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NEW   SPECIES   OF   ANTHURIDEANS   FROM   THE   COOK

AND   FIJI   ISLANDS   (CRUSTACEA:

ISOPODA:   ANTHURIDEA)

Brian   Kensley

Abstract.  —  Seven   new   anthuridean   isopod   species   are   reported   from   the
Fiji   and   Cook   islands.   These   include   five   anthurids,   viz.   Apanthura   mana,
Mesanthura   childi,   Natalanthura   fijiensis  ,   Panathura   collaris,   Pendanthura
rarotonga,   and   two   paranthurids,   Paranthura   astrolabium   and   Paranthura
melanesica.

During   July-August   1978,   Mr.   C.   A.   Child   of   the   Smithsonian   Institution
spent   ten   days   doing   shallow-  water   collecting   in   the   Cook   and   Fiji   islands.
Various   habitats,   including   coral   and   calcareous   algal   rubble,   and   algal   mats
were   sampled   and   a   total   of   34   anthuridean   specimens   collected.   These
anthurideans   proved   to   belong   to   seven   species,   all   of   which   are   new.   This
is   hardly   surprising,   as   the   only   reports   of   anthurids   from   the   central   Pacific
are   those   of   Miller   and   Menzies   (1952)   from   Hawaii   (whose   report   deals
with   four   new   species)   and   Stebbing   (1900)   who   described   two   new   species
from   the   Loyalty   Islands.   These   reports   of   new   species   indicate   how   poorly
the   central   Pacific   has   been   collected,   and   also   support   the   idea   that   although
genera   are   often   widespread,   anthuridean   species   in   shallow   water   habitats
tend   to   have   restricted   geographical   ranges.

Family   Anthuridae
Apanthura   mana,   new   species

Figs.   1-2

Description.  —  9.   Integument   not   indurate,   lacking   pigmentation.   Body
proportions:   C<   1>2>3<4<5>6>7.   Cephalon   with   low   rostral
point   barely   extending   beyond   rounded   anterolateral   corners;   eyes   small,
dorsolateral.   Pereonites   4,   5,   and   6   each   with   shallow   middorsal   pit.   Pleo-
nites   1-5   fused;   6   free,   with   posterodorsal   margin   convex.   Telson   dorsally
evenly   convex,   proximal   half   parallel-sided,   distal   half   tapering   to   bluntly
rounded   setose   apex,   with   narrow   hyaline   margin;   2   large   basal   statocysts
present.

Antennular   peduncle   4-segmented,   basal   segment   subequal   to   3   distal   seg-
ments  together;   flagellum   of   2   articles.   Antennal   peduncle   5-segmented,   sec-

ond  segment   strongly   grooved   to   accommodate   antennule;   flagellum   of   3
articles,   2   distal   articles   tiny.   Mandibular   palp   3-segmented,   distal   segment
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Fig.  1.    Apanthura  mana:  a,  Female  in  dorsal  view;  b.  Maxilla;  c.  Mandible;  d,  Maxilliped;
e,  Pereopod  1;  f,  Antennule;  g,  Antenna.
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