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a  rather  even,  light-bordered,  dorsal  edge  except
on  the  posterior  abdomen  where  the  black  color
gradually  disappears,  reappearing  as  an  uneven-
margined,  dark-brown  or  blackish  bar  on  the
outer  surface  of  the  thighs  (when  the  hind  limbs
are  extended)  and  as  a  very  irregular  or  broken
line  on  the  outside  of  the  lower  leg;  upper  surfaces
of  the  hindlimbs  marked  with  rather  narrow
grayish -brown  bands;  belly  white  with  a  few
brown  spots;  ventral  surface  of  head,  throat  and
pectoral  region  dark  reddish  brown  with  a  few
scattered  small  white  spots  in  addition  to  the
white  tubercles  of  the  chin  region;  darker  along
the  lateral  margins  and  continued  as  a  broad  ir-

regular stripe  on  the  anterior  side  of  the  upper
and  lower  arm  and  the  dorsal  surface  of  the  hand,
and  with  a  similar  broad  blackish  stripe  on  the
posterior  side  of  the  limb,  not  continuing  on  the
palm,  however;  posterior  proximal  areas  of  thighs
and  anal  region  black.

Measurements  of  holotype  (in  millimeters). —
Snout  to  vent  20,  snout  3,  diameter  of  eye  3,  diam-

eter of  tympanum  1.65,  length  of  hindlimb  30,
breadth  of  head  6.5,  length  of  tibia  10.

Variations  and  remarks. — Whereas  Batrachy-
lodes  vertebralis  from  this  same  locality,  Bougain-

ville Island,  shows  much  variability  in  both  dorsal
and  ventral  coloration,  the  seven  specimens  of
trossulus  are  remarkably  constant.  The  largest
female  (U.S.N.M.  no.  119586)  measures  slightly
less  than  20  mm  from  tip  of  snout  to  vent;  the
smallest  specimen  (U.S.N.M.  no.  119788),   14
mm.  The  small  white  nuptial  tubercles  on  the
chin  and  undersurface  of  the  head  of  males  also
occur  on  the  males  of  B.  vertebralis  from  Bougain-

ville and  Ronongo  Islands,  which  we  have  avail-
able for  comparison.

A  single  specimen  from  Choiseul  Island,  Amer.
Mus.  Nat.  Hist.  no.  35425,  is  assigned  to  this
species,  which  it  fits  very  well  on  the  basis  of  the

digital  disks.  However,  in  its  present  poor  condi-
tion, it  does  not  show  the  distinctive  color  pattern

so  evident  in  all  the  specimens  of  the  series  from
Bougainville.  This  specimen  was  originally  re-

ferred to  Rana  solomonis  by  Burt  and  Burt  (1932,
p.  491).

The  two  species  of  Batrachylodes  may  be  dis-
tinguished as  follows:

1.  Disks  of  fingers  rounded,  little  dilated,  scarcely
or  not  at  all  flat-tipped,  smaller  than  those  of
toes ;  breadth  of  disk  of  third  finger  about  half
diameter  of  tympanum  or  less ;  throat  and
chest  dark;  posterior  to  this  undersides  of
belly  and  thighs  white ;  sides  of  body  covered
by  a  wide  blackish  band  almost  to  groin,  on  all
Bougainville  examples  seen  (one  from  Choiseul
doubtful ) ;  a  smaller  and  apparently  a  less
variable    species    than    next.  ...  B.  trossulus

2.  Disks  of  fingers  broadly  dilated,  broadly  ellipti-
cal, almost  flat-tipped,  larger  than  those  of

toes;  breadth  of  disk  of  third  finger  about
equal  to  or  greater  than  diameter  of  tympa-

num; undersides  of  body  with  a  variable  dust-
ing of  dark  chromatophores,  never  as  in  pre-

vious species ;  sides  of  body  usually  with  an
indistinct  dark  area  on  sides  of  head  often  con-

tinued back  a  little  way  behind  head,  never
a  wide  black  band ;  a  larger  and  more  variable
species   than   preceding  B.    vertebralis
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PROCEEDINGS   OF   THE   ACADEMY

430th  meeting  of  board  of  managers

The  430th  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,
held  in  the  Cosmos  Club,  September  19,  1949,
was  called  to  order  at  8:05  p.m.  by  the  President,
F.  H.  H.  Roberts,  Jr.  Also  present  were:  F.  B.
Silsbee,   H.   S.   Rappleye,   N.   R.   Smith,   Alan
Stone,   F.   M.   Defandorf,   C   L.   Gazin,   F.   E.
Johnston,   C   F.   W.   Mtjesebeck,   F.   A.   Weiss,
W.   A.   Dayton,   C.   A.   Betts,   A.   O.   Foster,
Margaret   Pittman,    H.    W.    Hemple,    H.   G.

Dorsey,   F.   M.   Setzler,   and,   by   invitation
Herbert  Friedmann,  J.  E.  Graf,  M.  A.  Mason,
and  L.  W.  Parr.

The  President  announced  the  appointment  on
June  14  of  Frank  Thone  and  Paul  H.  Oehser
to  represent  the  Academy  on  the  Committee  for
the  Science  Calendar.  Owing  to  the  death  of
William  J.   Rooney,   Fred   L.   Mohler   was   ap-

pointed Chairman  of  the  Physical  Sciences  Com-
mittee on  Awards  for  Scientific  Achievement,  and
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Frank  C.  Kracek  was  appointed  as  a  member
to  fill  the  vacancy.

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Meetings,
Herbert  Friedman  n,  reported  on  programs  ar-

ranged for  the  October,  November,  and  Decem-
ber meetings.  He  raised  the  question  as  to  the

Board's  desire  concerning  the  annual  meeting  of
the  Academy  next  January.  The  Board  recom-

mended that  the  Committee  arrange  to  have  a
dinner  together  with  a  speaker,  similar  to  the
January  1949  meeting.

The  Committee  on  Membership  submitted  the
names  of  nine  individuals  for  resident  member-

ship in  the  Academy.
The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Encourage-

ment of  Science  Talent,  M.  A.  Mason,  reported
that  an  agreement  had  been  signed  with  Science
Service  to  participate  in  the  forthcoming  annual
science  talent  search.  The  Secretary  read  a  letter
from  John  R.  McGonegal,  a  recipient  of  one  of
the  Academy's  Certificates  of  Merit  for  last  year,
indicating  that  he  had  been  awarded  a  4-year
Scholarship  in  the  School  of  Engineering  at
Catholic  University  and  expressing  his  apprecia-

tion to  the  Academy  for  recommending  him.
The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Frank  Thone

dated  July  15,  1949,  in  which  he  reviewed  the
action  of  the  Committee  on  Health  and  Research,
which  he  attended  as  an  observer  for  the  Acad-
emy.

The  Secretary  announced  the  following  deaths :
H.  M.  Goodwin,  physicist,  Massachusetts  In-

stitute of  Technology,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  on
June  26,  1949  (elected  May  17,  1915);  Charles
J.  Brand,  agriculturist,  Washington,  D.  C,  on
June  29,  1949  (elected  January  18,  1912);  P.  G.
Nutting,   physicist,   formerly   with   the   U.   S.
Geological  Survey,  on  August  8,  1949  (elected
January  18,  1912;  resigned  October  13,  1915;  re-

elected December  22,  1924;  on  retired  list  De-

cember 31,  1943);  Frank  E.  A.  Thone,  botanist,
Science  Service,  on  August  25,  1949  (elected
December   1,   1939);   and   William  J.   Rooney,
physicist,  Department  of  Terrestrial  Magnetism,
Carnegie  Institution  of  Washington,  on  August
31,  1949  (elected  June  19,  1930).

The  Senior  Editor,  Alan  Stone,  reported  that
for  the  first  six  months  the  net  cost  of  the  Jour-

nal, after  deducting  charges  to  authors,  was
$3,013.41,  or  well  within  half  of  the  budget  allot-

ment for  the  year.  These  first  six  numbers
amounted  to  216  pages,  an  average  of  36  pages
per  issue,  slightly  less  than  for  the  past  two  years.

There  was  considerable  discussion  on  matters
covered  in  the  report  on  "Means  of  Raising  Addi-

tional Funds  for  the  Academy"  by  the  Commit-
tee on  Policy  and  Planning.  The  Board  suggested

that  the  President  meet  with  the  Committee  on
Membership  to  determine  a  possible  solution  to
some  of  the  problems  confronting  this  Committee.
As  to  the  acceptance  of  advertising  in  the  Jour-

nal, the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  J.  E.
Graf,  indicated  that,  to  judge  from  a  conversa-

tion he  had  with  the  editor  of  one  of  the  chemical
journals,  the  Academy  could  expect  only  a  slight
income  from  this  source.  With  regard  to  reduction
in  size  of  the  Journal,  the  Board  directed  that  a
committee  be  appointed  by  the  President  to  look
into  the  cost  of  the  offset  printing  method  and
the  formulation  of  an  editorial  policy  for  the
Journal,  and  to  make  a  recommendation  to  the
Board.  If  necessary,  this  committee  should  be
permitted  to  make  a  survey  of  the  Academy  mem-

bership for  its  reactions.  The  Board  accepted  the
report  on  "Means  of  Raising  Additional  Funds
for  the  Academy"  and  expressed  its  gratitute  to
the  Committee  for  the  amount  of  work  involved.

The  meeting  adjourned  at  11:07  p.m.
F.   M.  Setzlek,  Srrrctarii.

©bituavy

Edward  Rhodes  Stitt,  honorary  member  of
the  Washington  Academy  of  Sciences,  died  on
November  13,  1948,  in  the  Naval  Medical  Hos-

pital, Bethesda,  Md.  He  was  laid  to  rest  with  full
military  honors  in  Arlington  National  Cemetery
on  November  16.  At  the  time  of  his  death  lie  was
still,  at  the  age  of  81,  a  commanding  figure  in  the
field  of  tropical  medicine,  a  field  in  which  he  had
been  active  for  more  than  40  years.

Admiral  Stitt  was  born  in  Charlotte,  N.  C,  on
July  22,  1867.  After  receiving  his  A.B.  degree
from  the  University  of  South  Carolina  in  1885,  he
entered  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he

studied  under  William  Osier  ami  received  his
M.D.  degree  in  1S89.  He  accepted  a  commission
in  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Navy  soon  after
graduation  and  during  the  next  four  years  saw
duty  on  several  naval  ships  and  at  the  Naval
Hospital  in  Norfolk,  Va.

In  August  1S96  he  reported  to  the  Bureau  of
Medicine  and  Surgery,  where  he  served  during
the  Spanish  American  War.  No  doubt  his  great
interest  in  tropical  medicine  was  stimulated  by
the  responsibility  of  rendering  medical  service  to
people  in  the  Tropics  which  fell  on  the  Medical
Department  of  the  Navy  when  Guam,  the  Philip-
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