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Chrysemys picta (Schneider). County Home,
Lanark.

Clemmys muhlenbergii  (Schoepff).  Kmaus,
Macungie.

Clemmys insculpta (1.e Conte). Mountainville,
Macungie, L.ehigh Gap.

Clemmys guttata (Schneider).  Allentown,
Lanark, Hosensack, L.ehigh Gap, New T'ripoli.

Terrapene carolina (Linnaeus). Mountainville,
Shimerville, New Tripoli.

E. S. aAxnD W. I. MATTERN,
Allentown, Pa.

STRAY NOTES ON TERRAPENE
CAROLINA.

Dr. F. A. Lucas of the American Museum of
Natural History has called the writer’s attention to
an account by Edmund G. Koch, Williamsport, Pa.,
in Forest and Stream for August 3, 1907, p. 170, of
a Box Turtle marked in 1866, 76, 90 and still living
in 1907, proving for that individual a length of life
over 41 years. Probably, this is exceptional longev-
ity for the species in 1ts natural state. Last summer
(1916), an old turtle came under the writer’s obser-
vation at Mastie, L.ong Island, which had been ini-
tialed and dated 84, 96 and 99. 'This would give
the turtle an age of over 32 vears. It was obviously
much older than the ordinary run of full grown tur-
tles, its shell being smooth, the growth-rings on the
scales which are generally noticeable, practically ob-
literated by wear. It was small for an adult, the
plastron 45§ inches long. Kxcellent photographs of
this specimen are on file in the American Museum of
Natural History, New York. The writer has seen
another old Box Turtle of moderate size (plastron
5% inches), taken at Mastic, 1914, marked W. F.
92, which would give it an age of at least 22 years.
Mr. William Flowd of Mastic whose initials also ac-
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company the 84 on the 32-year turtle, marked a num-
ber of them at that period, and agrees that there is
every reason to believe in the authenticity of the dat-
ing on both. Another pretty surely authentic one ta-
en recently, July 1, 1917, was marked C. R. [Charles
Ross] 04, making it over 13 years old. This last had
the growth-rings on the scales about half obliterated.
It evidently had not grown since marked, and was a
small individual with the plastron 434 inches.

The Box Turtle is numerous at Mastic, and dur-
ing the past three or four years a number have been
mdthd with the idea that the ability to recognize
individuals might bring out mtelchtmg points con-
cerning growth or habits. Very few have been found
a second time.

One which was picked up July 15, 1916, per-
haps one-half mile from the house, and liberated at
the house on the following day, was found again on
June 9, 1917, near its original locality.

One found and liberated near the house on July
9, 1916, was found in the same locality on July 5,
1917

On June 18, 1916, one was taken on a bay
meadow about one mile from the house, an unusually
wet locality for the species, and liberated at the house.
September 4th of the same year, it was found swim-
ming along the bay side of the same meadow close
under the bank.

Perhaps some reader of Corera can furnish fur-
ther information as to whether mdividual Box Tur-
tles have definite narrow territories which they fre-
quent and to which they will return. The above
mmstances are so few that they may be due to coinci-
dence. The Forest and Stream article already re-
ferred to speaks of the faithfulness of an old turtle
to one narrow locality.

As regards this species’ habit of eating mush-
rooms, L.atham says (Corrra No. 84), that at Orient
Russula obscurus 1s devoured almost exclusively.

V
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On June 25, 1916, a Box Turtle was taken at the
edge of a Mastic wood road beside a large Boletus
scaber of which it had eaten a considerable portion
of the side. This particular Boletus is said to be an
excellent table species.

Fifty-three more or less full-grown Box Turtles
which have beén measured at Mastic had plastron
length.
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