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BRIEF  COMMUNICATION

THE  HYLID  FROG  UTORIA  ALBOGUTTATA  (GUNTHER)  IN  THE
NORTHERN  TERRITORY

Knowledge of ihc diversity and biology of the anuran fauna
of the Northern Territory has increased substantially ovct the
past 30 years. In 1961 15 of the currently recognised species
bad been reported 1 bul hv 1986 ihe number had tripled to
4.v\

During Uivonoinu studies in (he late 196Cs- thai
contributed to the resolution of the N.T. anuran fauna, a
specimen from Alexandria Station identified us Cxctammi
dlhoguttata in 1935? was re-examined because il represented
the only record of the species in the Northern Territory, and
its specific identity had been Ihe subject of dispute '- The
specimen was demonstrated to be a raisidcntified topotypic
individual nf C. mltripvs Parker, whilst C tilhtn-uttuta was
shown to possess intercalary catiilages. causing il to be
referred lo {.ttoriti Tschudi*. The geographic distribution \*(
L ulhftnutuiin was plotted from ;ill known museunt voucher
specimens and demonstrated to be confined to Queensland
amJ northern New South Wales"

In recent years L titbo^utnuu has been collected on a
number ot occasions in the Northern Teiulorv at siles mclm
Ihe mouth ot ihe McArthur River in ihc vicinity of Borrolooki
leading to (he inclusion of a portion ol ihe western boundary
Of the NT in a revised distribution map 9 . I) has also been
tepon.ed approximately 20 km northeast u\~ Devil's Marbles.
considerably further south than the other records'".

Because Ihe places of lodgement of Ihe specimens on which
these locality records are based have not been reported, we
piovide this inhumation here The specimens examined aie
deposited in the Australian Museum. Sydney, (AMI, the
National Wildlife Collection, CSIRO. Caubcroj (NWC), the
Northern Territory Museum & An Oallerv, Darwin (N't'Mi
and the South Australian Museum. Adelaide (SAM I. Methods
of Miciisuieiiicnt follow Tyler .

All ol ihc specimens ol /,. ulhoxmmut lhal were examined
were taken at two sites. The first is an area of seasonally
inundated grassland extending R)l I" km flunking the

Fig. I. fjfunti ^Ihi/gHtntUt collected on C'arpenuuia Highway. 9 km wcM of Bortoloola, NT. (Photo M Duvicsl
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Carpentaria Highway from its lerrnination I km south ot the
Borroloola township, and 2 kin east of the causeway crossing
otitic McArthur River iFloodwaiers How north into the Rocky
Creek catchment, and then east to discharge into the McArthur
River a distance or 8 lent)- The floodplajns extend for only
10 km west, where the Carpentaria Highway rises to pass to
the north of the Hukalara Range. From various points along
this .section 20 specimens have been collected; AM R53214,
53650-52, 53654-62, 54490, 56923i NWC A536. 538; NTM
RI7749; SAM R339D7. 40749. One specimen collected in Ihe
Borroloola area hy W* J Freeland (pers. commj has been
seen hy us hut its whereabouts is unknown,

The seeond site is the Minngarda Waterhole on Batten
Creek. This waterway arises west of (he Carpentaria Highway
anil the BukaJara Range approximately 50 km from
Borroloola. Minngarda Waterhole is near its termination
approximately 30 km northeast of Borroloola at the edge of
the saline coastal Hats, Specimens from that site arc AM
R53532 and NWC A 5 Kb 90.

The specimens reported from near the Devils Marbles 1 "
(N I'M 30446-7) have been examined by one of us fM.J.T.)
and reidentified as juvenile C au\iroli\.

In the key to frogs of the northeast of the N.T.". Utoria
albogurtutti keys out to Cwiummi auxtmlis. Both are fossorial
>peeies with si/e ranges that overlap: L. rtlhoguttaui males
54-67 mm snout to vent length, females 6F83 mm. C.
auswalh males 71-79 mm, females 71-102. Each species has
an enlarged inner metatarsal tubercle employed for burrowing,
but 1  ̂(tlbnguttata is distinguished externally by its
exceptionally rugose skin with short, broad, disrupted plicae
on the dorso-lateral surfaces (Fig. I). In contrast the skin of
C. amiwils is smooth apart from narrow continuous dorso-
lateral folds. In addition L. alhogutkmi possesses a very
narrow vertebral stripe not exhibited by C. australis.

We are indebted to Ihe Conservation Commission of the
Northern Territory for permits enabling us to collect
specimens in the vicinity of Borroloola and to Bill Freeland
U}}' advice about his collections there. Out field studies were
funded by Ihe Australian Research Council and by Mounl Isa
Mines Ltd. Wc thank David Hughes n  ̂M.I.M. for logistic
support and David Williams (University of Adelaide) for help
in ihe field. For the loan of specimens we thank Ross Sadlier
(Australian Museum) and John Wombey (CS1RO). The
manuscript was typed by Catherine F'ascoe.
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