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BRIEF COMMUNICATION

THE HYLID FROG LITORIA ALBOGUTTATA (GUNTHER) IN THE
NORTHERN TERRITORY

Knowledge of the diversily und biology of the anuran Euna
of the Northern Territory has increased substantially over the
paast 30 years. In 1961 15 of the currently recognised species
had been reported’ bul by 1986 the number had Iripled to
45-,

During  taxonmnie studies i the e 196054 tha
contributed o the resolution of the N.T. anuran fauna, a
specimen Trom Alexandria Staton wdentiflied as Cyelorana
alboguttata in 19357 wis re-examnined because it represented
the only record of the species in the Northern Terriory, and
its specific wentity hud been the subject of dispute 7. The
specimen wis demonstrated 1o be a4 misidentified opotypic
individual ol C cultripes Parker, whilst C. albogutiara was
shown 1o possess intercalary carfiluges, causing it (o be

referred to Liroria Tsehudi®, The geographic distribution of

Lo alboguetiaia was plitted rom all kniown museum voucher
specimens and demonstrated (o be confined 1o Queensland
and porthern New South Wales®.

In recem years L. albogunaia has been vollected on a
number of occasions i the Northern Terniory al siles ned
the mouth of the MeArthur River in the vicimily of Borroloola.
leading to the inclusion ol a portion of the western boundary
of the N.T. in a revised distribution map”. It has also been
repurted approximately 20 km northeast of Devil's Marhles.
considerably further south than the other records",

Because the places of lodgement of the specimens on which
these locality records are bascd have not heen reported. we
priwide this intormation here: The spechmens examined are
deposited in the Austritlian Museurn, Svdney, (AM), (he
Natlonal Wildlife Collection, CSIRO, Canberra (NWC), the
Northern Territory Museurm & An Gullery, Dirwin (NTM)
and the South Australisn Muscum. Adelaide (SAM). Methods
ol imeasurcinent follow T}-1|:f”.

All ol the specimens of L. wlbogueaia that were cxamined
were taken at two sites. The first s an area of seasunally
inupdated  grassland  extending  foe 100 ki Mankijg  the

Fig 1.

Lerrn cldhopuniata collected vn Carpentarin H|gh\'.:1:.'_ O kim west of Borroloola, ST (Phito- M Diavies)
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Carpentaria Highway from s teemination | km south of the
Borrolooli ownship, and 2 ki cast of the causeway crossing
of the McArhur River (Floodwaters Now north into the Rocky
Creek catchment, and then east to discharge into the McArthur
River - 4 distance of 8 km). The floodplans extend for only
10 km west, where the Carpentaria Highway rises to pass to
the north of the Bukalara Range. From various points along
this section 20 specimens have been collected: AM R53214,
53650-52, 53654-62, 54490, 56923, NWC AS36, 538; NTM
R17749; SAM R33907. 40749, One specimen collected in the
Borroloola area by W. L Freeland (pers. comm. ) has been
seen by us but its whercabouts is unknown,

The second site s the Minngarda Waterhole on Batten
Creek. This waterway arises west of the Carpentana Highway
and the Bukalara Range approximately 50 km from
Borroloola. Minngurda Waterhole 15 near ils termination
upproximately 30 km northeast of Borroloola at the edge of
the saline coastal flats. Specimens [rom that site are AM
R53532 and NWC AS586-90.

The specimens reported from near the Devil's Marbles"
(NTM 3(446-7) have been examined by ope of us (MLLT.)
and reidentified as juvenile C ansltrplis
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In the key to frogs of the northeast of the N.T.2, Litoria
alboguttata keys oul o Cyveloruna australis. Both are fossonal
species with size ranges that overlap: L. alboguetate males
54-67 mm snout to vent length, females 61-83 mm, C,
australis males 7179 mm, females 71-102. Each species hus
an enlarged inner metatarsal wbercle employed for burrowing,
but I alboguitata s distnguished externally by its
exceptionally rugose skin with short, broad, disrupied plicae
on the dorso-lateral surfaces (Fig. 1). In contrast the skin of
C. australis 15 smooth apart from narrow continuous dorso-
lateral folds, In addition L. alboguttata possesses a very
narrow vertebral stripe not exhibited by C. australis.
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