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Case  3264

STAPHYLINIDAE  Latreille,  1804  (Insecta,  Coleoptera):  proposed
conservation  of  ten  specific  names

Lee  H.  Herman

American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  Central  Park  West  at  79th  Street,
New  York,  N.Y.  10024-5192,  U.S.A.  (e-mail:  herman@amnh.org)

Abstract.  The  purpose  of  this  application,  in  relation  to  Articles  23.9.3  and  23.9.5  of
the  Code,  is  the  conservation  of  ten  specific  names  (six  junior  primary  homonyms,
three  junior  secondary  homonyms,  and  one  junior  synonym)  that  have  been  in  use  for
many  years  for  rove  beetles  (family  sSTAPHYLINIDAE).  None  of  the  species  denoted  by
the  homonyms  has  been  considered  congeneric  after  1899.  Conservation  would
confer  the  greatest  stability  in  the  naming  of  these  staphylinid  taxa.

Keywords.  Nomenclature;  taxonomy;  Coleoptera;  sTAPHYLINIDAE;  rove  beetles.

1.  This  application  seeks  to  conserve  six  junior  primary  homonyms,  three  junior
secondary  homonyms,  and  one  junior  synonym  that  are  used  for  rove  beetles  (family
STAPHYLINIDAE).  In  four  cases  (see  Table  1,  nos.  6-9),  both  the  senior  and  junior
primary  homonyms  are  in  current  use  and  the  species  they  represent  have  not  been
considered  congeneric  after  1899.  These  cases  are  submitted  to  the  Commission
under  the  provisions  of  Article  23.9.5.

2.  In  two  cases  (see  Table  1,  nos.  4-5),  the  primary  homonyms  represent  species
that  have  not  been  considered  congeneric  after  1899  and  the  senior  names  have  been
junior  synonyms  since  before  1899.  However,  the  junior  names  have  not  been  used  a
sufficient  number  of  times  in  the  last  50  years  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  Article
23.9.1.2.  These  cases  are  presented  to  the  Commission  for  action  under  Article  23.9.3.

3.  In  two  cases  of  secondary  homonymy  (see  Table  1,  nos.  2—3)  the  senior  names
have  been  junior  synonyms  since  before  1899,  but  the  junior  names  do  not  fulfil  the
usage  requirements  of  Article  23.9.1.2.  These  cases  are  submitted  under  Article
23.9.3.  In  the  third  case  of  secondary  homonymy  (see  Table  1,  no.  1),  the  senior  name
has  never  been  cited  as  a  junior  synonym,  but  has  remained  unused  since  1839,
whereas  the  junior  name  has  been  in  constant  although  infrequent  use.  The  case  for
conserving  this  name  is  submitted  under  Article  23.9.3.

4.  In  the  case  of  the  synonymy  (see  Table  2),  the  junior  name  Paederus  limnophilus
Erichson,  1840  (p.  653)  has  been  cited  a  sufficient  number  of  times  (by  21  authors  in
27  articles  in  the  last  50  years)  to  allow  its  ‘automatic’  protection  under  Article
23.9.1.2.  However,  Frank  (1988)  used  the  older  name  for  this  species,  Paederus
limophilus  Heer,  1839  (p.  235),  which  had  otherwise  not  been  used  since  Kraatz
(1857),  thereby  preventing  ‘automatic’  protection  of  P.  limnophilus  under  Article
Da,9K

5.  The  homonyms  and  synonyms  (with  associated  details)  are  presented  in  Table  1
and  Table  2  respectively.  The  usage  of  these  names  in  the  last  50  years  is  summarized
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in  the  tables.  Full  details  of  usage  are  held  by  the  Commission  Secretariat  and  are
available  on  request  in  electronic  or  hard  copy.

6.  The  International  Commission  on  Zoological  Nomenclature  is  accordingly
asked:

(1)  to  use  its  plenary  power  to  rule  that:
(a)  the  specific  names  in  column  2  of  Table  1,  as  originally  published  in

binomina  with  the  generic  names  in  column  5  of  Table  1,  are  not  invalid  by
reason  of  their  being  junior  primary  homonyms,  in  nos.  4~9  of  Table  1,  or
junior  secondary  homonyms,  in  nos.  1—3  of  Table  1,  of  the  specific  names
in  column  4  of  Table  1;

(b)  the  specific  name  /imnophilus  Erichson,  1840  (Table  2,  column  1),  as
originally  published  in  a  binomen  with  Paederus  (Table  2,  column  1),  is  to
be  given  precedence  over  the  specific  name  Jimophilus  Heer,  1839  (Table  2,
column  3),  as  originally  published  in  a  binomen  with  Paederus  (Table  2,
column  3),  whenever  the  two  are  considered  to  be  synonyms;

(2)  to  place  on  the  Official  List  of  Specific  Names  in  Zoology  the  following  names:
(a)  the  specific  names  in  column  4  of  Table  1,  as  originally  published  in  the

binomina  with  generic  names  in  column  5  of  Table  1;
(b)  the  specific  names  in  column  2  of  Table  1,  as  originally  published  in

binomina  with  generic  names  in  column  5  of  Table  1,  ruled  in  (la)  above
to  be  not  invalid  by  reason  of  being  junior  homonyms  of  the  names  in
column  4  of  Table  1;
the  specific  name  /imnophilus  Erichson,  1840  (Table  2,  column  1),  as
originally  published  in  a  binomen  with  Paederus  (Table  2,  column  1),  with
the  endorsement,  as  ruled  in  (1)(b)  above,  that  it  is  to  be  given  precedence
over  limnophilus  Heer,  1839  (Table  2,  column  3),  as  originally  published
in  a  binomen  with  Paederus  (Table  2,  column  3),  whenever  they  are
considered  to  be  synonyms;

(d)  the  specific  name  /Jimnophilus  Heer,  1839  (Table  2,  column  3),  as  originally
published  in  a  binomen  with  Paederus  (Table  2,  column  3),  with  the
endorsement,  as  ruled  in  (1)(b)  above,  that  it  not  be  given  priority  over
limnophilus  Erichson,  1840  (Table  2,  column  1),  as  originally  published
in  a  binomen  with  Paederus  (Table  1,  column  1),  whenever  they  are
considered  to  be  synonyms.
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