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SCIENTIFIC   NOTES   AND   NEWS

To   Dr.   Andrew   Ellicott   Douglass,   Director   of   Steward   Observatory   of
the   University   of   Arizona,   and   to   Dr.   Ernst   Antevs,   of   the   University   of
Stockholm,  Sweden,  were  awarded  on  December  18, 1931,  prizes  of  $2,500  given
by   the   Research   Corporation   of   New   York   City   through   the   Smithsonian
Institution.   By   studying   the   annual   growth   rings   of   trees   in   the   Southwest,
Dr.   Douglass  has  established  an  unbroken  chronology  back  to  the  beginning
of  the  eighth  century,  through  which  the  dates  of  construction  of  prehistoric
pueblos   in   that   region   have   been   determined.   Dr.   Antevs   has   supplied
another   record   of   weather   in   the   past   through   a   study   of   laminated   clay
deposits  known  as  varves,  left  in  the  wake  of  melting  glaciers.

Samuel   Wesley   Stratton,   former   Director   of   the   National   Bureau   of
Standards   and   President   of   the   Massachusetts   Institute   of   Technology,   died
at  his  home  in  Cambridge  on  October  18,  1931,  shortly  after  dictating  a  tri-

bute to  Thomas  A.   Edison.   Dr.   Stratton  was  born  at   Litchfield,   111.,   on
July   18,   1861.   He  received  the  degree  of   Bachelor   of   Science  from  the  Uni-

versity of  Illinois  in  1884,  Doctor  of  Engineering  from  the  same  University
in   1903,   Doctor   of   Science  from  Western  University   of   Pennsylvania   in   1903,
Cambridge  in  1908,  Yale  in  1919,  Doctor  of  Laws  from  Harvard  in  1923,  and
Doctor   of   Philosophy   from   Rensselaer   in   1924.   From   1885-92   he   served   as
instructor   in   mathematics,   associate   professor   and   professor   of   physics   and
electrical   engineering   at   the   University   of   Illinois.   He   was   successively   as-

sistant professor,  associate  professor  and  professor  of  physics  at  the  University
of   Chicago   from   1892   to   1901.   He   became   the   director   of   the   National
Bureau  of  Standards  at  its  founding  in  1901  and  held  this  office  until  his  volun-

tary retirement  in  1923  to  accept  appointment  as  president  of  the  Massa-
chusetts Institute  of  Technology.  He  later  became  president  of  the  board  of

the  same  institution.
Dr.   Stratton   was   a   member   of   the   American   Physical   Society,   American

Association   for   the   Advancement   of   Science,   American   Institute   of   Electrical
Engineers,   American   Society   of   Mechanical   Engineers,   American   Philosophi-

cal  Society,   National   Academy   of   Sciences,   National   Research   Council,
National   Advisory   Committee   for   Aeronautics,   National   Screw   Thread   Com-

mission, and  the  International  Commission  on  Weights  and  Measures.
While  resident  in  Washington,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Washington  Academy
of  Sciences.

Dr.   Stratton  was   made  a   Chevalier   of   the   Legion  of   Honor   in   1909,   and
an  Officer  in  1928.  He  was  awarded  the  Elliott  Cresson  medal  of  the  Franklin
Institute   in   1912   and  the   public   welfare   medal   of   the   National   Academy  in
1917.
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