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Five   species   of   terns   breed   at   Aldabra   Atoll   (9°24'S,   46°2o'E):   the   Caspian
Sterna   caspia,   Great   Crested   S.   bergii,   Black-naped   S.   sumatrana   and   Fairy
Gygis   alba   Terns   and   the   Common   Noddy   Anous   stolidus   (Diamond   1971).
In   addition,   Diamond,   who   spent   just   over   a   year   on   Aldabra   during   the
late   1960s,   summarised   information   on   the   3   non-breeding   species   of   tern
which   had   been   recorded   up   to   the   end   of   his   visits.   The   aim   of   the   present
paper   is   to   update   information   on   non-breeding   species   on   the   basis   of
records   I   made   over   the   periods   July   1974-June   1975   and   November   1975-
February   1977.   Two   species   new   for   Aldabra   were   observed   during   this
time.   Aldabra   place   names   mentioned   below   are   depicted   on   a   detailed   map
facing   p.  264   in   Stoddart   &   Westoll   (1979).

Lesser   Crested   Tern   Sterna   bengalensis
Diamond   regularly   recorded   this   species   between   January   and   early   April,

but   I   failed   to   observe   it,   though   I   may   have   overlooked   individuals   among
roosting   groups   of   the   resident   Great   Crested   Tern,   which   I   normally   did
not   examine   closely.   The   species   is   a   common   non-breeding   visitor   to   Kenya
and   Tanzania   (Britton   1977a)   and   is   the   most   abundant   tern   in   Madagascar
(Rand   1936),   probably   breeding   there   in   June   and   July   (Milon   et   al.   1973).

Common   Tern   Sterna   hirundo
A   single   individual,   seen   and   photographed   by   G.   Hill,   M.S.   and   O.   E.

Prys-Jones,   and   myself   on   12   December   1976   is   the   first   record   for   Aldabra.
The   bird   was   roosting   among   Black-naped   Terns   on   one   of   the   lies   Chaland
islets   at   the   western   end   of   the   Aldabra   lagoon,   and   was   not   seen   in   flight.
Surprisingly,   in   view   of   the   date,   the   bird   was   in   full   adult   breeding   plumage
and,   also   perhaps   surprisingly,   it   appeared   little,   if   any,   larger   than   the
accompanying   Black-naped   Terns.   None   of   the   observers   was   confident   as
to   its   identification,   which   is   a   product   of   subsequent   study   of   colour   slides
by   numerous   competent   authorities   (see   Acknowledgements).   Although
there   is   apparently   no   published   record   from   anywhere   within   the   Seychelles,
the   species   is   quite   common   along   the   East   African   coast   between   December
and   April   (Britton   1977a)   and   in   northwest   Madagascar   in   December   and
January   (Rand   1936,   Milon   et   al.   1973).

Sooty   Tern   Sterna   fuscata
All   my   observations,   mostly   between   June   and   August,   comprised   small

groups   of   less   than   10   individuals,   confirming   Diamond's   impression   that
the   species   occurs   most   frequently   at   Aldabra   during   the   season   of   the
southeast   trades   (May-October).   The   Sooty   Tern   is   probably   the   commonest
and   most   widespread   pelagic   seabird   in   the   western   Indian   Ocean   (Bailey
1968,   Parker   1970),   the   nearest   breeding   colonies   to   Aldabra   being   at   Latham
Island   to   the   west   (Gerhart   &   Turner   1978),   lies   Glorieuses   to   the   south
(Benson   et   al.   1975)   and,   closest   of   all,   Cosmoledo   to   the   east   (Bayne   etal.   1970,
Parker   1970).
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