
both   Cnephasia   species.   The   first   two   mentioned   species,   especially   the
males,   can   fairly   easily   be   separated   by   colour   and   pattern.   The   presence
of   erect,   dark   forewing   scales   in   C.   ecullyana   (a   character   known   already
to   Heinemann,   1863,   and   used   also   by   Herrich-Schäffer   in   the
description   of   C.   oxyacanthand)   distinguishes   it   from   N.   nubilana,   but
does   not   help   in   determination   of   the   ecullyana   complex   of   species.

Cnephasia   ecullyana   Real

Cnephasia   (Hypostephanuntia)   ecullyana   Real,   1951,   Bull.   mens.   Soc.   linn.
Lyon,  20(10)  :  228,  figs  3,4.
Cnephasia  tyrrhaenica  Amsel,   1952,  Fragm.  ent.,1  :   108,  fig.   8.

This   species   is   characterised   by   a   slender   tegumen   and   short   uncus
with   small   shoulders   (Figs   1,2),   short   socius,   slender   distal   half   of   valva
and   short   free   part   of   sacculus.   The   aedeagus   of   this   species   is   slender,
with   a   few   terminal   thorns   and   its   distal   part   (beyond   anterior   opening)
is   longer   than   the   sacculus.   In   the   female   genitalia   (Fig.   3)   the   ductus
bursae   is   about   five   times   longer   than   the   apophysis   posterior,   the
colliculum   is   very   short,   formed   by   a   sclerite   as   broad   as   the   ductus
bursae.   The   ductus   seminalis   originates   in   the   distal   portion   of   the
corpus   bursae.

Comments   :   Three   very   close   taxa   belong   to   the   ecullyana   group   of
species   :   Cnephasia   daedalea   Razowski,   1983   from   Sardinia,   and   C
divisana   Razowski,   1959   and   C   disforma   Razowski,   1983   described
from   Crete.   The   males   of   these   species   are   occasionally   also   very   similar
to   ecullyana   in   colouration.

The   geographical   repartition   of   the   species   under   consideration   is
probably   well   described   by   Nässig   &   Thomas,   but   must   be   confirmed
by   more   accurate   determinations.   From   material   examined,   it   certainly
occurs   in   Sardinia   and   Southern   France   (the   type   localities   of   ecullyana
and   tyrrhaenica),   Sicily,   Yugoslavia,   Greece   and   Thuringia   (Steuer,
1984).   Sziraki   (1980)   recorded   it   from   Budapest,   Hungary.   Unfor-

tunately I  had  no  occasion  to  examine  the  specimens  recorded  from
Hessen   (Thomas,   1974)   and   SW   Germany   (Sauter,   1981)   and   the
data   provided   by   Nässig   &   Thomas,   1991.   Nässig   &   Thomas   are
right   in   interpreting   ecullyana   as   a   species   native   to   Central   Europe
and   not   being   a   recent   migrant   to   that   area   (Sauter,   1981).   However,
it   is   a   southern   European   species,   with   its   northern   limit   of   distribution
running   through   C.   Europe.

The   name   ecullyana   certainly   has   priority   over   tyrrhaenica   Amsel,
1952,     as     proposed     by     Leraut    (1980).     Sauter     (1981)     followed
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Figs  1  -  5.  Genitalia  of  Cnephasia  Curt.  :  1  —  top  of  tegumen  and  uncus  of  C.
ecullyana  Real,  greece,  Lakonia  ;  2  —  same  specimen,  tegumen,  lateral  view  ;  3  —
same  species,  bursa  copulatrix  with  sterigma,  Greece,  Lakonia  ;  4  —  C.  oxyacanthana
(H.-S.),  top  of  tegumen  and  uncus,  Austria,  Hansâg  ;  5  —  same  species,  bursa
copulatrix  with  sterigma,  Austria,  Hansâg



Razowski,   1959   and   pointed   out   that   Real's   paper   was   issued   in
December,   1951.   Nässig   &   Thomas   (1991)   proposed   a   combination
of   dates   "1951   [1952]".   At   the   end   of   the   Hartig   &   Amsel   work   on
the   Lepidoptera   of   Sardinia   there   is   a   note   "Finito   di   stampare   il   7
agosto   1952"   and   that   is   the   correct   date   of   publication,   despite   the
year   1951   written   on   the   cover.

Cnephasia   oxyacanthana   (Herrich-Schäffer)

Lozotaenia   oxyacanthana   Herrich-Schäffer,   1851,   Syst.   Bearbeitung
Schmett.  Eur.,  4  :  168  (  1847,  ibid,  fig.  61  -  non  binom.)

This   species   differs   from   ecullyana   in   having   a   longer   uncus   with   larger
shoulders   (Fig.   4),   longer   socius   and   a   broader   distal   part   of   the   valva.
The   free   termination   of   the   sacculus   is   longer   in   this   species   and   the
distal   part   of   the   aedeagus   is   smooth,   acute   and   longer   than   the
sacculus.   The   female   genitalia   (fig.   5)   are   figured   here   for   the   first   time.
The   ductus   bursae   is   short   (somewhat   longer   than   the   apophysis
posterior),   the   proximal   edge   of   the   sterigma   less   convex,   not   semi-

circular  as   in   the   preceding   species   and   the   colliculum   is   longer,
slenderer   and   well   sclerotized.   The   ductus   seminalis   originates   in   the
anterior   half   of   the   ductus   bursae.

The   type   of   C.   oxyacanthana   is   most   probably   lost.   Thus   we   have
to   consider   Kasy   (1965)   as   the   first   revident   and   follow   his   interpretation
of   the   species   in   question.   The   male   genitalia   of   oxyacanthana   were
illustrated   by   Kasy   and,   as   Cnephasia   sp.,   in   my   monograph   of   the
Palaearctic   Cnephasiini   (Razowski,   1965   :   Fig.   45).   This   species   is   only
known   from   Austria   :   the   type   locality   (Baden,   south   of   Vienna),
Zitzmannsdorf,   Hansâg,   and   Vienna   (Prater),   and   Hungary   :   Csorna,
Budatélény   and   Erd-Élvira   (Sziraki,   1980).

Comments   :   Neither   Kasy   (1965)   nor   Nässig   &   Thomas   (1991)   are
right   in   suggesting   that   Kennel's   male   genitalia   figure   (Kennel,   1921,
fig.   22)   represents   oxyacanthana   or   ecullyana   respectively.   Kennel   sunk
oxyacanthana   as   a   synonym   of   nubilana.

C.   oxyacanthana   belongs   in   the   group   of   Cnephasia   species   found   in
the   southern   parts   of   the   distribution   area   of   that   genus   (C.   laetana
Staudinger,   1871,   C.   cupressivorana   Staudinger,   1871,   C.   thian-
shanica   Filipjev,   1931,   etc).
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Agrotis   lata   Treitschke,   1835,
a   senior   synonym   of   A.   dirempta   Staudinger,   1859

(Lepidoptera   :   Noctuidae)   *

Alberto   Zilli

c/  o  Department  of  Animal  and  Human  Biology,  University  of  Rome  "La  Sapienza",
Viale  dell'Università  32, 1-00185  Rome,  Italy.

Summary

Agrotis   lata   Treitschke,   1835   is   found   to   be   a   senior   subjective   synonym
of   A.   dirempta   Staudinger,   1859.   A   historical   review   of   the   circumstances
which   led   A.   lata   to   be   confused   with   A.   crassa   (Hübner,   [1800-1803])   is
presented.   A   revised   arrangement   of   the   nominal   species   group   taxa   within
the   A.   crassa   group   is   suggested.   Since   [A]   conspicua   (Hübner,   [1823-1824])
sensu  BouRsiN,  1964  et  Poole,  1989  is  shown  to  be  a  name  wrongly  applied
to  Noctua  crassa  Hübner,   [1800-1803]   through  misidentification,   the  synonymy
Noctua   conspicua   Hübner,   [1823-1824]   =   Noctua   agricola   Boisduval,   1829
is   reevaluated.   Some  diagnostic   remarks  for   separating  A.   crassa  and  A.   lata
on  the  male  antennae  and  genitalia  of  both  sexes  are  also  reported.  A  lectotype
for  A.  lata  is  designated.

Résumé

L'auteur   considère   Agrotis   lata   Treitschke,   1835,   comme   un   synonyme
subjectif   plus   ancien   de   A.   dirempta   Staudinger,   1859.   Revue   historique
des   circonstances   qui   ont   abouti   à   la   confusion   de   A.   lata   avec   A.   crassa
(Hübner,   [1800-1803]).   L'auteur   suggère   une   révision   de   l'arrangement   des
taxa   du   groupe   de   l'espèce   nominale   dans   le   groupe   d'A   crassa.   Puisqu'il
est   montré   que   le   nom   de   [A]   conspicua   (Hübner,   [1823-1824])   sensu
Boursin,   1964  et   Poole,   1989,   a   été  attribué  à  tort   à   Noctua  crassa  Hübner,
[1800-1803]   par   erreur   d'identification,   la   synonymie   Noctua   conspicua
Hübner,   [1823-1824]   =   Noctua   agricola   Boisduval,   1829   est   réévaluée.
Présentation  de  quelques  remarques  diagnostiques  pour   séparer   A.   crassa  et
A.  lata  d'après  les  antennes  du  mâle  et  les  genitalia  des  deux  sexes.  Désignation
d'un  lectotype  pour  A.  lata.

*  This  work  is  part  of  research  programs  C.N.R.  and  M.U.R.S.T.  (40%  and  60%).
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