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LEUCOSPIS  GIGAS  FABRICIUS  (INSECTA,  HYMENOPTERA,
LEUCOSPIDAE)  PROPOSED  TO  BE  PLACED  ON  THE  OFFICIAL

LIST  OF  SPECIFIC  NAMES  IN  ZOOLOGY  Z.N.(S.)2038

By  Z.  Boucek  {Commonwealth  Institute  of  Entomology,  London)

Tourette's  summary  of  his  French  illustrated  description  of  a  Leucospid
species  (1780  :  746)  reads  "Cinips  (lugdunaea)  nigra,  maculis  luteis  notata,
femoribus  .  .  ."  but  he  failed  to  give  it  a  clearly  binominal  name.  This  seems
to  have  been  evident  already  to  Villers  (1789  :  261)  and  to  Gmelin  (1790  :  2653),
who  proposed  Leucospis  gallica  Villers  and  CynipslugdunaeaGmt\m,xtiptct\\t\y,
for  Tourette's  species.  Another  name,  Leucospis  gigas,  was  eventually  proposed
by  Fabricius  (1793  ;  245),  although  he  at  the  same  time  referred  to  Villers'
publication,  while  the  Gmelin  paper  was  probably  not  known  to  him  or  somehow
escaped  his  attention.  From  the  way  in  which  Fabricius  quotes  Villers'  descrip-
tion  it  can  be  assumed  that  even  in  this  case  he  had  only  some  second-hand
information  or  simply  disregarded  its  validity.  In  any  case,  probably  due  to
Fabricius'  authority,  his  name  gigas  has  been  in  use  ever  since,  while  L.  gallica
Villers  and  L.  lugdunaea  (Gmelin)  were  forgotten  and  since  1790  not  used
except  in  synonymy.  Tourette's  paper  is  very  rare  and  so  the  reviser  of  the
group,  Schletterer  (1890),  could  not  check  it  and  probably  assumed  from
Fabricius'  action  that  Tourette  also  used  the  name  gigas,  as  may  be  seen  from
his  citation  in  the  synonymy  (1890  :  203).  This  certainly  contributed  to  the
removal  of  any  doubt  about  the  validity  of  the  name  in  subsequent  years.

I  came  across  this  problem  when  preparing  a  revision  of  the  world  species
of  the  group.  The  purpose  of  my  proposal  is  to  maintain  a  name  which  has
been  in  current  use  for  1  80  years,  but  the  usage  of  which  could  be  upset  by  a
strict  application  of  the  Law  of  Priority.

The  International  Commission  is  therefore  requested:
(1)  to  use  its  plenary  powers  to  suppress  the  following  specific  names  for  the

purposes  of  the  Law  of  Priority  but  not  for  those  of  the  Law  of
Homonymy;
(a)  gallica  Villers,  1789,  as  published  in  the  binomen  Leucospis  gallica;
(b)  lugdunaea  Gmelin,  1790,  as  published  in  the  binomen  Cynips
lugdunaea:

(2)  to  place  the  specific  name  gigas  Fabricius,  1793,  as  published  in  the
binomen  Leucospis  gigas,  on  the  Official  List  of  Specific  Names  in
Zoology ;

(3)  to  place  the  specific  names  suppressed  under  the  plenary  powers  in  (1)
above  on  the  Official  Index  of  Rejected  and  Invalid  Specific  Names  in
Zoology.

There  are  more  than  thirty  papers  in  which  the  name  Leucospis  gigas  F.
has  been  used  during  the  last  fifty  years  (while  the  other  two  names  have  not
been  used  at  all),  out  of  which  I  selected  the  following  ten  to  satisfy  the  provisions
of the Code :
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