   black,   this   colour   not   extending   to   an   imaginary
line   drawn   down   the   side   of   the   throat   from   the   base   of   the

mandible.   In   A.   melanotis   the   black   extends   over   the   sides

of   the   throat,   considerably   beyond   this   line.   Total   length

about   5"7   inches,   culmen   0*8,   wing   3'4,   tail   2*2,   tarsus
08.

a.   S-   BeniSchongul,Abyssinia,   3   May,   1899.   (No.   494.)

\J'ype   of   the   species.  ~\

40.   HeTERHYPH   ANTES    BAGLAEECHT.

Het.erhyplumtes   baglafecht   (Vieill.)  ;   Sharpc,   Cat.   B.   Brit.

Mus.   xiii.   p.   419   (1890).
a.   ?   .      Derru,   Abyssinia,   5   January,   1899.       (No.   115.)

b.   S-      Baroma,          „        11   January,   1899.      (No.   156.)

c.   S-      Jumjum,        „          4   March,   1899.       (No.   377.)

d.   S  '      Lekamte        „        16   March,   1899.      (No.   432.)

Iris   pale    yelloAV  ;     bill     black   ;     legs   in   a   and   b   brown,     in

c   and   d   light.

[This   Weaver   is   one   of   the   most   widely   distributed   birds   of
Shoan   Abyssinia.  —  L.]
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41.   Hyphantornis   galbula.

Hijphantornis   galbula   (Riipp.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xiii.   p.   442   (1890)   ;   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   468   ;   Lort   Phillips,

Ibis,   1898,   p.   397   (Somalilaud).

a,   J-   Laga   Hardim,   Abyssinia,   14   January,   1899.

(No.   193.)

Iris   orange  ;   bill   black   ;   legs   light.

42.   Hyphantornis   abyssinicus.

Hyphantornis   abyssinicus   (Gm.)  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.  B.Brit.   Mus.

xiii.   p.   453   (1890).

a.     ^   .     Baroma,   Abyssinia,   11   January,   1899.      (No.   155.)

Iris   reddish   orange   ;    bill   black   ;   legs   light   brown.

[Impossible   to   distinguish   from   H.   spekii,   even   through   a

good   telescope  ;   either   one   or   the   other   was   to   be   found   in

most   of   the   valleys,   especially   to   the   south   of   Shoa.  —  L.]

43.   Hyphantornis   intermedius.

Hyphantornis   intermedius   (Riipp.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.

Mus.   xiii.   p.   460   (1890).

a.   Imm.   Kassim   river,   Abyssinia,   18   January,   1899.

(No.   218.)

Iris   yellow   ;   bill   and   legs   dark   brown.

[The   adult   male   has   a   perfectly   black   head.  —  L.]

44.   Hyphantornis   vitellixus.

Hyphantorms   vitellinus   (Licht.)  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.B.   Brit.   Mus.

xiii.   p.   462   (1890)   ;   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   468.

a.   cJ   .   Hargeisa,   Somaliland,   13   December,   1898.     (No.   10.)

Iris,   bill,   and   legs   brown.

45.   Hyphantornis   spekii.

Hyphantornis   spekii   Heugl.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xiii.   p.   469   (1890)  ;   Lort   Phillips,   Ibis,   1898,   p.   397   (Somali-

land).
a.   S  .   Feyamljiro,   Abyssinia,   26   December,   1898,

(No.   35.)
Iris,   bill,   and   legs   light   brown.

[This   species,   or   Hyphantornis   abyssinicus   (No.   155),
was   to   be   seen   in   most   of   the   valleys   of   Southern   Shoa.  —  L.]
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46.   Textor   albirostris.

Textor   albirostris   (Vieill.)   ;   Sharpe^   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xiii.   p.   508   (1890).
a.   S-   Kassim   river,   Abyssinia,   20   January,   1899.

(No.   U2.)
Iris   brown;   bill   reddish   brown;   legs   brown.

47.   Chrysomitris   nigriceps.

Chrysomitris   nigriceps   (Riipp.)  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xii.   p.   222   (1888)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.   p.   274

(1888).
a.     S   '      Gedda,   Abyssinia,   1   February,   1899.      (No.   279.)

Bill   and   legs   black.

48.   Chrysomitris   citrinelloides.

Chrysomitris   citrinelloides   (RiiiDp.)  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.
Mus.   xii.   p.   229   (1888)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.

p.   274   (1888).
Chrysomitris   melanops   (Heugl.)  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.

Mus.   xii.   p.   229   (1888).
a.   S  .   Lake   Harrar   Meyer,   Abyssinia,   30   December,

1898.      (No.   55.)
b.   ?   .   Warabili,   Abyssinia,   3   January,   1899.      (No.   100.)

c.   ?   .   Bilo,   Abyssinia,   10   March,   1899.       (No.   388.)

Iris   brown;   bill   and   legs   dark.

[We   usually   met   with   this   SiskinN§ingly   or   in   pairs,   in

company   with   flocks   of   Quelea   cethiopica.  —  L.]

49.   Petronia   dentata.

Petronia   dentata   (Sundev.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xii.   p.   295   (1888).
Xanthodira   dentata   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.

p.   277   (1888).
a.     ?.     Maritchi,   Abyssinia,   22   March,   1899.     (No.   443.)

Iris   brown  ;   bill   dusky   ;   legs   slate.

The   female   before   us   apparently   belongs   to   this   species,

though   it   is   rather   darker   on   the   upper   parts,   and   has   the

rufous-white   superciliary   stripes   more   strongly   marked   than

in   any   of   the   female   examples   in   the   British   Museum   Collec-
tion.     The   bill   is,   moreover,   slightly   longer.
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50.   Passer   swainsoni.

Passer   swainsoni   (Riipp.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   xii.

p.   334   (1888);   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.   p.   278
(1888).

a.   S   .      Hado,   Abyssinia,   24   December,   1898.      (No.   23.)
b.   ?.      Baroma,   Abyssinia,   10   January,   1899.      (No.   150.)
c.   c?   •   Kassira   river,   Abyssinia,   19   January,   1899.

(No.   239.)

a.   Iris   brown;     bill   black;     legs   brown.

b   and   c.   Iris   brown;   bill   dark;   legs   brown.

[Common   tlirougliout   Abyssinia.  —  L.]

51.   POLIOSPIZA   TRISTRIATA.

Poliospiza   tristriata   (Riipp.)  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xii.   p.   345   (1888);   Salvad.   Ann,   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.

p.   276   (1888).
a.   ^  .   Lake   Harrar   Meyer,   Abyssinia,   30   December,

1898.      (No.   57.)

b.   (S   .      Derru,   Abyssinia,   5   January,   1899.       (No.   113.)

c.   J.      Kosso,   Abyssinia,   8   February,   1899.      (No.   305.)

Iris   light   brown   ;    bill   dusky   ;   legs   brown.

[Usually   met   with   in   pairs.   This   Finch   is   more   an

inhabitant   of   woods   than   of   cornfields.  —  L.]

52.   Serinus   icterus.

Serinus   icterus   Bonn.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   xii.

p.   356   (1888).

a.   ?   imm.     Bilo,   Abyssinia,   10   March,   1899.      (No.   387.)

b.   S   imm.      Bilo,   Abyssinia,   10   March,   1899.      (No.   394.)
a.   Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   dark   brown.

b.   Iris   brown   ;   bill   dark   ;   legs   black.

An   immature   male   and   female,   apparently   of   this   species.

[Met   with   in   the   valleys   of   Central   and   Southern   Abys-

sinia.— L.]

53.   Serinus   striolatus.

Serinus  striolatus   (Riipp.);   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   xii.

p.   363    (1888)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.   p.   271

(1888).
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a.     S-      Oedda,   Abyssinia,   1   February,   1899.       (No.   282.)

Iris   hazel   ;   l)ill   and   lej^s   dark.

54.   Serinus   xanthopygius.
Serinus   xanthopT/gius   Riipp.  ;   Sliarpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xii.   p.   365   (1888).
a.     S   .   Gerru,   Abyssinia,   6   February,   1899.      (No.   296.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   dark.
M

55.   Serinus   reichknowi.
Serinus   reiciienowi   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.

p.   272   (1888)   [Shoa].
a,   b.   S   ?   •   Hado,   Abyssinia,   24-   December,   1898.

(Nos.   25,   26.)
Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   dusky.

The   well-marked   white   eyebrow   and   spotted   chest   serve

at   once   to   distinguish   this   species   from   the   closely-allied

iS.   xardhopygivs   Riipp.

56.   Emberiza   hortulana.
Emberiza   hortulana   Linn.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat,   B.   Brit.   Mus.   xii.

p.   530   (1888);   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.   p.   268

(1888)
a,   b.   S   S  '   Balti,   Abyssinia,   23   January,   1899.

(Nos.   269,   270.)
Iris   brown   ;   bill   dark   ;   legs   light.

[The   Ortolan   inhabits   the   high   plateaux   of   Central

Abyssinia   where   a   few   trees   are   to   be   found.  —  L.]

57.   Emberiza   poliopleura.

FrinyUUiria   pohojjJeura,   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.

p.   269   (1888)   [Shoa].
Emberiza   poliopleura   Sharpe,   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   471   ;

Hawker,   Ibis,   1899,   p.   49.
a.   c?  .   Acabsiyo,   Somaliland,   17   December,   1898.

(No.   15.)
b.   S   •      Hawash,   Abyssinia,   16   January,   1899.     (No.   208.)

a.   Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   horn-colour.

b.   Iris   brown   ;    bill   dark   ;   legs   light.

The   examples   of   this   rare   species   agree   with   Salvadori's
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description     and     with     a     typical     example     in     the     British
Museum.

[This   handsome   Bunting   was   occasionally   met   with   on

the   western   side   of   Abyssinia^   but   was   distinctly   a   rare

bird.—  L.]

58.   Fringillaria   septemstriata.

FringiUaria   septemstriata   (Riipp.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.

Mus.   xii.   p.   559   (1888)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mas.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.

p.   269   (1888).

a.     S   '      Gerru,   Abyssinia,   6   February,   1899.      (No.   293.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   dark  ;   legs   brown.

The   true   F.   septemstriata   (Riipp.),   with   almost   the   whole   of

the   inner   webs   of   the   primaries   rufous,   and   only   the   tips   dusky,

is   apparently   not   met   with   east   of   Abyssinia   ;   westward   its

range   extends   to   the   River   Niger,   and   it   has   been   got   as   far

south   asLake   Victoria   Nyanza   by   Mr.   F.   J.   Jackson.   None

of   the   birds   obtained   by   Mr.   Lort   Phillips   in   Somaliland

belong   to   this   species,   but   should,   in   our   opinion,   be   referred

to   the   Southern   form,   F.   tahapisi.   The   true   F.   septemstriata

has   the   whole   of   the   outer   secondaries   chestnut,   only   the

terminal   portion   (about   0*5   inch)   being   dusky.   The   bird

shot   by   Lord   Lovat   at   Laga   Hardim,   in   the   north-west

of   the   Galla   country,   can   only   be   referred   to   F.   tahapisi.

[Seen   at   intervals   throughout   our   journey   almost   as   far

west   as   the   Blue   Nile.  —  L.]

59.   Fringillaria   tahapisi.

Fringillaria   tahapisi   (Smith)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xii.   p.   558   (1888)   ;   Lort   Phillips,   Ibis,   1898,   p.   399

[N.   Somaliland].

Fringillaria   septemstriata   Lort   Phillips   (nee   Riippell),   Ibis,

1898,   p.   399   [N.   Somaliland].

a.     ?     [evidently   ^   ]  .   Laga   Hardim,   Abyssinia,   1-1   January,

1899.   (No.   181.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   dark   ;   legs   brown.

60.   Tephrocorys   ruficeps.

Tephrocorys   ruficeps   (Riipp.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xiii.   p.   563   (1890)   ;   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   471.
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a,     b.     cJ   ?   .       Jifadensa,     Abyssinia,     22     January,     1899.

(Nos.   253,   254.)
c.   S   jiiv.   Balti,   Abyssinia,   23   January,   1899.

(No.   267.)
a,   b.   Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   dark.

c.   Iris   brown   ;   bill   dark  ;   legs   light.

Specimen   c,   a   young   male,   is   in   interesting   plumage,   and
differs   from   the   adult   chiefly   in   having   the   top   of   the   head

and   the   greater   part   of   the   back   and   wing-coverts   very   dark

brown,   with   a   small   white   spot   at   the   extremity   of   most   of   the

feathers;   and   the   chest,   breast,   and   sides   buff,   with   a

subterminal   bar   or   spot   of   blackish   brown.

[This   Lark   has   the   power   of   raising   its   crest.   It   is   common
at   all   altitudes   of   Shoan   Abyssinia.  —  L.]

61.   Alauda   pr^termissa.

Alauda   prcetermissa   Blanf.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xiii.   p.   579   (1890).
a.   S.   Jifadensa,   Abyssinia,   22   January,   1899.

(No.   256.)
Iris   brown  ;   bill   dark   ;   legs   light.

[Very   common   on   the   highlands.   It   appeared   to   feed   in

small   flocks.  —  L.]

62.   MlRAFRA   GILLETTI.

Mirafra   gilletti   Sharpe,   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   472;   Lort

Phillips,   Ibis,   1898,   p.   401   [N.   Somaliland]   ;   Hawker,   Ibis,

1899,   p.   64.
a.     S'      Hawash,   Abyssinia,   16   January,   1899.      (No.   206.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   dark   ;   legs   light.

63.   Spilocorydon   hypermetrus.

Spilocorydon   hypermetrus   Reichenow  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.

Brit.   Mus.   xiii.   p.   620   (1890).
a.   S-      Kassim     river,      Abyssinia,      18      January,     1899.

(No.   223.)
b.   S'         Gadaburka,      Abyssinia,     21       January,      1899.

(No   249.)
a.   Iris   brown  ;   culmen   dark,   mandible   whitish   ;   legs   light

horn-colour.      Wing   4"6   inches,   tail   3*4.
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b.   Iris   hazel;   culmen   dark   ;   mandible   wliitisli;   legs   light

horn-colour.     Wing   4*3   inches,   tail   3'4.

The   measurements   of   these   birds   are   somewhat   larger   than

those   given   by   Reicheuow   in   his   original   description.

[Very   common   in   the   Hawash   plain.   This   Lark   is   very

shy   and   can   be   approached   only   when   perching   in   the   early

morning.   During   the   day   it   soai's   occasionally   to   a   height

of   ten   feet   or   so   from   the   ground,   where   it   hovers   for   two   or

three   minutes   at   a   time.   On   one   occasion,   in   company   with

some   Abyssinians,   I   surrounded   a   bird   thus   hovering   over

perfectly   bare   ground,   but   though   we   kept   our   eyes   on   the

ground   we   failed   either   to   discover   the   Lark,   when   settled,

or   to   get   it   to   rise   again.  —  L.]

04.   Pyrrhulauda   leucotis.

Fyrrhiilauda   leucotis   (Stanl.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

xiii.   p.   657   (1890).

a.   c?   •   Kassim   river,   Abyssinia,   18   January,   1899.

(No.   219.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   bluish   white.

65.   MOTACILLA   ALBA.

MntaciUaalba   Linn.;   Sharpe,  Cat.   Brit.  Mus.  x.   464(1885)   ;

Hawker,   Ibis,   1899,   p.   66.

a.   ?   .   Lake   Harrar   Meyer,   Abyssinia,   1   January,   1899.
(No.   70.)

b.   ^  .   Kassim   river,   Abyssinia,   18   January,   1899.

(No.   229.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[This   Wagtail   takes   the   place   of   M.   vidua   on   all   the   rivers

not   in   the   Nile   basin   (Hawash,   Kassim   river,   Gibbeh,   and

Turgu)  .—  L.]

66.   MOTACILLA   VIDUA.

Motacilla   vidua   Sundev.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B,   Brit.   Mus.   x.

p.   488   (1885)   ;   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   473.

a.   ?   .   Didesa   river,   Abyssinia,   21   March,   1899.

(No.   437.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[This   Wagtail   was   found   only   on   the   Blue   Nile   and   its

tributaries,   the   Didesa   and   Dabous   rivers.  —  L.]
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67.   MOTACILLA   MELANOPE.

Motacilla   mdanope   Pall.   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   x.

p.   497   (1885)   ;   Lort   Phillips,   Ibis,   1898,   p.   401   [Wagga

JMoiintain,   Somaliland,   7000   feet]  .

a.     ^   .      Baroma,   Abyssinia,   10   January,   1899.      (No.   145.)

/;.     ?   .      Gedda,   Abyssinia,   1   February,   1899.       (No.   280.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   dark   :   legs   light.

[I   shot   one   specimen   of   the   Grey   Wagtail   in   the   middle

of   the   Knni   forest,   several   miles   from   water.  —  L.]

68.   Motacilla   campestris.

Motacilla   campestris   Pall.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   x.

p.   510,   pi.   vi.   figs.   1   &   2   (1885).

a.   (^  .   Lake   Harrar   Meyer,   Abyssinia,   30   December,

1898.      (No.   53.)

Iris   light   hazel  ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[A   very   widely-distributed   Wagtail,   usually   seen   in   flocks

along   with   AntJms   cervinus.  —  L.]

69.   Motacilla   feldeggi.

Motacilla   f  el  deggi   Michah.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   x.

p.   527,   pi.   viii.   figs.   1-4   (1885).

a.   (^  .   Lake   Harrar   Meyer,   Abyssinia,   1   January,   1899.
(No.   66.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

70.   Anthus   trivialis.

Anthus   trivialis   (Linn.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   ^lus.   x.

p.   543   (1885)   ;   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   473.

a.     c^.   Ganti,   Abyssinia,   28   March,   1899.      (No.   459.)

Iris   brown  ;    bill   dark  ;   legs   light.

71.   Anthus   pyrrhonotus.

Anf/ms  pyr?'honotus   (Vieill.)  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   x.

p.   555   (1885).

Anthus   gouldi   Fraser,   P.   Z,   S.   1843,   p.   27.

a.   S   •      Arriro,   Abyssinia,   19   February,   1899.      (No.   352.)

b.   ^.      Mendi,   Abyssinia,   2   April,   1899.       (No.   471.)

c.   Imm.      Mendi,   Abyssinia,   8   April,   1899.       (No.   479.)

Iris   brown  ;   upper   mandible   black,   low   er   yellow   towards

the   base   ;   legs   brown.
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The   three   examples   obtained   are   apparently   referable   to

A.   gouldi   Fraser,   which   Dr.   Sharpe   regards   as   a   small   West-

African   form   of   A.   pyrrhonotus.   The   upper   parts   of   these

birds,   which   are   in   somewhat   worn   plumage,   are   very   dark

brown,   with   faint   traces   of   light   edgings   to   the   feathers  ;   the

underparts   are   deep   tawny   buff,   darkest   on   the   under   tail-

coverts.   The   wing   in   specimen   a   measures   3*8,   and   in   b

4*0   inches,   these   measurements   being   unusually   large.

[This   Pipit   seemed   fond   of   the   high   grass-country,   and

was   often   observed   to   perch   in   trees.  —  L.]

72.   Anthus   sordidus.

Anthus   sordidus   Riipp.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   x.

p.   560   (1885)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.   p.   264

(1888)   ;   Lort   Phillips,   Ibis,   1898,   p.   402   [N.   Somaliland]   ;

Hawker,   Ibis,   1899,   p.   66.

a.   ^.   Staboolo,   Somaliland,   21   December,   1898.

(No.   19.)

b.   (^  .   Feyambiro,   Abyssinia,   26   December,   1898.

(No.   36.)

'     c.     (^   .      Hirna,   Abyssinia,   9   January,   1899.       (No.   141.)

d.   ?   .   Gadaburka,   Abyssinia,   21   January,   1899.

(No.   248.)

Iris   brown;   bill   dark   brown;   legs   light   brown.

Specimens   b,   c,   d   are   undoubtedly   referable   to   A.   sordidus

Riipp.   Specimen   a   also   apparently   belongs   to   this   species,

but   the   feathers   of   the   interscapular   region   and   back   are

nearly   uniform   in   colour   and   closely   approach   those   of

A.   pyj'rhonotus  .   Our   knowledge   of   this   group   of   Pipits   is   at

present   somewhat   unsatisfactory,   and   when   more   material   is

available   a   thorough   revision   of   the   local   races   should   prove
interesting.

73.   Anthus   rufulus.

Anthus   rufulus   Vieill.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   x.

p.   574   (1885).

Anthus   cinnainomeus   Salvad.   Ann.   JNIus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.

p.   264   (1888).
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a.   (J  .   Jig   -Tegga^   Abyssinia,   23   December,   1898.

(No.   20.)
b.   (^  .   Lake   Harrar   Meyer,   Abyssinia,   1   Jannary,   1899.

(No.   67.)
c.   (J   .   Jifadensa,   Abyssinia,   22   January,   1899.     (No.   255.)

d.   ?   .   Balti,   Abyssinia,   23   January,   1899.      (No.   261.)

e.   ?   .      Balti,   Abyssinia,   23   January,   1899.      (No.   264.)

/.     c?.      Balti,   Abyssinia,   23   January,   1899.       (No.   271.)

ff.   Ad.     Kuntaba,   Abyssinia,   7   February,   1899.     (No.   301.)

Iris   light   l)rown   ;   bill   dark   ;   legs   light.

[Widely   distributed.  —  L.]

74.   Anthus   cervinus.

Anthus   cervinus   (Pall.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus,   x.

p.   585   (1885)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.   p.   265

(1888)   ;   Lort   Phillips,   Ibis,   1898,   p.   402   [N.   Somaliland].

a.   ?   .   Lake   Harrar   Meyer,   Abyssinia,   1   January,   1899.

(No.   71.)
b.   S-      Baroma,   Abyssinia,   10   January,   1899.      (No.   144.)

c.   S   •      Balti,   Abyssinia,   23   January,   1899.      (No.   272.)

d.   S   •   Damai   Damash,   Abyssinia,   23   February,   1899.

(No.   369.)
e.   S   •      Jaka,   Abyssinia,   27   February,   1899.       (No.   375.)

a   and   e.   Iris   brown   ;   bill   dark  ;   legs   light.

b,   c,   and   d.   Iris   brown;   bill   dark;   legs   brown.

Specimen   b   is   still   in   winter   plumage,   with   the   throat

white,   the   rufous   just   beginning   to   make   its   appearance;   in

all   the   other   examples   the   rufous   is   more   or   less   developed,

while   in   specimen   c   it   is   of   a   distinctly   vinaceous   tint.

To.   Macronyx   tlavicollis.

Macronya^   flavicollis   B,up^.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   x.

p.   625   (1885)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.   p.   265

1^1888).
a.   c?   .      Jifadensa,   Abyssinia,  22   January,   1899.    (No,   257.)

b.   ?   .      Balti,   Abyssinia,   23   January,   1899.      (No.   263.)

Iris   bi'own  ;    bill   dark   ;   legs   light.

[A   bird   of   the   high   plateaux,   often   observed   to   perch   on

trees.      The   black   on   the   throat   appeared   to   be   more   pro-
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nounced   in   specimens   from   the   west,   but   scarcity   of   cartridges

forbade   my   ascertaining   for   certain.  —  L.]

7Q.   Nectarinia   tacazze.

Nectarinia   tacazze   (Stanley)   ;   Gadow,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mas.

ix.   p.   4   (1884)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.   p.   138

(1884),   &   xxvi.   p.   244   (1888).

a.     (J   imm.      Tra^   Abyssinia,   7   January,   1899.       (No.   134.)

h.   ^   imm.   Baroma_,   Abyssinia,   10   January,   1899
(No.   152.)

c.   ^   iram.   Kuutaba,   Abyssinia,   7   February,   1899.
(No.   300.)

d.   S   imm.   Lekamte,   Abyssinia,   16   March,   1899.

(No.   431.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[This   bird   was   frequently   seen   from   January   to   April,   but

never   in   full   plumage.  —  L.]

77  .   Nectarinia   cupreonitens,

Nectarinia   fainosa   (Linn.),   northern   race   N.   cupreonitens,

Gadow,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   ix.   p.   6   (1884).

Nectarinia   fainosa   ?   Salvad.   Ann,   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.

p.   138   (1884).

a.   J   imm,   Kosso^   Abyssinia,   8   February,   1899.

(No.   304.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.
[Fairly   common   throughout   Abyssinia,   though   seldom

seen   on   the   upper   plateaux.  —  L.]

78.   Nectarinia   pulchella.

Nectarinia   jwlchella   (Linn.)  ;   Gadow,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

ix.   p.   7   (1884)  ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.   p.   137

(1884),   &   xxvi.   p.   244   (1888).

a.   ($   imm,   Kassim   river,   Abyssinia,   20   January,   1899.

(No,   241.)

h.   r?   imm.   Jaw   aha,   Abyssinia,   21   February,   1899,

(No.   355,)
Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[Difficult   to   distinguish.   I   have   no   record   of   its   distri-

bution.— L.]
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79,   CiNNYRIS   AiriNIS.

Cinnyris   affiiris   (Riipp.)   ;   Gadow,   Cat.   B.   Brit,   Mus.   ix.

p.   40   (1881);   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ,   Gen.   xxi.   p.   110

(1884),   &   xxvi.   p.   246   (1888).

a.   \_S   imm.]   Lake   Harrar   Meyer,   Abyssinia,   30   December,

1898,      (No,   50.)

i,     [   ?   ad.]       Abyssinia,

Bill   and   legs   black.

80,   Cinnyris   hauessinica.

CAnnyris   habess'tnica   (Hempr.   &   Ehr.)   ;   Gadow,   Cat.   B.

Brit.   Mus.   ix.   p.   52   (1884)  ;   Sliaipe,   P.   Z,   S,   1895,   p.   474;

Lort   Piiillips,   Ibis,   1898,   p.   402   [N,   Somaliland]   ;   Hawker,

Ibis,   1899,   p,   67.

a.   S   •   Kassini   river,   Abyssinia,   19   January,   1899.
(No.   237.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[Only   observed   at   the   Kassim   river.  —  L.]

81,   Cinnyris   cruentata,

CAnnyris   cruentata   (Rlipp,)   ;   Gadow,   Cat,   B.   Brit,   Mus.   ix.

p.   93   (1884).

ChaJcomitra   cruentata,   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ,   Gen.   xxi.

p.   141   (1884).

Chalcomitra   scioana,   Salvad.   Ann,   Mus.    Civ.   Gen,   xxvi,

p,   247   (1888),

a.   S   juv.   Lake   Cbcrcher,   Abyssinia,   llJan.,1899.   (No.   163,)
*.c?ad,   „   \,          12Jan,,   1899,   (No,   172.)

c.   S   ad.     Ilawash,   Abyssinia,   16   January,   1899.     (No.   209.)

flf.   ?   ad.     Arriro,   „          19   February,   1899.     (No.   347.)

e.     c?   ad,      Bilo,   „          10   March,   1899,      (No.   390.)
Iris   brown;   bill   and   legs   black,
C.   scioana   Salvad.   cannot   be   maintained,

82,   ZOSTEROPS   ABY'SSINICA.

,      Zosterops   abyssinica    Guer.  ;   Gadow,   Cat,   B,   Brit,   Mus.

ix.   p.   168   (1884);   Hawker,   Ibis,   1899,   p.   (\7  .

a.     ?   .        Laga     llardim,     Abyssinia,      14     January.      1899,
(No.   182.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   dark.
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[This   active   little   bird   swarms   all   over   the   thick   woods

of   the   Abyssinian   valleys.   Like   Zosterops   poliogaster,   it   is

widely   distributed   throughout   the   low   country.  —  L.]

83.   ZOSTEKOPS   POLIOGASTER.

Zosterops   poliofjaster   Heugl.  ;   Gadow,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

ix.   p.   169   (1881)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.   p.   141

(1884),   &   xxvi.   p.   249   (1888).
a.   S   .      Warabili,   Abyssinia,   3   January,   1899.       (No.   101.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   black   ;    legs   dark.
[A   very   common   bird.   The   telephone-  wire,   along   which

one   inarches   for   200   weary   miles   to   Addis   Abbeba,   seems   to   be

a   cause   of   great   destruction   to   this   beautiful   little   Silver-eye,

and   many   specimens   were   brought   in   by   our   raule-men   in

the   hope   of   receiving   the   dollar   reward   given   for   a   new

bird.—  L.]

84.   Parus   leucomelas.

Parus   leucomelas   Biipp.   Neue   Wirbelth.,   Vog.   p.   100,

pi.   37.   fig.   2   (1835).
Parus   niger   \a.   northern   race]   Gadow,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

viii.   p.   7   (1883).
Melaniparus   leucomelas,   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.

p.   243(1888).
a.   S-   Telagubaie,   Abyssinia,   17   February,   1899.

(No.   327   )
Iris   brown   ;   bill   black  ;   legs   dark   slate-colour.

85.   Parus   leuconotus.

Painis   leuconotus   Guer.  ;   Gadow,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   viii.

p.   10   (1883).
Melaniparus   leuconotus   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.

p.   137   (1881),   &   xxvi.   p.   243   (1888).
a.    ?   .      Burka,   Abyssinia,   6   January,   1899.      (No.   120.)

Iris   brown  ;   bill   and   legs   black.

86.   ^GITHALUS   MUSCULUS.

jEgithalus   musculus,   Hartl.   J.   f.   O.   1882,   p.   326   [Lado]   ;

Sharpe,   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   476.

SER.   VII.  —  VOL.   VI.   L
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Anthoscopiis   muscidus,   Hawker,   Ibis,   1899,   p.   68   [Somali-

land]  .
a.    Ad.     Hawash,   Abyssinia,   16   January,   1899.      (No.   210.)

Iris   light   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

This   is   another   instance   of   a   species   of   Equatorial   Africa

which   extends   its   range   into   Abyssinia   and   Somaliland,

where   it   had   been   previously   met   with   by   Mr.   Hawker.

87.   Telophonus   blanfordi   (Sharpe)  ;   Gadow,   Cat.   B.

Brit.   Mus.   viii.   p.   127   (1883)  ;   Sharpe,   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   479.

a,   b.   ^   ad.   Laga   Hardim,   Abyssinia,   14   January,   1899.

(Nos.   180,   187.)

c.   ?   .   Laga   Hardim,   Abyssinia,   15   January,   1899.

(No.   196.)
d.   Philwaha,   Abyssinia,   16   February,   1899.      (No.   316.)

e.   S-      Gelongol,   Abyssinia,   13   March,   1899.      (No.   418.)

a,   c.   Iris   brown,   with   5   white   spots   round   pupil;   bill

black   ;   legs   light   slate-colour.

b,   d.   Iris   brown,   with   7   white   spots   round   pupil  ;   bill

black   ;   legs   light   slate-colour.

e.   Iris   brown,   with   3   white   spots   round   pupil  ;   bill   black   ;

legs   slate-colour.
[The   number   of   spots   round   the   pupil   varies   from   3   to   7

in   different   individuals.  —  L.]

88.   Telophonus   minutus.

Telophonus   minutus   Hartl.  ;   Gadow,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

viii.   p.   128   (1883).
a.   ?   .      Gelongol,   Abyssinia,   13   March,   1899.      (No.   407.)

b.   S   ■      Mendi,   Abyssinia,   6   April,   1899.      (No.   477.)

c.   ?   imm.     Mendi,   Abyssinia,   19   April,   1899.      (No.   485.)

a.   Iris   brickdust-rcd   ;   bill   dark   ;   legs   slate-colour.

b.   Iris   pale   brickdust-red  ;   bill   black   ;   legs   dark.

c.   Iris   light   brickdust-red  ;   bill   dark  ;   legs   light   slate-
colour.

The   occurrence   of   this   species   in   South-western   Abyssinia

extends   the   known   range   about   700   miles   in   a   north-easterly
direction.

[This   bird   was   most   common   in   the   high   grass   and   bamboo

of   the   Dabous   valley.  —  L.]
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89.   Dryoscopus   funebris.

Dryoscopus   funebris   Hartl.  ;   Gaclow^   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

viii.   p.   133   (1883)   ;   Sharpe,   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   478;   I^ort

Phillips,   Ibis,   1898,   p.   406   [N.   Somaliland]  .

a.   Ad.   Ketchen   Waha,   Abyssinia,   16   January,   1899.

(No.   202.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[Like   the   rest   of   the   Bush  -Shrikes,   this   bird   is   seldom   seen.

It   was   never   observed   west   of   Addis   Abbeba.  —  L.]

90.   Dryoscopus   .ethiopicus.

Dryoscopus   athiopicus   (Gm.)   ;   Gadow,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

viii.   p.   139   (1883);   Sharpe,   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   478;   Lort

Phillips,   Ibis,   1898,   p.   405   [N.   Somaliland]   ;   Hawker,   Ibis,

1899,   p.   69.

a.   ^  .   Lake   Chercher,   Abyssinia,   12   January,   1899.

(No.   176.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   black   ;   legs   dark   slate-colour.

[The   note   of   this   bird   meets   the   Abyssinian   traveller's

ears   every   day.   The   double   call-note   is   caused   by   the   male

and   the   answering   female,   the   call   and   reply   being   so   rapid

that   unless   one   actually   has   both   birds   in   sight   one   would

hardly   imagine   that   the   reply   of   the   female   could   be   so

instantaneous.   In   addition   to   the   call-note,   the   male

whistles   an   octave   on   a   descending   scale,   and   the   female

utters   the   "   gurr   "   typical   of   the   Shrike   family.   I   am   aware

that   this   explanation   of   the   double   note   of   Dryoscopus   athi-

opicus   is   opposed   to   the   observations   of   Riippell   and   Blan-

ford,   but   I   state   what   I   have   myself   observed.  —  L.]

91.   Dryoscopus   gambensis.

Drt/oscoptis   gambensis   (Licht.)  ;   Gadow,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

viii.   p.   146   (1883)   ;   Sharpe,   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   478.

a.   S   ■      Hado,   Abyssinia,   24   December,   1898.      (No.   22.)

b.   ?   .      Arriro,   Abyssinia,   19   February,   1899.       (No.   348.)

c.   ?   .      Arriro,   Abyssinia,   19   February,   1899.       (No,   349.)

d.   S   •      JNIaritchi,   Abyssinia,   22   March,   1899.      (No.   441.)

e.   Ganti,   Abyssinia,   28   March,   1899.      (No.   457.)

/.   S  .      Mendi,   Abyssinia,   28   April,   1899.      (No.   488.)
Iris   red  ;    bill   black  ;   legs   slate-colour.

[A   bush-haunting   bird.      Very   widely   distributed.  —  L.]
l2
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92.   Laniarius   cruentus.

Laniarius   cruentus   (Hempr.   &Ehr.)   ;   Gadow,   Cat.   B.   Brit.

Mus.   viii.   p.   152   (1883)  ;   Sharpe,   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   477;   Lort

Phillips,   Ibis,   1898,   p.   405   [N.   Somaliland]  ;   Hawker,   Ibis,

1899,   p.   68.
a.   ?   .      Gobeyla,   Somaliland,   11   December,   1898.     (No.   2.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   black   ;   Ipgs   slate-  colour.

b.   ?   .      Hargeisa,   Somaliland,   13   December,   1898.   (No.   3.)

c.   ?   .   Kassim   river,   Abyssinia,   18   January,   1899.

(No.   220.)
[Seen   in   Abyssinia   only   on   the   Hawash   plains.   Like

Lanius   pomeranus,   it   belongs   rather   to   the   burnt-up   foreshore

of   Donkali   and   Somaliland   than   to   the   highlands   of   Abys-

sinia.— L.]

93.   Laniarius   erythrogaster.

Laniarius   erythrogaster   (Rlipp.)   ;   Gadow,   Cat.   B.   Brit.

Mus.   viii.   p.   154   (1883).
a.     ?   .      Famaka,   Blue   Nile,   6   May,   1899.      (No.   497.)

Iris   yellow   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[Very   common   along   the   Blue   Nile,   its   fine   double   note,

with   the   "gurr^^   of   the   female,   peculiarly   harsh   even   for   a

member   of   the   Shrike   family,   at   once   betrays   the   presence

of   this   bird.  —  L.]

94.   NiLAUS   AFER.

Nilaus   afer   (Lath.)  ;   Gadow,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   viii.   p.   169,

pi.   V.   fig.   2   (1883)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.   p.   136

(1884),   &   xxvi.   p.   242   (1888).
a.   S-   Kassim   river,   Abyssinia,   18   January,   1899.

(No.   225.)
b.   S.      Wama,   Abyssinia,   12   March,   1899.      [No.   401.]

a.   Iris   brown  ;   bill   and   legs   black.

b.   Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   dark   slate-colour.

[A   rare   bird,   met   with   only   on   the   two   occasions   when

specimens   were   procured.  —  L.]

95.   Lanius   excubitorius.

Lanius   excubitorius   Des   Murs  ;   Gadow,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus,
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viii.   p.   253   (1883)   ;   Salvad.   Aim.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.   p.   130

(1884),   &   xxvi.   p.   239   (1888).

a,   b.   c^   ad.   Philwaha,   Abyssinia,   16   February,   1899.

(Nos.   321,   322.)

Iris   brown  ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[This   Shrike   was   always   found   in   family   parties   of   from

five   to   ten   in   number.   Though   very   common   locally,   with

the   exception   of   a   solitary   bird   seen   at   the   Didesa   river,   it

was   met   with   only   in   the   Djimma   valley.  —  L.]

96.   Lanius   humeralis.

Lanius   humeralis   Stanley   ;   Gadow,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   viii.

p.   255   (1883)  ;   Sharpe,   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   476.

a,   b.   c?   ?   •   Harrar,   Abyssinia,   27   December,   1898.

(Nos.   40,   46.)

c.   ?   .   Gadaburka,   Abyssinia,   21   January,   1899.

(No.   250.)

d.   ?   .   Ticka   Tcheeka,   Abyssinia,   22   February,   1899.

(No.   365.)

e.   c?   imm.   Gitemma,   Ab3^ssinia,   14   March,   1899.

(No.   424.)

/.     ?   imm.     Guatti,   Abyssinia,   27   March,   1899.     (No.   456.)

a,   b,   c,   d,   f.   Iris   brown  ;   bill   and   legs   black.

e.   Iris   brown;   bill   and   legs   dark   slate-colour.

[The   most   widely-distributed   bird   in   Abyssinia   proper.

It   makes     an     open    untidy   nes*:,   usually   containing   about

five   eggs,    of    a     pale   green     colour,     with     brown     spots     at

the   larger   end.      It   was   one   of   the   earliest   birds   to   nest

(March   1st)   .—L.]

97.   Lanius   nubicus.

Lanius   nubicus   Licht.  ;   Gadow,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   viii.

p.   282   (1883).
a.   S  '   Kassim   river,   Abyssinia,   20   January,   1899.

(No.   243.)
Iris   brown  ;   bill   steel-blue   ;   legs   black.

[The   only   example   of   this   Shrike   met   with   during   our

journey   was   the   one   secured   on   the   Kassim   river.  —  L.]
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98.   Lanius   pomeranus.

Lanius   anricuJatus   P.   L.   S.   Miiller  ;   Gadow^   Cat.   B.   Brit.

Mus.   viii.   p.   283   (1883).
Lanins   pomeranus   Hawker,   Ibis,   1899,   p.   68   [Soraalilaiul].

a.   ?   .   Gadaburka,   Abyssiuia,   21   January,   1899.

(No.   251.)
Iris,   bill,   and   legs   brown.

[The   Woodebat-Slirike   was   met   with   in   Abyssinia   only   on

the   Hawash   plain,   though   Ave   had   come   across   it   in   Western

Somaliland   ;   it   was   never   seen   at   any   great   elevation.  —  L.]

99.   Bradyornis   pallidus.

Bradyornis   pallidus   (Miiller)   ;   Sliarpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

iii.   p.   310   (1877).

a.     <$   .      Arriro,   Abyssinia,   18   February,   1899.      (No.   340.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

This   species   was   originally   described   by   Miiller   from

Abyssinia   and   Kordofan.   The   male   collected   at   Arriro

agrees   perfectly   with   the   original   description   and   with

examples   in   the   British   jMuseum   from   Bogos-land   (Esler),

having   the   wing   3*75   and   the   tail   3"3   irches   in   length,

while   the   under   wing-coverts,   axiJlaries,   inner   margins   of

the   quills,   vent,   and   under   tail-coverts   are   of   the   same   pale
vinaceous   red.

Birds   from   Lamu,   Mombasa,   and   Dar-es-Salaam,   as   well

as   those   from   Gosa   and   Langomeri,   in   Equatorial   Africa

{Emin),   also   apparently   belong   to   this   species,   but   are   some-

what  smaller,   as   shown   by   tlie   measurements   of   both   the

wing   and   tail.   A   male   has   the   wing   33,   tail   2'6   inches  ;

two   females   measure,   wing   3*1,   tail   2*7   inches.

A   number   of   birds   from   Zoraba,   British   Central   Africa,

and   other   localities   have   been   included   in   B.   pallidus,   but

this   identification   does   not   appear   to   be   quite   satisfactory.

100.   Bradyornis   chocolatinus.

Curruca   chocolatina   Riipp.   Syst.   Uebers.   p.   37,   pi.   xiv.

(1845)   [immature]  .

Muscicapa   chocolatina   Riipp,   Syst.   Uebers.   p.   49,   pi.   xx.

(1845)   [adult].
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Bradyornis   chocolatina   (Riipp.);   Sharpe^   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

iii.   p.   311   (1877)   ;     Hartert,   Kat.   Mus.   Senck.   p.   97   (1891).

Lioptilus   chocolatinus   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.

p.   127   (1881),   &   xxvi.   p.   237   (1888).

a.     (^  .      Jumjum,   Abyssinia,   4   March,   1899.      (No.   378.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   slate-colour   ;   legs   black.

101.   Mel.enornis   schistacea.

Melcenornis   schistacea   Sharpe,   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   481.

a.     ?.      Harrar,   Abyssinia,   27   December,   1898.       (No,   42.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   anrl   legs   black.

This   species   was   first   obtained   by   Dr.   Donaldson   Smith

in   the   Darro   Mountains,   near   the   Shebeli   river.   The   Harrar

bird   extends   the   known   range   of   this   species   more   than   300
miles   further   north.

102.   Prionops   poliocephalus.

Prionops   poliocejjha/us   (Stanley)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.

Mus.   iii.   p.   321   (1877)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.

p.   136   (1884).

a.   c?   •   Beni   Schongul,   Abyssinia,   3   May,   1899.

(No.   493.)

Iris   yellow;   bill   black;   legs   yellow.

[Seen   in   small   flocks   in   the   valley   of   the   Blue   Nile.  —  L.]

103.   Sylvia   atricapilla.

Sylvia   atricapilla   (Linn.)   ;   Seebohm,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   v.

p.   23   (1881).
a.     $   .      Hirna,   Abyssinia,   8   January,   1899.      (No.   139.)

Iris   brown;   bill   black   ;    legs   dusky.

Evidently   a   winter   visitor,   but   its   occurrence   so   far   south

is   worthy   of   note.
[Inhabits   dense   bush,   where   it   is   difficult   to   approach   and

rarely   seen   or   heard.  —  L.]

104.   ACROCEPHALUS   PHRAGMITIS.

Acrocephalus   phragmiiis   (Bechst.)  ;   Seebohm,   Cat.   B.   Brit.

Mus.   V.   p.   91   (1881).
a.   ?   .   Lake   Harrar   Meyer,   Abyssinia,   1   January,   1899.

(No.   72.)
Iris   brown;   biU   dark;   legs   sage-green.
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105.   Phylloscopus   trochilus.

Phylloscopus   trochilus   (Linn.)   ;   Seebohm,   Cat.   B.   Brit.

Mus.   V.   p.   56   (1881)  ;   Sharpe,   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   481.

a.   Ganti,   Abyssinia,   28   Marcb,   1899.      (No.   461.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   ligbt;    legs   dark.

[The   Willow-Warbler   was   once   seen,   and   then   only   a

single   specimen.  —  L.]

106.   Phylloscopus   rufus.

Fhylloscopus   riifus   (Bechst.)   ;   Seebohra,   Cat   B.   Brit.   Mus.

V.   p.   60   (1881)  ;   Lort   Phillips,   Ibis,   1898,   p.   408   [N.   Somali-

land]  .
a.   S-      Cbelunco,   Abyssinia,   4   January,   1899.       (No.   109.)

b.   ?.      Baroma,   Abyssinia,   10   January,   1899.       (No.   14'3.)

a.    fris   browu   ;   bill   and   legs   dark.

h.   Iris   light   hazel  ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[The   ChifFchaff   was   very   common   in   all   the   wooded   valleys

of   Abyssinia.  —  L.]

107.     LUSCINIOLA   ABYSSINICA.

Lusciniola   ahyssinica   Weld-Blundell   &   Lovat,   Bull.   B.   O.   C.

vol.   X.   p.   xix   (1899).
a.   S-   Lake   Cliercher,   Abyssinia,   12   January^   1899.

(No.   165.)      [Type   of   the   species.']

Though   allied   to   L.   thoracica   (Blyth)   and   L.   mandeUii

(Brooks),   this   Grasshopper-  Warbler   may   be   at   once   dis-
tinguished by  having  the  upper  parts  of  a  darker  and  richer

brown,   tinged   with   rufous   on   the   lower   back   and   rump.

The   buff-coloured   chest   is   separated   from   the   white   of   tlie

throat   by   a   fairly   well-marked   band   of   blackish   spots,   the
sides   of   the   body   and   flanks   are   dull   rusty   brown,   and   the
under   tail-coverts   uniform   dull   rust-colour.   The   first

primary-quill   is   two   thirds   of   the   length   of   the   second,
which   is   about   equal   to   the   tenth  ;   the   fourth,   fifth,   and

sixth   are   subequal   and   longest.   Iris   brown   ;   upper   mandible

and   the   extremity   of   the   lower   blackish   horn,   the   rest   of   the
under   mandible   whitish.   Total   length   about   6*0   inches,

culmen   065,   wing   2'1,   tail   2'4,   tarsus   0*8.
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108.   Parisoma   galinieri.

Parisoma   galinieri   Gucr.   Rev.   Zool.   18i3,   p.   162   [Abys-
sinia].

Parisoma   frontale   Riipp.   Syst.   Uebers.   p.   43^   pi.   xxii.

(1845)   [ShoaJ.

Lioptilus   (/alinieri   (Giu't.)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.

xxi.   p.   126   (1881),   &   xxvi.   p.   236   (1888).

a.   (^  .      Chelimco,   Abyssinia,   4   January,   1899.       (No.   107.)

b.   ?.      Baroma,   Abyssinia,   10   January,   1899.       (No.   146.)

a.   Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

b.   Iris   reddish   brown   ;   bill   black   ;   legs   dark   brown.

Tliere   is   apparently   no   reason   for   placing   this   species   in

the   genus   Lioptilus.   In   structure   it   agrees   well   with   P.   sub-

cceruleum,   the   type   of   the   genus   Parisoma  ;   it   also   resembles

that   species   in   its   style   of   plumage   and   coloration.

109.   Parisoma   lugens.

Sijlvia   {Curruca)   lugens   Riipp.   Neue   Wirbelth.,   Vog.   p.   113,

pi.   41.   lis;.   2   (1835)   ;   Hartert,   Kat.   Mus.   Senckenb.   p.   14

(1891)   [nee   Sharpe,   Ibis,   1891,   p.   444,   footnote,   &   1892,

p.   302].

a.   S-     Gitemma,   Abyssinia,   14   March,   1899.      [No.   425.]

b.   S   •     Lekamte,   Abyssinia,   16   March,   1899.      [No.   430.]
Iris   brown  ;   bill   and   legs   black.

Now   that   we   have   the   opportunity   of   examining   authentic

examples   of   this   rare   Warbler,   hitherto   kuoAvn   only   from

Riippell's   type   in   the   Frankfort   Museum,   it   is   evident   that

the   birds   collected   by   Mr.   F.   J.   Jackson   in   British   East

Africa   belong   to   a   distinct   species.

Since   Dr.   Sharpe   identified   the   skin   of   a   single   male

from   Mount   Elgon   with   Sylvia   lugens   Riipp.,   Mr.   Jackson

has   sent   home   a   number   of   additional   examples   of   both

sexes.   A   comparison   of   the   series   now   available   shows   that

the   Elgon   and   Nandi   birds   differ   constantly   from   typical

examples   of   Parisoma   lugens,   the   top   of   the   head   being
brown   and   uniform   in   colour   with   the   back,   whereas   in   the

latter   species   the   crown   is   deep   brownish   black,   shading
gradually   into   brown   on   the   upper   parts.
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Dr.   Sharpe   now   proposes   to   call   the   East-  African   bird

Parisoma   jachsoni   [see   Bull.   B.   O,   C.   vol.   x.   p.   xxviii

(1899)].

Sylvia   blanfurdi   Scebolim   is   closely   allied   to   this   species,

and   should   be   transferred   to   the   genus   Parisoma,   the

long,   well-developed,   first   priraary-quill   distinguishing   it

from   the   genus   Sylvia.

This   species   is   new   to   the   British   ]\Iuseum   Collection.

[Thougli   plentiful   locally   about   Gitemma   and   Bilo,   in

Upper   Lika,   this   Warbler   did   not   appear   to   have   a   wide

range.   It   has   a   pleasant   note,   and   altogether   has   a   ratiier

superficial   resemblance   to   a   "   pocket   edition   "   of   the

Bulbul—  L.]

110.   Sylviella   micrura.

Troglodytes   micrurus   Riipp.   Neuc   Wirbelth.,   Vog.   p.   109,

pi.   41.   fig.   2   (1835).

Oligura   micrura   Riipp.   Syst.   Uebers.   p.   56   (184'5)   ;   Bonap.

Consp.   Av.   i.   p.   257   (1850)   ;   Heugl.   Syst.   Uebers.   p.   21

(1856j   ;   id.   Ibis,   1859,   p.   340.

Oligocercus   microurus   Cab.   J.   f.   O.   1853,   p.   109   [part].

Oli</ocercus   micrurus   Heugl.   Ibis,   1869,   p.   141   [part   :
Bogos-land,   Abyssinia,   Coast   of   the   Red   Sea,   southward   to

Tedjura]   ;   Blanf.   Geol.   &   Zool.   Abyss,   p.   376   (1870)   [below

Senafe   and   Anseba   Valley].

Oligocercus   rufescens   Heugl.   (nee   Vieill.)   Orn.   N.O.-Afr.

i.   p.   2   :6   (1869)   ;   Fiusch,   Trans.   Zool.   Soc.   vii.   p.   230   (1870)   ;

Finsch   &   Hartl.   Vug.   Ost-Afr.   p.   227   (1870).

Sylviella   leucopsis   Reichen.   Orn.   Centralbl.   1879,   p.   114

[Kibaradja];   Reich.   &   Schalow,   J.   f.   O.   1879,   p.   328;

Fischer   &   Reich.   J.   f.   O.   1879,   p.   355   [Malindi].

Sylviella   micrura   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   vii.   p.   154

(1883)   [part,   specimens   </   &   e]   ;   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   482

[Fehja,   W.   Somaliland]   ;   Lort   Phillips,   Ibis,   1898,   p.   409

[N.   Somaliland]   ;    Hawker,   Ibis,   1899,   p.   70.

a.   ^  .   Feyambiro,   Abyssinia,   25   December,   1898.

(No.   31.)

Iris   light   brown  ;   bill   dusky   ;   legs   brown.
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111.   Sylviella   brachyura.

Sylvietta   brachyura   Lafr.   llev.   Zool.   1839,   p.   258   [Sene-

gambia^]   ;   Des   Murs,   in   Lefebvre,   Voy.   en   Abyss.,   Zool.

p.   89   (1845).

Sylvietta   brevicauda   Des   Murs,   in   Lefebvre,   Voy.   en

Abyss,   pi.   6   (1845).

Oligura   brachyptera   Bonap.   Consp.   Av.   i.   p.   257   (1850)

[Sennaar   *]  .

Oligocercus   microurus   Cab.   J.   f.   O.   1853,   p.   109   [part].

Oligocercus   micrurus   Heugl.   Ibis,   1869,   p.   141   [part  :

Sennaar,   S.   Nnbia,   Taka,   White   Nile,   Kordofan].

Oligocercus   rufescens   Hartl.   Abb.   uat.   Ver.   Bremen,   vii.

p.   92   (1880)   [Lado]  .

Sylviella   micrura   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   vii.   p.   154

(1883)    [part,   specimens   a,   6,   c].

a.     ^.      Maritclii,   Abyssinia,   22   March,   1899.      (No.   412.)

Iris   light   brown;   bill   dark   brown   j   legs   brown.

In   the   '   Catalogue   of   Birds,"   Troglodgtes   micrurus   Riipp,

and   Sylvietta   brachyura   Lafr.   are   united   as   belonging   to   one

and   the   same   species,   but   with   the   material   now   available   we

are   in   a   position   to   point   out   that   this   is   not   the   case.   The

white-eyebrowed,   white-throated   bird   with   a   shorter,   stouter,

bill   {S.   micrura   (Riipp.))   is   found   in   Somaliland,   Eastern

Abyssinia,   as   far   north   as   Bogos-land,   and   as   far   south   as

Kibaradja   and   Malindi   on   the   coast   of   East   Africa.

S.   brachyura   Lafr.,   which   has   the   superciliary   stripes   and

throat   uniform   rust-colour,   and   the   bill   longer   and   more

slender,   ranges   from   Equatorial   Africa,   through   Kordofan,

Sennaar,   and   S.   Nubia   to   the   Anseba   valley,   Bogos-land,

and   Western   Abyssinia.

It   is   probably   by   accident   that   Laf   resnaye   gave   the   locality

of   this   species   as   Senegambia,   for   Bonaparte   subsequently

corrected   it   to   Sennaar.   The   synonymy   of   the   two   species

should   stand   as   given   above.

There   can   be   no   doubt   that   S.   jacksoni   Sharpe,   from

Kavirondo,     is     synonymous     with     S.     whytii     Shelley     from

*   Bonaparte   gives   the   locality   as   "   Senuaar  "  ;   this   is   no   doubt
correct.
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Zomba,   tlie   latter   name   having   priority;   and   it   is^   in   our

opinion,   somewhat   doubtful   whether   ^S^.   pallida   Alexander

(sec   above,   p.   75)   is   really   distinct   from   this   species,   and

whether   the   pale   colouring   of   the   superciliary   stripes,   sides

of   the   face,   and   underparts   may   not   be   merely   due   to   wear.

The   bill   is,   however,   black   in   S.   pallida   and   rather   stronger,

while   in   S.   whytii   it   is   brownish   horn-colour.

Two   small   birds   from   Manda   Island   [the   same   individuals

to   which   Mr.   Alexander   has   referred   as   typical   examples   of

S.   leucopsis   Reich,   (Bull.   B.   O.   C.   viii.   p.   xlviii,   1899)]   prove

to   belong   to   a   distinct   species,   which   I   propose   to   call

Sylviella   minima,   sp.   n.*

Adult   male   and   female.   Easily   distinguished   from   the

allied   forms   S.   whytii   and   S.   isabellina   by   having   the   upper

parts   pale   grey,   tinged   with   olive,   especially   on   the   rump

and   upper   tail-coverts.   Total   length   about   3*2   inches  ;

culmenO-55;   wing,   J^   2'\,    ?   2-0;   tail   0-9;   tarsus   0-7.

Hab.   Manda   Island,   British   East   Africa   [F.   J.   Jackson).
\_Ti/pes   of   the   species.'\

S.   baraha   Sharpe   appears   to   be   founded   on   immature

examples   of   S.   virens   (Cass.).

As   some   of   the   species   of   the   genus   Sylviella   have   been

much   confused,   1   append   a   Key  :  —

Key   to   the   Species   f.

A.   Crown   grey   like   tlie   upper   parts  ;     in   S.   minima   the
upper  parts  are  slightly  washed  with  olive.

a.   Middle    of   the    breast   and   belly   white,   contrasting
rather   sharply   with    the    rufous-cinnamou    of   the
upper  breast,  sides,  and  flanks.

«\  Superciliar}'  stripe,  cheeks,  and  throat  white ;  a  well-
marked  black  band  from  the  base  of   the  bill   to
the  eye  ;  culmen  shorter  and  stouter,  0'48  inch  .  .     micrura.

b^.   Superciliary   stripe,   cheeks,   chin,   and   throat   cin-
namon-rufous ;  bill  longer  and  more  slender,  0-58

inch  brachyura.

*  See  Alexander,  above,  p.  75,  PI.  I.  fig.  2.
t   Sylviella   rnjiymis   Ileich.   J.   f.   0.  1887,   p.   125,   from  the  Upper  Congo,

has  not  been  examined  and  is  not  included  in  the  Key.



from   Somaliland   and   Southern   Abyssinia.   157

h.  Middle  of  the  breast  and  belly  cinnamon-rufous  like  the
sides,  or  if  paler,  as  is  sometimes  the  case  in  faded
examples,  not  contrasting  with  the  sides  and  flanks.

c^   Back    and   upper   parts   grey,   without   any   tinge   of
olive.

a-.   A   marked   blackish   band   from   the   base   of   the
bill   passing   through  the   eye,   dividing   the   pale
buft"   well-marked   superciliary   stripe   from    the
cheeks  and  ear-coverts    of   the    same   colour :
larger   wing   2"4-2"5   inches,   culmen   0'7      rufescens.

h"^.  No  dark  band  from  the  base  of  the  bill  through
the  eye.

fl^.  Culmen  not  exceeding  O'oo  inch  in  length.
«*•   Superciliary   stripe,   cheeks,   and   ear-coverts

rufous  -  cinnamon  ;      bill      pale    brownish
horn  wlnjtii.

b^.   Superciliary   stripe,   cheeks,     and   ear-coverts
whitish   ;   bill   black  pallida,

h^.  Culmen    Ov    inch   in    length ;    very    indistinct
superciliary     stripe,    cheeks,    and     ear-coverts
whitish  isabellina.

d}.   Rack  and  upper  parts   pale  grey  tinged  with  olive,
especially   on   the   rump   and   upper   tail-coverts  ;
superciliary   stripe,   cheeks,   and  sides   of   face   pale
cinnamon-rufous  like  the  rest  of  the  underparts  :
culmen   0'5o   inch,   wing   2'0-21  minima.

B.   Crown   and   sides   of   the   head   chestnut  ;   rest   of   upper
parts   grey  rufimpilla.

C.   Crown     brown   or   reddish   brown,   rest   of   upper   parts
olive-green  or   dull   olive-green.

c.   A   wide   white   superciliary   stripe   ;   chest   grey   ;   under
tail-coverts   yellow  leticopJiri/s.

d.   Superciliary   stripe   narrow,   pale   rufous   white   ;   chest
reddish   brown   ;   under   tail-coverts   white  virens.

e.   Superciliary   stripe   brownish   white  ;   breast   and   belly
yellow   ;   under   tail-coverts   white.

e^.   Sides   and   flanks   olive-green  Jtaciveiitris
/I.   Sides   pure   white   ;   flanks   ashy     stampflii.

112.   Camaroptera   brevicaudata.

Camaroptera   brevicaudata   (Cretzsch.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.
Brit.   Mus.   vii.   p.   168   (1883)  ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.

xxi.   p.   144   (1884)   ;   Lort   Phillips,   Ibis,   1898,   p.   409

[N.   Somaliland],
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a.   ?   .      Hirna,   Abyssinia,   8   January,   1899       (No.   138.)

b.   (^  .   Kassim   river,   Abyssinia,   20   January,   1899.

(No.   244.)
a.   Iris   liglit   hazel  ;   bill   dusky   ;   legs   light.

b.   Iris   hazel;   bill   black   ;   legs   brown.

113.   Okthotomus   major.

Orthotomus   major   AVeld-Blundell   &   Lovat,   Bull.   B.   O.   C.

vol.   X.   p.   XX   (1899).
a.   c?   .   Gitemraa,   Abyssinia,   14   March,   1899.   (No.   4.20.)

\Type   of   the   species.']
Though   allied   to   0.   enjthroptei'us   (Jardine),   this   Tailor-

bird   may   be   readily   recognized   by   its   much   larger   size   and

by   the   colour   of   the   bill,   which   is   light   horu-colour   instead
of   black.   It   has,   moreover,   the   forehead   and   top   of   the

head   vinous   red,   while   the   chest   and   rest   of   the   underparts

are   much   paler,   being   white,   washed   with   very   pale   cinnamon,

especially   on   the   belly,   thighs,   and   under   tail-coverts.   Iris

light   hazel   ;   bill   and   legs   light   horn-colour.   Total   length
about   6*4   inches,   culmen   0   8,   wing   2*5,   tail   2*7,   tarsus   0-92.

[I   only   once   saw   this   bird   with   a   companion   identical   in

shape   and   size;   it   was   feeding   halfway   up   some   very   high

grass   close   to   our   camp.   After   shooting   and   failing   to   find

it   during   half   an   hour's   search,   I   returned   to   camp   to   obtain
the   assistance   of   some   of   our   men.   The   offer   of   a   dollar

had   the   required   effect.  —  L.]

114.   Prinia   murixa.

Prima   mystacea   Riipp.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   vii.

p.   191   (1883)   [part].
Prinia   murina   (Heugl.)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Genov.

xxi.   p.   145   (1884),   &   xxvi.   p.   252   (1888).
a.   S   •      Hado,   Abyssinia,   24   December,   1898.      (No.   27.)

b.   S'      Chelunco,   Abyssinia,   4   January,   1899.      (No.   110.)

c.   S  '   Laga   Hardim,   Abyssinia,   14   January,   1899.

(No.   184.)
d.   (?.     Philwaha,   Abyssinia,   16   February,   1899.   (No.   317.)

e.   ?.      Konduro,   Abyssinia,   25   March,   1899.      (No.   451.)

a.   Iris   light   brown  ;   bill   and   legs   brown.
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b.   Iris   light   brown  ;   bill   and   legs   black.

c,   d,   e.   Iris   light   hazel  ;   bill   dark   ;   legs   light.

[A   common   bird,   and   easily   distinguished   by   its   cocked-

up   tail   and   jerky   flight.  —  L.]

115.     CiSTICOLA   TERRESTRIS.

Cisticola   terrestris   (Smith);   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mns.   vii.

p.   266   (1883)   ;   Hawker,   Ibis,   1899,   p.   71   [Somaliland].

Hemipteryx   terrestris   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.

p.   255   (1888).

a.   ^   .   Jig   Jegga,   Abyssinia,   23   December,   1898.     (No.   21.)

b.   Kassim   river,   Abyssinia,   18   January,   1899.     (No.   221.)

c.   ?   .   Kombolsha,   Abyssinia,   15   February,   1899.

(No.   314.)

d.   Golba,   Abyssinia,   25   February,   1899.      (No.   373.)

Iris   light   brown  ;   bill   dark   brown  ;   legs   light   brown.

a.     ^.      Wing   2*1   inches.

c.     ?   .      Wing   1*9   inch.

[This   species   favours   the   open   plain,   and   is   almost

invariably   to   be   seen   running   on   the   ground.  —  L.]

116.   Cisticola   cinereola.

Cisticola   cinereola   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.   p.   254

(1888)   [Shoa].

?   Cisticola   somalica   Sr   arpe,   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   j).   483   [Western

Somaliland]  .

a.   ^   .     Hawash,   Abyssinia,   16   January,   1899.      [No.   205.]

b.   S-   „   „   17   January,   1899.      [No.   216.]

Iris   light   brown;   bill   dusky;   legs   light.

Two   males   in   the   collection   undoubtedly   belong   to   this

species.   They   agree   perfectly   with   Salvadori's   description

of   the   female   type,   but,   as   one   might   expect,   are   somewhat

larger.

a.   Wing   2'55   inches,   tail   2*25.

b.   „      2-5          „         „     2-15.

Salvadori^s   female   type   from   Farre,   Shoa,   measures   :  —

wing   2*24   inches,   tail   1*92.

C.   somalica   Sharpe,   from   Mimie   and   Ehrer   in   Western

Somaliland,   is   almost   certainly   identical   with   the   present   bird.
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It   differs   only   in   liaving   the   bnff   on   tlie   nnderparts   more

prononnced;   and   this   difference   is   probably   seasonal,   for

the   types   of   C.   somaUca   were   colleeted   in   July   and   August,

while   the   type   of   C.   cinereola   was   obtained   in   February,   and

the   birds   before   us,   which   exactly   resemble   the   latter,   are

dated   16th   aud   17th   January.

[This   Grass-Warbler   is   more   like   a   Pipit   in   its   habits

than   the   rest   of   the   species   of   Cisticola,   spending   much   of

its   time   on   the   ground.   It   was   met   with   only   on   the   dry

Hawash   plain.  —  L.]

117.   Cisticola   ekythkogexvs.

Cisticola   erythrogenys   (Riipp.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

vii.   p.   275   (1883).      [Female.]

Cisticola   robusta   Riipp.   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   ]\Ius.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.

p.   146   (1881),   &   xxvi.   p.   252   (1888).       [Male.]

a.   S   ■      Dci'i'u,   Abyssinia,   5   January,   1899.      (No.   117.)
h.    ?   .      Burka,   Abyssinia,   6   January,   1899.       (No.   124.)

c.   S.      Gedda,   Abyssinia,   1   February,   1899.       (No.   283.)

d.   S   .      Lekamte,   Abyssinia,   16   March,   1899.      (No.   429.)

a,   b,   c.   Iris   brown   ;     bill   dark   brown   ;   legs   light   brown.

d.   Iris   light   hazel;   ])ill   dark;   legs   light.

The   males   of   this   species   are,   as   is   usual   with   members   of

this   genus,   very   much   larger   than   the   females.

a.   S-      "Wing   3"0   inches,   tail   1*1.

6.    ?   .          „      2-5        „          „    1-1.

c.   S.          „      30        „          „     1-2.

d.  Q  .          ,,      '^' J        })         }i    ^  ^'
Specimen   d   differs   from   a   and   c   in   liaving   the   lower   back

and   rump   almost   uniform   black.

[A   very   common   species   throughout   Abyssinia.   I   shot   one
at   Derru   out   of   a   flock   of   Quelea   athiopica,   apparently   feeding

•on   the   dhurra-stalks  ;   but   the   contents   of   the   bird's   crop   Avere

unfortunately   not   noted.  —  L.]

118.   Cisticola   lugubris.

Cisticola   lugubris   (Riii^p.);   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   vii.

p.   280   (1883)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.   p.   149

(1884),   &   xxvi.   p.   253   (1888).



from   Somaliland   and   Southern   Abyssinia.   161

a.   ?.      Baroraa,   Abyssinia,   10   January,   1899.      (No.   142.)

b.   ($   .      Cherchcr,   Abyssinia,   12   January,   1899.     (No.   171.)

c.   S   ■      Kosso,   Abyssinia,   8   February,   1899.      (No.   303.)

Iris   light   hazel  ;    bill   dark   ;   legs   light.

a.   ?   .      Wing   2-15   inches,   tail   089.

b.   <^.         „        2-5         „          „     0-95.

c.   S.         „        2-5        „          „      0-9.

[One   of   the   commonest   species   o£   Cisticola   along   our

route,   and   always   met   with   in   high   grass.  —  L.]

119.   Cisticola   lovati,   sp.   n.

Adult   male.   Most   nearly   allied   to   G.   hunteri   Shelley,

from   Kilimanjaro,   having   the   same   dark   upper   parts   and   the

peculiar   smoke-coloured   underparts.   It   maj^,   however,   be

at   once   distinguished   by   having   a   clear   buff   superciliary

stripe,   the   thighs   and   under   tail-  coverts   pale   whitish   buff,

and   the   tips   of   the   tail-feathers,   especially   the   outer   pairs,

whitish   buff.   In   the   types   of   C.   hunteri   the   thighs   are

rust-red,   the   under   tail-coverts   dark   smoky   grey,   and   the   tips

of   the   tail-feathers   dark   brownish   grey,   like   the   basal   portion.

Iris   light   hazel  ;   bill   dark  ;   legs   light   brown.   Total   length

5'5   inches,   culmen   0'6,   wing   2*15,   tail   2*25,   tarsus   TO.

a.   ^.   Burka,   Abyssinia,   6   January,   1899.   (No.   119.)

\jrype   of   the   species.^

120.   Cisticola   chiniana.

Cisticola   chiniana   (Smith)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

vii.   p.   283   (1883)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.   p.   149

(1884),   &   xxvi.   p.   253   (1888).

a.   cJ?      Burka,   Abyssinia,   G   January,   1899.       (No.   123.)

b.   S'      Jawaha,Abyssinio,   21   February,   1899.      (No.   357.)

Iris   light   hazel  ;   bill   dark   ;   legs   light   brown.

Specimen   a,   (J?   (no   doubt   a   female),    with   the   wing   2*25

inches,   has   the   dark   markings   on   the   upper   parts   more   washy

and   less   distinct   than   in   any   of   the   large   number   of   speci-

mens  examined;   still   I   think   there   is   little   doubt   that   it

belongs   to   this   species.   In   specimen   b,   ^  ,   the   wing   measures
2'65   inches.

[The   poverty   of   the   collection   in   species   of   Cisticola   must
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he   put   down   first   to   tlic   similarity   of   the   various   forms,

secondly   to   tiie   dearth   of   cartridges,   and   thirdly   to   tlie
collector   being   an   amateur.   I   am   quite   convinced   there   are

many   new   species   of   these   little   Warblers   still   to   be   got   in

Abyssinia,   and   that   a   large   and   carefully   collected   series   of

these   birds   will   yield   most   interesting   results.  —  L.]

121.   CiSTICOLA   SUBRUFICAPILLA.

Cisticola   subruficapilla   (Smith);   Sharpc,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

vii.   p.   283   (1883).
a.   ?   .      Tra,   Abyssinia,   7   January,   1899.       (No.   131.)

b.   S   •      Bilo,   Abyssinia,   10   March,   1899.      (No.   391.)

a.   ?   .      Wing   2*1   inches.

b.   S.      Wing   2"15   inches.

Iris   light   hazel  ;   bill   dark   ;   legs   light.

[Very   common   and   widely   distributed.  —  L.]

122.   Geocichla   simexsis.

Geocichla   simensis   (Riipp.)  ;   Scebohm,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

V.   p.   183   (1881)   ,   Sharpe,   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   48   k

a.   c?.      Warabili,   Abyssinia,   3   January,   1899.     (No.   99.)

b.   J.      Hirna,   Abyssinia,   9   January,   1899.      (No.   140.)

c.   Gedda,   Abyssinia,   1   February,   1899.      (No.   281.)

a.   Iris   brown   ;   upper   mandible   dark,   lower   mandible

yellow;   legs   light.
h.   Iris   broAvn   ;   bill   dark   ;   legs   dark.

c.   Iris   brown  ;   bill   dark   ;   legs   dusky.

[This   Thrush   is   very   common   on   the   open   plains   of   the

high   plateaux.   It   is   also   to   be   found   in   the   valleys,   where

it   perches   in   the   morning   on   the   high   trees,   but   it   is   no   great

songster.  —  L.]

123.   TURDUS   ABYSSINICUS.

Tiirdus   abyssinicus,   Gmel.  ;   Seebohm,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

V.   p.   228   (1881)  ;   Sharpe,   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   485.

a.     S   •   Derru,   Abyssinia,   5   January,   1899.       (No.   116.)

Iris   brown  ;   eyelids   orange  ;   bill   orange  ;   legs   deep

yellow.
[Universally   distributed.  —  L.]
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124.   TuRnus   pelios.

Tiirdas   pelios   Bp.;   Seebohm^   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   v.   p.   230

(1881).

a.    ?.     Belli   Schoiigiil,   Abyssiuia,   2   May,   1899.     (No.   489.)

Iris   light   brown  ;    bill   yellow;    legs   light.

[Met   with   only   in   the   valley   of   the   Blue   Nile.  —  L.]

125.   MoXTICOLA   SAXATILIS.

Monticola   saxatilis   (Linn.)   ;   Seebohm,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

V.   p.   314   (1881)  ;   Sharpe,   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   485   ;   Lort

Phillip?,   Ibis,   1898,   p.   410   [N.   Somalilaud]   ;   Hawker,   Ibis,

1899,   p.   72.

a.   ?   imm.     Balti,   Abyssinia,   23   January,   1899.     (No.265.)

b.   S  .   Damai   Damash,   Abyssinia,   23   February,   1899.
(No.   367.)

c.   ?   ad.      Mendi,   Abyssinia,   3   April,   1899.      (No.   472.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[Common   on   the   rocky   slopes   above   7000   feet.  —  L.]

126.   ]\l0NTIC0LA   RUFOCIXEKEUS.

Monticola   ri/focinereus   (Ru[)\i.)  ;   Seebohm,   Cat.   B.   Brit.

Mus.   V.   p.   327   (1881)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xsi.

p.   160   (1884),   &   xxvi.   p.   200   (1888)   ;   Lort   Phillips,   Ibis,

1898,   p.   411   [N.   Somalilaud].

a.   (J  .   Philwaha,   Abyssinia,   10   February,   1899.
(No.   318.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[A   very   common   bird   in   the   Didesa   valley,   but   of   shy
habits.  —  L.]

127.   Cyaxecula   suecica   (Linn.).

Erithacus   cyuneculus   (Wolf)  ;   Seeiiohm,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

V.   p.   311   (1881).

a.   ^   .   Lake   Harrar   !Meyer,   Abyssinia,   2   January,   1899.

(No.   95.)
Iris   brown  ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[This   bird   was   occasionally   met   with   in   the   valleys,   and

apparently   preferred   the   vicinity   of   reeds   and   marsl-.y
ground.  —  L]

M  2



164   Mr.   AV.   R.   Ogilvie   Grant   on   Birds

128.   RUTICILLA      PH(J-;NKUHA.

RuticUla  phceiiicuru   {limn.)   ;   Seebohm,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mas.

V.   p.   336   (1881).
a.   ?   .   Laga   Hardim,   Abyssinia;,   15   January,   1899.

(No.   199.)
b.   S-      G  an  ti,   Abyssinia,   28   March,   1899.      (No.   4G0.)

a.   Iris,   bill,   and   legs   dark   brown.

b.   Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black,

[Widely   distributed.  —  L.]

129.   Mykmecocichla   dubia.

Mijrmecocichla   dubia   Wekl-Blundell   &   Lovat,   Bull.   B.   O.

C.vol.   X.   p.   xxii   (1899).
a.   Fontaly,   Abyssinia,   17   January,   1899.   (No.   213.)

[Type   of   the   species.  '\
This   Mountain-Chat,   which   at   first   sight   closely   resembles

M.   melanura   (Temm.),   proves   to   be   really   a   very   distinct

form,   the   colour   of   the   under   tail-  coverts,   which   are   brownish

black,   edged   with   sandy   buff,   being   unlike   that   of   any   other

member   of   the   genus.   Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

Total   length   about   6-5   inches,   culmen   (imperfect)   about   0*7,

wing   3*15,   tail   2*5,   tarsus   0*9.
[This   bird   was   only   once   seen   at   nightfall   at   Fontaly,   some

ten   miles   from   water.   In   a   flock   of   perhaps   from   12

to   15   individuals,   it   was   making   its   way   parallel   to   our

line   of   march,   perching,   after   short   flights,   alternately   on
rocks   and   bushes.   The   behaviour   of   the   small   flock   was   so

curious,   their   progress   so   slow,   and   their   line   of   march   so

apparently   decided,   that   I   felt   convinced   at   the   time   the   birds

Avere   migrating.  —  L.]

130.   Saxicola   lugubris.

Saxicola   luyubris   Rlipp.  ;   Seebohm,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   v.

p.   365   (1881)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.   p.   161

(1884),   &xxvi.   p.   261   (1888).
a.   S   .      Gerru,   Abyssinia,   6   February,   1899.      (No.   292.)

b.   S   •      Kuntaba,   Abyssinia,   7   February,   1899.      (No.   299.)

c.   S  '   Damai   Damash,   Abyssinia,   23   February,   1899.

(No.   368.)
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Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[This   Chat   was   met   with   only   in   the   earlier   jsart   of   our

journey,   in   the   rocky   gorges   of   the   high   plateau.   In   the

valley   of   the   Didesa   it   was   seen   down   to   a   level   of   3000

feet.—  L.]

131.   Saxicola   leucomela.

Saxicola   leucomela   (Pall.)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.

xxi.   p.   162   (1884),   &   xxvi.   p.   261   (1888).

Saxicola   morio   Hempr.   &   Elir.  ;   Seebohm,   Cat.   B.   Brit.

Mus.   V.   p.   373   (1881)   ;   Lort   Phillips,   Ibis,   1898,   p.   413

[N.   Somaliland]   ;    Hawker,   Ibis,   1899,   p.   72.

a.   ^  .   Lake   Harrar   Meyer,   Abyssinia,   30   December,
1898.      (No.   51.)

b.   ^  .   Laga   Hardim,   Abyssinia,   14   January,   1899.

(No.   179.)

c.   (^  .   Kassim   river,   Abyssinia,   19   January,   1899.

(No.   236.)

d.   ?   .   Jifadensa,   Abyssinia,   22   January,   1899.

(No.   259.)
e.   ?   ,   Borumeda,   Abyssinia,   9   February,   1899.

(No.   306.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

Specimen   a   (30th   Dec.)   has   the   top   of   the   head   earthy

brown,   the   white   nape-feathers   tipped   and   the   black   feathers

of   the   back   widely   edged   with   the   same   colour,   and   the   chin,

throat,   and   sides   of   the   head   fringed   with   buff.

Specimen   b   (14th   Jan.)   has   the   feathers   of   the   crown   and

nape   white,   tipped   with   earthy   brown,   those   of   the   back

narrowly   fringed   with   the   same   colour,   and   hardly   a   trace

of   buff   margins   to   the   feathers   of   the   throat.

Specimen   c   (19th   Jan.)   has   the   top   of   the   head   pure

white,   and   the   back,   chin,   throat,   and   sides   of   the   head

uniform   black  ;   the   breast,   too,   shows   but   slight   trace   of

fulvous,   which   is   conspicuous   in   specimens   a   and   b.

132.   Saxicola   (enanthe.

Saxicola   oenanthe   (Linn.)   ;   Seebohm,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   v.

p.   391   (1881)   ;   Sharpe,   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   486.
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a.     c?   .      Koiidnro,   Abyssinia,   25   Mavcli,   1  899.       (No.   448.)

/>.     c?.      Mendi,   Abyssinia,   1   April,   1899.       (No.   4G8.)

Iris   brown;   bill   and   legs   l)lacl<.

[Seen   at   tbc   village   of   Balti,   at   tlie   Gil)beh   (palace)   at

Addis   Abbeba,   and   in   tlie   nciglibourbood   of   one   or   two

other   villages,   always   in   the   part   most   inhabited.   I   did   not

get   a   chance   of   shooting   one   till   we   reached   Konduro,   -where,

en   March   25th,   they   -were   collecting   into   parties   of   from

four   to   eight   preparatory   to   migration.   Like   tbe   rest   of   the

Chats,   they   were   noticeably   plumper   and   in   better   condition

})revious   to   migration.  —  L.J

133.   SaXICOLA   ISABELLINA.

Saxicola   isabellina   Cretzseh.  ;   Seebolim,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

V.   p.   399   (1881);   Sharpe,   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   485;   Lort

Bhillips,   Ibis,   1898,   p.   412   [N.   Somaliland]   ;   Hawker,   Ibis,

1899,   p.   72.

a.   ^  .   Lake   Harrar   IVIeyer,   Abyssinia,   30   December,

1898.      (No.   47.)

b.   J  .   Ketchen   Waba,   Abyssinia,   IG   January,   1899.
(No.   201.)

Iris   brown  ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[This   Chat   inhabits   the   high   plateaux   and   is   specially

attracted   by   open   sandy   soil,   where   it   is   often   of   a   very   light

colour,   at   times   almost   grey.  —  L.]

134.   Saxicola   bott.t:.

SaxicoJa   bottce   Bonap.  ;   Seebohm,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   v.

p.   401    (1881).

Campicola   bottcB   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.   p.   1G4

(1884),   &   xxvi.   p.   262   (1888).

cJ.      Balti,   Abyssinia,   23   January,   1899.      (No.   2G8.)
Iris   brown  ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[This   Chat   soars   and   sings   on   the   wing   like   a   Sky-Lark.

It   has   a   curious   habit,   when   danger   approaches,   of   drawing

itself   uj)   to   its   full   heigbt,   its   legs   being   unusually   long   for

those   of   a   Saxicola.   It   is   a   bird   of   the   high   plateaux,   but

Avas   seen   in   March   about   tbe   Didesa   valley,   possibly   migrating

north.  —  L.]
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135.   Penthol^a   mel.«na.

Pentholaa   melaena   (Rn\)^.)  ;   Sliarpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mas,
vii.   p.   19   (1883)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.   p.   15i

(1881),   &   xxvi.   p.   257   (1888).

a.     J.      Germ,   Abyssinia,   6   February,   1893.      (N^o.   29^.)
Iris   brown  ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[This   black   Chat   was   seen   only   in   the   rocky   gorges

between   the   4th   and   Gth   of   February,   and   never   met   with

after.  —  L.]

136.   PiNAROCHROA   SORDIDA.

Saxicola   sordida   lliipp.   Neue   Wirbelth.,   Yog.   p.   75,   pi.   20.

fig.   2   (1835).

Pinarochroa   sordida   (Riipp.);   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit   Mus.   vii.

p.   20   (1883)  ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.   p.   154   (1884),

&   xxvi.   p.   257   (1888).

a.   c?.      Balti,   Abyssinia,   23   January,   1899.      (No.   286.)

b.   "j.      Gedda,   Abyssinia,   1   February,   1899.      (Xo.   278.j

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[This   bird   was   confined   to   the   high   plateaux.  —  L.]

137.   Pratincola   rubetra.

Pratincola   rubetra   (Linn.);   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   iv.

p.   179   (1879).
a,     S-      Guatti,   Abyssinia,   27   March,   1899.      (No.   455.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[Seldom   met   with,   and   only   seen   towards   the   Abyssinian-

Soudanese   boundary.  —  L.]

138.   Pratincola   maura.

Pratincola   maura   (Pall.)  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   iv.

p.   188   (1879).
Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

a,b.   (?,(?.   Lake   Harrar  Meyer,   Abyssinia^  30  Becember,

1898,   2   January,   1899.      (Nos.   52,   94.)

c.   $   .   Tra,   Abyssinia,   7   January,   1899.      (No.   136.)

d.   $   .   Baroma,   Abyssinia,   1   January,   1899.       (No.   158.)

e.   ?   .   Laga   Hardim,   Abyssinia,   14   January,   1899.   (No.

190.)
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f>[f-   6iS'   Pliilwalia^   Abyssinia,   IG   February,   1899.

(Nos.   319,   320.)

h.     ?   .      Bilo,   Abyssinia,   10   Marcli,   1899.      (No.   389.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[A   very   common   bird   throughout   our   joiirney.   Like   the
rest   of   its   kind,   this   Chat   was   in   much   plumper   condition   as

March   approached   and   the   migration-time   drew   near,  —  L.]

139.   Pkatincola   albofasciata.

Pratincohi   albofasciata     (Riipp.)   ;     Sharpe,   Cat.    B.    Brit.

Mus.   iv.   p.   3   98   (1879)   ;   Sharpe,   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   487.

a.     S   '      Warabili,   Abyssinia,   3   January,   1899.       (No.   98.)

Z»,     (^   .      Tra,   Abyssinia,   7   January,   1899.       (No.   135.)

c.   ?   .      Akake,   Abyssinia,   23   January,   1899.       (No.   274.)

d.   S   juv.     Gimbi,   Abyssinia,   23   March,   1899.     (No.   444.)

Iris   brown  ;   bill   and   legs   black.

Specimen   a,   a   male,   shot   on   the   3rd   of   January,   has   the

feathers   of   the   breast   widely   margined   with   rusty   red,   and   the

feathers   of   the   crown   and   lower   back   indistinctly   edged   with
the   same   colour.

Specimen   b,   a   male   shot   on   the   7th   of   January,   has   the

rusty   margins   of   the   breast-feathers   nearly   obsolete,   and   the
crown   and   lower   back   are   black.

Specimen   c,   which   is   marked   "   ?   certain,   23rd   Januarj'^,"

is   in   the   plumage   of   a   breeding   male,   the   breast   as   well   as   the

upper   parts   being   uniform   black,   without   a   trace   of   the   rust-

colovired   edgings   to   the   feathers.   Lord   Lovat   assures   me   that

there   can   be   no   doubt   that   this   bird   was   proved   to   be   a   female

by   dissection.

It   may   be   worth   remarking   that   an   undoubted   female   of

Saxicola   montuna   shot   by   myself   on   Sokotra   had   the   chin   and

throat   black,   narrowly   fringed   with   isabelline,   and   was   per-

fectly  similar   in   pkimage   to   numbers   of   males   from   the   same

locality.   It   would   thus   seem   that   among   the   Chats   the
female   sometimes   assumes   the   male   plumage.

[Specimen   c   (No.   274)   was   certainly   a   female.   I   sjieci-

ally   called   Mr.   Harwood's   attention   to   the   fact,   and   noted

the   sex   in   red   ink   in   my   notebook.       There   is,   I    believe,   a
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slight   difteieuce   betiveeii   the   females   of   P.   albofusciata   in

Southern   and   Northern   Abyssinia^   but   lack   of   cartridges

prevented   my   ascertaining   this   for   certain.  —  L.]

140.   COSSYPHA   SEMIRUFA.

Cossypha   semirufa   (Riipp.)  ;   Sharpe^   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   vii.

p.   42   (1883).
Bessornis   semirufa   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.

p.   153   (1884),   &   XXV).   p.   25()   (1888).

a.   $.      CheluncOj   Abyssinia,   4   January,   1899.      (No.   106.)

b.   ^.      Gitemma,   Abyssinia,   14   March,   1899.      (No.   421.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

The   female   (a)   has   the   nape   and   the   upper   part   of   the

mantle   strongly   washed   with   rust-red.   The   male   {b)   has   the

nape   and   upper   mantle   uniform   in   colour   with   the   back.   In

the   latter   specimen   the   tail   is   unusually   short   (2"7   inches),

but   the   dark   middle   pair   of   tail-feathers   are   missing.

141.   Thamnol^a   alboscapulata.

Thamnolaa   alboscapulata   (RiApp.)  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.

Mus.   vii.   p.   50   (1883)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.

p.   156   (1884.)

«.   ?   .   Lake   Harrar   Meyer,   Abyssinia,   30   December,

1898.      (No.   48.)

b.   $   .      Gelongol,   Abyssinia,   13   March,   1899.      (No.   416.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

The   measurements   of   the   male   are   unusually   large  —  wing
4-75   inches,   tail   3-7.

The   female,   a   much   smaller   bird  —  wing   4*3   inches,

tail   3"2  —  has   the   wing-coverts   uniform   black.

142.   Thamnol^a   semirufa.

Thamnol(Ba   semirufa   (Riipp.);   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

vii.   p.   51   (1883)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.   p.   155

(1884),   &   xxvi.   p.   257   (1888).

a,b.   ?   ?   imm.   Akake,   Abyssinia,   24   January,   1899.
(Nos.   276,   277.)

c.   S  '      Gedda,   Abyssinia,   1   February,   1899.      (No.   281.)
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d.   ?   imm.   Wama,   Abyssinia,   12   March,   1899.   (No.
403.)

Iris   brown;   bill   and   legs   black.

The   females   are   all   immatnre   birds.   Specimen   a   has   on

the   left   side   of   the   breast   a   single   chestnut   feather   among

the   darker   banded   plumage   of   the   underparts,   indicating,   no

doubt,   the   commencement   of   the   perfectly   adult   plumage.

A   young   male   from   Abyssinia   {Verreaux),   in   the   British

Museum   Collection,   with   the   upper   parts   and   breast   still

partially   in   the   spotted   nestling-jjlumage,   is   moulting   direct

into   the   plumage   of   the   adult   male  —  the   lower   breast,   belly,

and   under   tail-coverts   having   already   become   nearly   uniform

rufous-chestnut,   while   many   feathers   of   the   upper   parts,   throat,

and   upper   breast   are   deep   black.   This   bird   shows   no   trace

of   the   rufous   patch   down   the   middle   of   the   throat.   It   seems

probable,   therefore,   tliat   though   the   females   nltimately   become

similar   in   plumage   to   the   adult   male,   they   do   not   attain   the

adult   plumage   at   the   first   moult  :   an   intermediate   dress,   in

which   the   breast   and   belly   are   dusky   rufous-buff   indistinctly

barred   with   black,   being   worn   for   at   least   a   year,

[Never   met   with   east   of   Addis   Abbeba.  —  L.]   .

143.   EllYTHROPYGIA   LEUCOPTERA.

Erythropygia   leucoptera   (Riipp.);   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.

Mus.   vii.   p.   79   (1883)   ;   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   483;   Hartert,

Kat.   Mus.   Senckenb.   p.   9   (1891)  ;   Lort   Phillips,   Ibis,   1898,

p.   410   [N.   SomalilandJ   ;    Hawker,   Ibis,   1899,   p.   70.

$  .   Ketchen   Waha,   Abyssinia,   16   January,   1899.   (No.

204.)

Iris   hazel   ;   bill   and   legs   dark.

[This   bird   was   seen   o^ly   on   the   Ha^Yash   plain.  —  L.]

144.   Crateropus   smithi.

Crateropus   smithii   Sharpe,   Bull.   B.   0.   C.   iv.   p.   xli   (1895)   ;

id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   487   [Western   Somaliland]   ;     Hawker,

Ibis,   1899,   p.   73.

a.     $.      AVarabili,   Abyssinia,   4   January,   1899.       (No.   103.)

Iris   red   ;   bill   black   ;   legs   light   slate-colour.
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.      This     is     tlic    fourth   example    of   tliis    species,   ^vlliell    Avas

recently   described   by   Dr.   Sharpe.

[A   common   species,   and,   like   the   rest   of   the   genus,   always

conspicuous.  —  L.]

145.   Crateropus   leucopygius.

Crateropus   leucopygius   (Riipp.);   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

vii.   p.   476   (1883)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.   p.   143

(1881),   &xxvi.   p.   249   (1888).

a.   6  .   rhilwaha,   Abyssinia,   16   February,   1899.   (No.

323.)

iris   red;   bill   dark;   legs   light   slate-colour.

[This   species   replaces   C.   smithi   on   the   high   plateaux   of

Central   Abyssinia.      It   is   wilder,   but   equally   noisy.  —  L.]

146.   Crateropus   leucocephalus.

Crateropus   leucocephalus   (Cretzsch.)  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.

Brit.   Mus.   vii.   p.   474   (1883).

a.   S  .   Beni   Schongul,   Abyssinia,   3   May,   1899.   (No.

492)

Iris   yellow   ;   bill   black   ;   legs   dark.

[This   species   of   the   "   Seven   Sisters   "   was   met   with   only   in

the   valley   of   the   Blue   Nile,   where   it   was   common   locally.  —  L.]

147.   Pycxonotus   arsinoe.

Pycnonoius   arsinoe   (Hempr.   &   Ehr.);   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.

Mus.   vi.   p.   148   (1881);   Lort   Phillips,   Ibis,   1898,   p.   413

[N.   Somaliland]   ;   Hawker,   Ibis,   1899,   p.   73.

a.     S   '      Derru,   Abyssinia,   5   January,   1899.       (No.   118.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

148.   Graucalus   c.esius.

Graucalus   casius   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   iv.   p.   20

(1879).

Ceblepyris   casia   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Genov.   xxi.   p.   128

(1884)   [Shoa].

Graucalus   pw'us   Sharpe,   Ibis,   1891,   p.   121   [Mt.   Elgon]   ;

id.   Ibis,   1892,   p.   299.

a.   cJ  .   Cheluuco,   Abyssinia,   4   January,   1899.   (No.

112.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.
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The   type   of   Graucalus   piirus   was   collected   by   Mr.   F.   J.

Jackson   on   Mt.   Elgon,   and   he   subsequently   obtained   a   series,
including   examples   of   both   sexcs^   at   Man   and   Nandi.   The

same   species   uas   recently   procured   by   Lord   Delamere   in
Somaliland.

After   careful   comparison   of   these   birds   with   South-  African

cxamjjlcs   of   G.   ca'sius,   I   can   find   no   specific   difference   between

the   twO;   the   latter   being   merely   a   slightly   larger   race.

[Of   a   shy,   skulking   habit,   this   bird   might   be   easily   passed

over   but   for   its   magnificent   note.   Though   plentiful   locally
in   the   Warabili   and   Kuui   forests,   I   do   not   think   that   its

range   extends   very   far   north   or   east.   Near   Addis   Abbeba,

in   the   thickets   at   Mangasia,   a   solitary   specimen   of   the   bird

was   observed.  —   L.]

149.   Campophaga   phcenicea.

Campophaya   phcenicea   (Lath.);   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.
iv.   p.   59   (1879).

a.   ^.   Kombolsha,   Abyssinia,   15   Februaay,   181)9.   (No.
313.)

b.   c?   .      Konduro,   Abyssinia,   25   March,   1899.       (No.   450.)

Iris   brown;   bill   and   legs   black.

[This   handsome   bird   was   only   twice   met   with.   On   each

occasion   a   pair   was   seen   in   lightly-wooded   country   and   in

the   immediate   vicinity   of   a   village.   It   is   of   tame   habit   and

easily   approached.  —  L.]

150.   BaTIS   ORIENTALIS.

Batis   oricmtuUs   (Heugl.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   iv.

p.   136   (1879).

a.     ?   .      Tra,   Abyssinia,   7   January,   1899.      (No.   133.)

A.   [J.]     Hawash,   Abyssinia,   17   January,   1899.     (No.   215.)

Iris   bright   yellow;   bill   and   legs   black.

The   white   eyebrow-stripes   bordering   the   crown   are   present

in   both   sexes,   but   not   very   clearly   defined  ;   in   the   male   they
unite   with   one   another   on   the   occiput.

[This   bright   little   bird,   Avitli   its   musical   treble   call,   was   to

be   seen   throughout   Abyssinia   except   on   the   sparsely-wooded

high   plateaux.  —  L.]
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151.   Alesonax   murinus.

Alseonax   murinus   Fischer   &   Reichen.   J.   f.   O.   188  !_,   p.   94.

a.     S   .      Burka,   Abyssinia,   6   January,   1899.       (No.   121.)
One   o£   the   most   remarkable   features   of   this   collection   is

the   number   of   species   from   Eastern   and   Equatorial   Africa

which   have   now   been   discovered   in   Southern   Abyssinia.   The

occurrence   of   this   little   Flycatcher,   hitherto   known   only

from   the   vicinity   of   Lake   Victoria   Nyanza,   is   a   further

instance   of   interesting   and   quite   unexpected   geographical
distribution.

This   species   is   new   to   the   British   Museum   Collection.

152.   MUSCICAPA   GRISOLA.

Muscicapa   grisola   Linn.;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   iv.

p.   151   (1879);   id.   P.   Z.   S.   1895,   p.   490.

a.     S   '      Mendi,   Abyssinia,   25   April,   1899.       (No.   487.)

Iris   brown;   bill   and   legs   black.

153.   Hyliota   flavigastra.

Hyliota   flavigastra   Swains.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

iv.   p.   248   (1879),
a.     S   •   Mendi,   Abysfsinia,   8   April,   1899.       (No.   478.)
Iris   brown  ;   bill   black  ;   legs   dark   slate-colour.

The   occurrence   of   this   bird   at   Mendi,   in   the   valley   of   the
Blue   Nile,   carries   the   range   of   the   species   much   further

north-east   than   was   previously   known.

154.   LlOPTILUS   ABYSSINICUS.

Drymophila   abyssinica   Riipp.   Neue   Wirbelth.,Vog.   p.   108,

pi.   40.   fig.   2   (1835).
Lioptilus   abyssinicus   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.

p.   128   (1884),   &   xxvi.   p.   238   (1888).

Bradyornis   ahyssinica   Hartert,   Kat.   Mus.   Senckenb.

p.   97   (1891).
Alcippe   kilimensis   Shelley,   P.   Z.   S.   1889,   p.   364.

a.   S   imm.      Burka,   Abyssinia,   6   January,   1899.    (No.   122.)

Iris   light   brown   ;   bill   dark   horn  ;   legs   grey.

An   immature   male   in   the   present   collection   is   obviously
identical   with   Alcippe   kilimensis   Shelley,   and   there   can   be

no   doubt   that   the   latter   term   is   synonymous   with   Drymophila
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abiisshiica   Riipp.   The   Iiuliaii   gciius   Alcippc   is   thus   cxchulecl

from   the   AtVieau   avifauna,   the   species   in   question   being

a   true   Lioptilus,   as   Salvadori   has   ah'eady   shown.

The   specimen   before   us   has   the   grey   crown   of   the   head

mixed   with   a   few   olive-brown   feathers   liivc   those   of   the   backj

apparently   a   sign   of   immaturity.

Total   length   about   6*0   inches,   culmen   0   02,   wing   2"95,
tail   2"6,   tarsus   I'O.

[This   bird   is   very   common   all   through   the   wooded   valleys

of   Southern   Abyssinia.  —  L.]

155.   Chloropeta   massaica.

ChJoropeta   massaica   Fischer   &   Reichenow,   J.   f.   O.   1881,

p.   51   (base   of   Kilimanjaro].

a.     cJ   .      Konduro,   Abyssinia,   25   March,   189U.     (No.   417.)

Iris   brown;   upper   mandible   black,   lower   light   horn-

colcur   ;   legs   black.

The   type   of   this   species   was   obtained   at   the   base   of

Kilimanjaro.   We   have   compared   the   Abyssinian   bird   with

a   typical   example   of   C.   tnassaica   in   the   Jackson   Collection,

and   find   that   they   agree   perfectly.   As   the   diagnosis   of   this

very   rare   Flycatcher   given   by   Fischer   and   Reichenow   is

extremely   brief,   we   add   the   following   description   :  —

Adult   male.   Very   similar   to   C.   natalensis,   but   at   once   dis-
tinguished by  having  the  crown  of  the  head  uniform  brownish

black.   The   third   quill   in   both   wings   is   unfortunately

imperfect,   the   extremity   being   shot   off,   but   the   fourtii,   fifth,

and   sixth   quills   are   subequal   and   longest,   while   the   seventh

is   very   slightly   shorter.   Total   length   about   5*5   inches,

culmen   0"6,   wing   2'4,   tail   2'3,   tarsus   085.

This   species   is   new   to   the   British   Museum   Collection.

[Only   once   seen   in   thick   bush.  —  L.]

156.   Terpsiphonb   cristata.

Ttrpsiphone   cristata   (Gm.)   ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   iv.

p.   354   (1879)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.   p.   234

(1888);   Sharpe,   P.   Z   S.   1895,   p.   490;   Lort   Phillips,   Ibis,

1898,   p.   414   [N.   Somalilaud].
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a.   (^  .   Laga   Ilardim,   Abyssinia,   li   January,   1899.

(No.   189.)

b.   c?-   Telagubaie^   Abyssinia,   17   February,   1899.

(No.   328.)

c.   c?.   Arriro,   18   February,   1899.       (No.   341.)

Iris   brown   ;   eyelid   bkie;   bill   and   legs   slate.

a.   A   partially   adult   male   in   the   brown   plumage,   with   the

wing-coverts   and   edges   of   the   inner   quills   white.

b.   A   more   advanced   male,   with   the   long   middle   pair   of

tail-feathers   developed.

c.   A   young   bird   still   in   the   brown   plumage.

157.   Chelidon   urbica.

CheUdon   urbica   (Linn.)  ;   Sliarpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   x.

p.   87   (1885).

fl.     c?.      Gelongol,   Abyssinia,   13   March,   1899.     (No.   408.)
Iris   brown   ;   bill   black.

[Common.  —  L.]

158.   CoTILE   RUFIGULA.

Coiile   rufigula   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   x.   p.   107

(1885)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxi.   p.   122   (1881),   &
xxvi.   p.   233   (1888).

a.   Waha   Zinzero,   Abyssinia,   5   February,   1899.   (No.   291.)
Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   dark.

[Very   common   and   widely   distributed.  —  L.]

159.   HiRUNDO   RUSTICA.

Hirundo   rustica   Linn.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus,   x.   p.   128

(1885)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.   p.   230   (1888).

a.   ?   .   Lake   Harrar   Meyer,   Abyssinia,   30   December,
1898.      (No.   49.)

b.   ?   .   Lake   Harrar   Meyer,   Abyssinia,   1   January,   1899.
(No.   69.)

c.   S-     Lekamte,   Abyssinia,   16   March,   1899.     (No.   433.)
Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.

[The   effect   of   the   bright   sun   no   doubt   makes   these   birds

look   darker   in   plumage   than   they   appear   in   England.   In
December   the   young   Swallows   still   carried   the   tail-feathers

of   the   first   plumage.      The   male   bird   shot   at   Lekamte,   no
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doubt   just   previous   to   migration,   was   noticeably   plumper   and
in   better   coiulition   than   those   killed   previously.  —  L.]

IGO.     HlRUNDO   ^TUIOPICA.

Hirundo   cctluopica   Blanf.  ;   Sluirjje,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   x.

p.   147   (1885)   ;   id.   P.   Z.   S.   189."),   p.   491   ;   ISalvad.   Ann.   Mus.
Civ.   Gen.   xxvi,   p.   230   (1888).

a.     ?   .     Gitcmma,   Abyssinia,   14   March,   1899.      (No.   422.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   ])]ack.

[This   bird   was   only   observed   in   tlic   Djijnma   valley   and
near   Bilo,   in   the   Lika   province.   Its   flight   is   so   nuirked
that   I   think   it   could   not   have   failed   to   attract   our   attention

had   it   been   encountered   elsewhere.  —  L.]

IGl.   Hirundo   smithi.
Hirundo   smithii   Leach  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   x.

p.   150   (1885)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.   p.   231

(1888).
a.     (?.      Bilo,   Abyssinia,   11   March,   1899.      (No.   399.)

Iris   brown   ;   bill   and   legs   black.
The   male   has   the   filamentous   outer   tail-feathers   4*0   inches

long.   As   already   remarked   by   Dr.   Sharpe   in   the   '   Mono-
graph  of   the   Hirundinidte   '   the   typical   examples   of   H.   smitki

have   the   filaments   of   the   outer   tail-feathers   much   shorter

than   in   Indian   examples,   fine   specimens   of   which   measure

about   7-0   inches   in   length.

[This   Swallow   might   easily   be   passed   over,   but   it   was   not
observed   by   our   party   until   reaching   the   tributaries   of   the

Nile.—  L.J

162.   Hirundo   griseopyga.

Hirundo   griseopijya   Sundev.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   x.

p.   152   (1885).
a.   S'      Guatti,   Abyssinia,   27   March,   1899.      (No.   454.)

b.   imm.      Mendi,   Abyssinia,   1   April,   1899.       (No.   4G9.)

a.   Iris   brown  ;   bill   black   ;   legs   dark.

b.   Iris   brown  ;   bill   dark   ;   legs   light.

The   young   bird,   with   the   flight-feathers   partially   developed,

closely   resembles   the   adult   in   plumage,   but   there   is   a   slight
rafous   tinge   on   the   sides   of   the   chin   and   throat.
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[This   species   was   met   with   throughout   Abyssinia   as   far   west

as   the   Dabous   valley^   where   a   great   many   young   birds   just

fledged   might   be   seen   on   the   wing   with   their   parents   early

in   April.  —  L.]

163.   HlHUNDO    PUELLA.

Hirundo   putlla   Temm.   &   Sclil.  ;   Sharpc,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

X.   p.   154   (1885)  ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.   p.   233

(1888).

a.   $   .      Harrar,   Abyssinia,   27   December,   1898.     (No.   43,)

b.   Giteraraa,   Abyssinia,   14   March,   1899.      (No.   423.)

Iris   brown;   bill   and   legs   black.

[Not   a   common   Swallow;   only   met   with   iiear   Harrar   and

on   the   Blue   Nile.  —  L.]

164.   Hirundo   melanoculssa.

Hirundo   melanocrlssa    (Riipp.)   ;      Sharpe,      Cat.     B.     Brit.

Mus.   X.   p.   165   (1885)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.     Mus.   Civ.    Gen.   xxvi.

p.   231   (1888).

a.     S   •      Harrar,   Abyssinia,   29   December,   1898.       (No.   45.)

6.     S  .      Guatti,   „   27   March,   1899.      (No.   453.)

c.   S'      Mendi,   „   11   April,   1899.      (No.   480.)

a.   Iris   brown;   Ijill   and   legs   black.

b,   c.   Iris   brown  ;    bill   black   ;   legs   dark.

[A   widely-distributed   species.  —  L   ]

165.   Hirundo   senegalensis.

Hirundo   senegalensis   Linn.  ;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.   x.

p.   168   (1885)   ;   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.   p.   231

(1888).

a.     S   ■      Arriro,   Abyssinia,   18   February,   1899.       (No.   339.)

Iris   brown;   bill   and   legs   black.

[This   Swallow   was   killed   while   perched   on   a   tree  ;   it   is   a

strong   flier,   and   usually   soars   higher   than   any   of   its   allies.

It   was   seen   at   intervals   in   the   valleys   of   both   Eastern   and

Northern   Abyssinia.  —  L.]

166.   PsALIDOPROCNE   ANTINORII.

Psalidoprocne   antinorii   Salvad.;   Sharpe,   Cat.   B.   Brit.   Mus.

X.   p.   205   (1885);   Salvad.   Ann.   Mus.   Civ.   Gen.   xxvi.   p.   234

(1888).
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There   is   a   carbolizcd   example   of   this   species   in   the   col-

leetion  ;   the   exact   locality   where   it   was   obtained   is   not

stated,   but   it   was   probably   Shoa.

a.   ?   Shoa,   Abvssinia.

167.     PsALIDOl'ROCXE    BLANFORDT.

Psalidoprocne   blanfordi   Weld-BlundcU   &   Lovat,   Bull.

B.O.C.   vol.   X.   p.   XX.   (1899).

n.   S'   Bilo,   Abyssinia,   11   March,   1899.   (No.   400.)

[Type   of   the   species.  ~\
This   sjjeeiesis   most   nearly   allied   to   /'.   pristoptera   (Riipp.),

but   has   the   whole   plumage   of   the   upper   parts   black,   glossed

with   dark   green.   The   underparts   are   darker   than   the   back,

and   have   less   green   gloss.   Iris   brown;   bill   and   legs   black..

Total   length   about   6   inches,   exposed   part   of   culmcn   02,

wing   4'3,   tail   3*1,   tarsus   0"45.

[This   rough-winged   Swallow   is   common   from   the   valleys
west   of   Addis   Abbeba   to   the   Blue   Nile.   It   flies   close   to   the

bushes,   and   swerves   at   lightning   speed   through   the   narrow

openings   of   the   scrub.  —  L.]

[To  be  contiuued.]

X.  —  Bulletin   of   the   British   Ornithologists'   Club.

Nos.   LXV.   &   LXVI.

No.   LXV.   (October   31st,   1899).

The   sixty-fourth   Meeting   of   the   Club   was   held   at   the

Restaurant   Frascati,   32   Oxford   Street,   on   Wednesday,   the

18th   of   October,   1899.   Chairman  :   P.   Ckowley.   Thirty
Members   and   one   guest   were   present.

The   Hon.   Walter   Rothschild   sent   for   exhibition   a   pair

of   Eclectus   westermanni   Bp.,   and   made   the   following
remarks  :  —

"   Dr.   A.   B.   Meyer   and   Dr.   Bowdlc]'   Sharpe   have   both
expressed   their   opinion   that   E.   ivesterinanni   is   an   aberration

of   E.   riedeli   Meyer,   produced   by   being   kept   in   captivity  ;
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